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ITHACA -- With the year's first herbicide treatment for the invasive aquatic weed hydrilla completed, another 

application of plant killing chemicals in Cayuga Inlet is progressing on schedule, according to Tompkins County 

Soil and Water Conservation District Director Craig Schutt. 

The coming treatment is expected the week of July 9, according to Schutt. The estimated cost is $239,013. 

The state Department of Environmental Conservation hasn't issued permits for the second phase of treatment, 

but permission should come on time, according to Schutt, who met with a DEC representative Tuesday. 

The next herbicide is fluridone. It will likely be used at very low levels to help kill the entire plant, including the 

tubers and roots, but its application will not require closing the inlet. Fluridone works by disrupting 

photosynthesis, the process plants use to convert light into energy. 

Repeated herbicide treatments will likely be needed for several years to eradicate the plant and tubers, 

according to Schutt. 

Warning signs for the first herbicide treatment cost $3,919, according to Allied Biological's contract for hydrilla 

treatment. To reduce costs, Schutt said signs will be reused, with stickers covering old information with 

updated details. First treatment 

Cayuga Inlet herbicide treatment ended at about 9 p.m. Tuesday. Twelve hours later, boaters were once again 

allowed to launch their craft at Allan H. Treman State Marine Park. 

During the herbicide treatment, one hundred acres of the water surface were treated, and approximately 1,386 

gallons of herbicide got poured into the lake. 

The aquatic management and restoration company Allied Biological mixed herbicide into the water at a target 

rate of three parts per million. The herbicide used was endothall, also known as Aquathol K. 

Treatment areas included the inlet from the railroad bridge over the inlet north to Cayuga Lake, Allan H. 

Treman State Marine Park, lower Cascadilla Creek, the head of Six Mile Creek to its southern and eastern 

intersections with Route 13 and 96, and Linderman Creek from the park road to the inlet canal. 

It will take weeks before success of the treatment is clear, according to Schutt. The estimated cost is $107,119, 

Schutt said. 

"We'll continue monitoring it. It takes a couple of weeks before you really see the plants dying back," Schutt 

said. "It should be quite effective, because we had a northern wind yesterday blowing back up the inlet that 

helped hold the herbicide in longer ... if it had been blowing in from the south then it would have pushed it out 

quicker." 


