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ITHACA -- With hydrilla herbicide treatments for Cayuga Inlet scheduled to begin 

Tuesday, complete funding for aquatic plant eradication isn't yet available. 

Hydrilla is a highly aggressive invasive aquatic plant species found in the inlet late last 

summer. It can spread at a pace of 6 to 8 inches a day with warm conditions, according 

to Tompkins County Soil and Water Conservation District Director Craig Schutt. 

If left unchecked, the weed can grow into a thick, choking mat that makes navigation 

difficult or impossible. Herbicides were applied last fall but officials want to continue this 

year. 

Although there is about $1.18 million promised for hydrilla eradication from New York 

state and federal sources, actual disbursement of the state money hasn't occurred. 

The Department of Environmental Conservation, charged with dispersing the state 

money, said the funds, $775,000, could be held until early 2013, according to Schutt. 

Tompkins County and the City of Ithaca are working to have the state money disbursed 

sooner, Schutt said. Without state money, the two municipalities can still hire service 

providers for hydrilla eradication services, but the service providers would have to agree 

with a delayed payment until money is disbursed. 

The municipalities haven't yet found sources to front the money, and are considering 

their options, according to City of Ithaca Watershed Coordinator Roxanna Johnston. 

Federal funding for hydrilla eradication, $380,380, was made available two weeks ago, 

Schutt said. This money will primarily cover the hydrilla herbicide treatments occurring 

this week. 

With only the federal money, there isn't enough to cover all the work that needs to be 

done for hydrilla treatment, Schutt said. 



"It's enough to do the herbicide treatments, and a little more. Probably some of the plant 

monitoring can come out of that, and of course we need to do water quality monitoring, 

so that needs to come out of there too." 

The federal money won't be enough to cover hydrilla education outreach and plant, 

tuber and water quality monitoring costs needed for hydrilla eradication, he said. 

HYDRILLA TREATMENT DETAILS 

If all goes as planned, approximately 1,386 gallons of herbicide will be poured into Cayuga Inlet starting at 8 a.m. 

today Tuesday morning.  

 

The aquatic management and restoration company Allied Biological plans to mix herbicide into water at a target rate 

of three parts per million. The herbicide being used is endothall, also known as Aquathol K.The company is planning 

to finish herbicide treatment today on Tuesday, but the application could last into Wednesday, according to Tompkins 

County Soil and Water Conservation District Director Craig Schutt.  

 

The areas being treated for hydrilla will be closed to all boat traffic during herbicide application. The Tompkins County 

Sheriff’s Department plans to patrol the inlet with boats from sunrise to sunset during the treatment. There will be 

buoys marking restricted water, and the State Park Police will make sure no boats are launched at Treman Marina. 

 

One-thousand corrugated, plastic 7-inch by 8-inch inch treatment signs are to be posted along the shoreline during 

the treatment. The signs cost $3,919, according to Allied Biological’s contract. Treatment areas will include the inlet 

from the railroad bridge over the inlet north to Cayuga Lake, Allan H. Treman State Marine Park, lower Cascadilla 

Creek, the head of Six Mile Creek to its southern and eastern intersections with Route 13 and 96, and Linderman 

Creek from the park road to the inlet canal. backpack application. 

 


