
Driving around farm areas it seems that soybean harvest occurred later than normal. Is this 
true? If so, why? 
 
Soybean harvest usually begins in late September and is finished sometime in October.  
However, this year there were a lot of soybean fields that were still not harvested in mid-
November. We can blame the delayed harvest on the weather. Soybeans are a tricky crop to 
harvest at the right moisture level. Growers will normally begin harvest when the beans are at 
14 to 15% moisture. These must be artificially dried to 13% moisture before they are sold or 
stored for any period of time. Once the moisture level of the soybean drops below 13%, some 
of the soybean pods shatter during harvest and beans fall to the ground.  This is referred to as 
shatter loss and can equate to several bushels of soybeans lost per acre. 
 
Wet or dry weather conditions at the time of harvest can increase or decrease the moisture 
level of the soybean by 4 to 6% just overnight. In fact, on a warm, sunny day a soybean grower 
can be harvesting the soybeans at noon and by five o’clock they are too dry to harvest. If it 
rains, soybean harvest can be delayed by a couple of days. 
 
Another factor that delayed our soybean harvest was a condition caused by the summer 
drought. The drought affected the plants physiology and caused the stems to remain green 
(and wetter) but the soybean pods dried down. It is very difficult for a combine to harvest 
soybeans with a green stem and dry pods. The difficulty of cutting green stems causes shatter 
losses. When this happens some soybean growers will wait for a hard frost to occur and the 
soybean stem to dry down more. If you were to ask a soybean grower what it takes to harvest 
soybeans they may tell you that it takes art, skill, and a little bit of luck to do it right. 
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