
I heard farmers release wasps to control certain pests.  I don’t like the idea of having wasps 
around.  Should I be concerned? 
 
While it is true that some farmers use tiny parasitic wasps to control certain pests, it is nothing 
to be worried about.  The release of natural predators to control a pest is referred to biological 
control.  Common examples of biological control of insect pests on farms include sweet corn 
growers using tiny wasps to control European corn borers and dairy farmers using similar wasps 
to control flies.  These parasitic wasps cannot sting you. 
 
The European corn borer is a major pest of sweet corn.  Growers need to control the European 
corn borer so that their customers are able to buy ears of sweet corn without worms.  Some 
growers rely on the use of Trichogramma ostriniae, a tiny wasp that is less than a half 
millimeter long, to control European corn borers.  These beneficial insects are purchased by 
sweet corn growers and released in their field.  The female wasps search for corn borer egg 
masses and then lays her eggs inside the corn borer eggs.  The wasp egg hatches and the larva 
kills the corn borer egg. 
 
Dairy farms can be the host to many flies.  Some dairy farmers will use parasitic wasps to 
control flies in and around the barn.  They will use a species called Muscidifurax raptor.  The 
female wasp will find fly pupa, sting it and feed on it.  Her stinger will lay an egg inside the fly 
pupa.  When her egg hatches the wasp larva feeds on the dead fly. 
 
Sweet corn growers and dairy farmers that use parasitic wasps to control specific insects can 
minimize and in some cases eliminate the use of insecticides.  Releasing beneficial insects is also 
an approved organic farming practice.  Again, nobody should be concerned or afraid that a farm 
neighbor might be releasing parasitic wasps, unless, of course, you are a European corn borer 
or fly. 
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