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Galinsoga: A Summer Annual That 
Wants To Stay After Labor Day!
Andrew Senesac, Weed Science Specialist, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County

A weed is a plant that has mastered every survival skill: 
except for learning how to grow in rows. ~ Doug Larson

One of our most prolific summer annual weeds on 
Long Island and elsewhere in the Northeast is Galin-
soga . There are two species that commonly grow to-
gether in most populations: Galinsoga quadriradiata 
(common quickweed) and Galinsoga parviflora (lesser 
quickweed) . They are very similar in appearance and 
weediness and are usually referred to as one entity: 
galinsoga . This smallish plant (grows to 1-2 feet) has a 
great affinity for disturbed sites. Almost any cultivated 
field, garden or landscape bed is a likely place to find 
this weed . Galinsoga is known as quickweed because 
it can grow from a seedling to seed-bearing stage in 
30 days or so . This allows it to produce at least three 
and up to five generations in a single season. How can 
galinsoga manage this when many other summer an-
nual weeds can only produce one or two generations? 
The main reason is that the seed that is produced is vi-
able and mature as it drops from the plant . The seed is 

ready to germinate within hours of landing on a suitable 
surface .  Another reason is that the plants are small but 
their potency is great . Each plant can produce about 
25 viable seeds per seed head (see picture for close-
up) . It is estimated that an average sized plant can pro-
duce about 300 seed heads during its short lifetime . 
This adds up to about 7,500 viable seeds per plant per 
generation . With multiple generations per season, it's 
easy to see how galinsoga can rapidly build into seri-
ous infestations in a short time . What are the limits to 
galinsoga? It is a plant that loves the sun and does not 
like shade . Any of the vegetable crops that can quickly 
produce a canopy in the row will be able to withstand 
interference from galinsoga if the between-row area is 
cultivated or otherwise kept weed free . Also the soil 
seed bank is relatively short lived so preventing con-
stant re-infestation will eventually allow the seed in 
the soil to be depleted . In some older literature of the 
1970s, galinsoga was listed as a weed that is one of the 

A recently cultivated bed is infested 
with galinsoga seedlings

Each galinsoga seedhead typically produces 25 viable seeds
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first to be killed by frosts in the fall. That is not the case 
these days on Long Island . This weed has been seen 
still producing seed well into November, even when the 
leaves have been frost-killed! In fact, one of the less tra-
ditional infestation sites for galinsoga is along the edge 
of nursery hoop houses after they have been covered 
with white ‘poly’ for the winter . This protection allows it 
to keep on truckin’ well into the winter months . 

Management considerations. In vegetable production, 
preemergence herbicides have historically been inef-
fective on this weed . However, some herbicides like 
Goal, Goaltender and Reflex can at least provide some 
suppression . In nursery production, many of the granu-
lar pre-emergent combination products will also give 
suppression . The outlying and untreated areas will pro-
vide a suitable spot to allow galinsoga to grow, often 
unnoticed until it becomes a major problem . Galinsoga 
is very shallowly rooted, so it is easily hand pulled and 
is also well controlled by systemic and contact poste-
mergence herbicides . Early intervention and vigilance 
in scouting for small infestations in the spring will really 
help keep galinsoga in check . ●

Galinsoga in late fall-still producing viable seed
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