
Is the drought of 2016 over? 
 
Although recent rains have helped to improve drought conditions, especially in Western New 
York State, all of New York State remains under a drought watch. Portions of New York State 
have a long-term precipitation deficit of up to 16" since November 1, 2015. A sustained period 
of near-normal precipitation will be necessary to return to normal levels of water availability. 
The drought remains but improving according to the U.S. Drought Monitor (www.drought.gov). 
Long-term dryness dating back 6 to 12 months has lowered stream flow and wells are not 
seeing any real recharge that would normally occur this time of year. Instead, a good number of 
the wells are still seeing water levels continuing to drop. Farms continue to haul water while 
working on developing more water supply and delivery systems. 
 
The lack of moisture severely impacted the yields of corn silage with many farms reporting 
yields only half of what they normally harvest. This energy-packed forage is a staple of many 
dairy cows’ diets. Formulated by nutritionists, the rations offered to our dairy cows sometimes 
contains upwards to 2/3 of the forage or 20% of the cows total diet. Harvested in the fall corn 
silage is fed every day throughout the year and is a steady, dependable ingredient. Many farms 
plan on having an extra three months’ supply from the previous year. This inventory control 
allows the new crop from the current year to ferment completely. As an example, in most years 
cow will still be fed 2015’s corn silage and won’t begin eating this year’s corn silage until 
January 2107. 
 
Pasture conditions were also the worst they've been in 20 years. With poor pastures and hay 
shortages, many livestock (beef, sheep & goats) farmers had to buy feed and moved their 
animals to market early. This created a shortage of hay inventory slated to feed beef cows, 
ewes, and does this winter. 
 
Planning for 2017’s planting will include increased acreage for corn silage which might mean a 
reduction in land planted for soybeans and corn grown for grain. 
 
Drought has immediate short-term implications that we all can see and feel. But the long-term 
effects will be with us for at least another year or beyond. 
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