
Community Profile: Agriculture and Farms - 2016 

Amenia, New York  

Dutchess County Agriculture 

Dutchess County agriculture comprises over 170,000 of 
the county’s 512,000 total acres (30%). Our farms 
produce a total of $44.8 million in goods and are a 
large part of the county’s $438 million. Agriculture is 
one of the county’s largest industries; its diversity and 

impact on the local economy is substantial. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agriculture in Amenia 
 
The Town of Amenia, in Agricultural District 21 (Figure 

1), has seen a steady increase in population since 
2000 . One of the factors influencing this growth may 
have been the extension of the Metro-North Harlem 
Valley Line to Wassaic, increasing potential for 
residential and commercial development in the Harlem 
Valley.  
 

A recent focus on developing the hamlet center, along 
with the Town’s participation in intermunicipal studies 
of local aquifers and the entire Route 22 corridor, have 
highlighted the importance of protecting the Town’s 
outlying farmland and scenic viewsheds.  The Town’s 
Master Plan notes that there has been a large shift 
from traditional farming uses (dairy, hay, and field 

crops) toward an increase in the number of horse 
farms and vineyards.  To that point, the amount of 
parcels in the agricultural district in Amenia has 
increased by 1,307 acres (8%) from 2008 to 2016. 
 
The Town of Amenia’s Comprehensive Plan Update and 

revised Zoning Ordinance, adopted in 2007, note 
recent demographic changes, including an influx of 
affluent part-time residents, along with an increase in 
major development proposals.  The Plan Update 
strongly recommends that high-density traditional 
neighborhood development be encouraged as the “best 
way to achieve a compact pedestrian-oriented layout 

that preserves open space…” The Plan also notes the 
dramatic increase since 1991 in lands protected by 
conservation easements from 522 acres to 3,553 acres.  
Properties under easement include many of the equine 
operations that have proliferated during the past fifteen 
years. 

A Closer Look 

Communities in Dutchess County contain a diverse range 

of farm enterprises, from dairy, livestock and field crops 
to horses, orchards, and vineyards. Many of the farms 
produce a variety of goods as well. For example, some 
dairy farms also produce hay or grains. However, if the 
majority of the farm’s income is generated from dairy, 
dairy is considered the enterprise. Farm enterprise types 
were developed from documentation provided by the 

New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets; 
they were then aggregated into larger categories for 
simplification. 

Number of Farm Parcels 279 

Average Size of Ag Parcel 65 acres 

Land in Farms 18,061 acres  

Total Land in Amenia 27,951 acres 

Percentage of Town in 
Farms 

65% 

Table 1. Farms and Acreage in Amenia 

Figure 1. Map of Town of Amenia in Agricultural District 21 

Coon Brothers Farm. Photo credit Sean Carroll 
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It is important first to note that this data is based on farm 
parcel data collected, and therefore does not necessarily 
reflect the number of actual farms. For example, one farm 
could have one or several parcels. 

 
Figure 2 illustrates the relative acreage distribution of farm 
enterprises in the town of Amenia. The largest segment (by 
acreage) is Production Agriculture, with farm operations on 
10,050  acres of property. Farm property includes all the 
property tax parcels owned and/or operated on by a farm 
operation. Actual cropped or pasture area may be less than 

the area of the entire farm property. Dairy is another 
particularly large agricultural segment in Amenia, 
consisting of 1,875 acres. 
 
“Other” farm enterprises (see legend) was the next highest 
category by area, with farm operations on 1,862 acres. 

Buffer properties followed totaling 1,520 acres. Buffer 
properties are often smaller sized, single parcels as opposed 
to the groups of parcels on which farms may spread. Buffer 
properties border larger farm property parcels, and therefore 
can be present in fairly high numbers, as in Amenia.   
 
Most farms in Dutchess County are small farms, grossing less 

than $10,000 in annual sales. These farms also typically 
make fewer capital investments. Amenia is not an exception. 
There are roughly as many farm parcels with annual capital 
investments in the ‘Below $10,000’ category as there are in 
other 5 categories combined (see Figure 3). 
 

Figure 3. Number of Farm Parcels by reported Capital Investment 

The high number of farms in Amenia with 
less than $10,000 in annual sales and 
capital investment may be somewhat 
skewed by agricultural “buffer” properties, 

which are typically not in agricultural 
production and don’t generate sales nor 
require capital investment. 
 
In terms of the economic benefits for 
Dutchess County and the region as a 
whole, small farms generate significant 

dollars that are then spent on investments 
(equipment, vet fees, etc.) that fuel the 
local economy. Larger farm operations, 
although fewer in number, generate 
higher gross sales and capital investment. 
A considerable number of Amenia’s farm 

parcels (47) have capital investments 
between $10,000 and $100,000, while 58 
invested $100,000 or more (Figure 3). 
These figures are important to consider 
when looking at the impact of agriculture 
in the county, as a large portion of these 
capital investments go back into the local 

economy.  

Horses 
Horse boarding and private farms 

Production Agriculture  
Hay, Corn, and Field Crops  

(other grains and row crops) 

Specialty Crops 
Hort. Specialties (e.g. flowers), 

Christmas Trees, Orchards, 

Vegetable Farms, and Vine-

 
Dairy 

Beef and Livestock 

Includes sheep and goats 

Buffer 
vacant, residential, or open 

space parcels that border farm 

property and/or contain farm-

land soils that could be devel-

oped for farming operations 

Other 
primary operation does not 

correspond to a common type 

(e.g. timber, small fruits), or in 

which multiple farm enterprises 

were provided and a single one 

could not be determined 

Figure 2. Acreage Distribution by  Farm Enterprise Category 


