
I want to be a part of agriculture but don’t know where to start. What types of agricultural 
careers are there and what can agricultural programs prepare you for?  
 
Agriculture is defined in the dictionary as “the science, art or practice of cultivating the soil, 
producing crops, and raising livestock and in varying degrees the preparation and marketing of 
the resulting products” (Merriam-Webster). Like the definition implies, it is a very broad field 
and with that comes a wide range of opportunities. You can dive in as shallow or as deep as 
you’d like; whether you want a backyard garden or to manage a 2,000 cow dairy. As with any 
career, education and experience are necessary to ensure a successful operation.  
Requirements can be met with internships, associates, bachelors, masters and doctorate 
degrees in addition to experience, experience, and experience.   
 
Associates and bachelor’s degrees can prepare you for most jobs in direct production (also 
known as the folks on the farm/field getting their hands dirty) along with working experience.  
A few other examples include agricultural sales, producer, herdsman, veterinary technician, 
artificial insemination technician, mechanic, extension educator, etc.  Nutritionists, food 
scientists, geneticists, agricultural engineers, academics/research, agronomists, 
environmentalists, agricultural marketing, economist, and veterinarians require more 
experience and higher degrees of education like Masters and PhD/DVM degrees.      
 
There are also many non-traditional opportunities arising in the field of agriculture as 
technology and efficiency are becoming more of a priority. Advances in management tools such 
as species identification, activity monitoring, recordkeeping programs, self-driving tractors, and 
even drones, means that there’s a constant need for jobs in research and development and 
maintenance of these services. This opens up doors to people who have engineering, 
mechanical, IT, and even military experience to enter the agricultural world.      
 
One thing that is NOT required to have a career in agriculture is coming from an agricultural 
background/lifestyle. It is becoming more and more common that the newest members of the 
agricultural industry are not from farm families…Exhibit A: me! If it isn’t in your blood, don’t let 
it discourage you. Get out and visit local farms, farmers markets, local businesses, and shadow 
people who work in the industry. When you get bit by the agriculture bug (trust me, it 
happens!) and decide to pursue it as a career, shadow, become an intern, study science-related 
fields, and build a network. Agriculture is an infinitely evolving industry with little chance of 
slowing down anytime soon because after all, we all have to eat!        

 
Useful links: 
Agricultural schools in New York State:  
http://www.american-school-search.com/colleges/agriculture/new-york 
Land-grant universities in the United States: 
http://www.aplu.org/about-us/history-of-aplu/what-is-a-land-grant-university/ 
Cornell Small Farms Program:  
http://smallfarms.cornell.edu/ 
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