
 

 ITHACA -- Another round of hydrilla
herbicide treatment is expected to begin
Thursday, according to Tompkins County
Soil and Water Conservation District
Director Craig Schutt.

With this round of attempted hydrilla
eradication, the plant killing chemical being
introduced into Cayuga Lake inlet is named
fluridone. The estimated cost of the next
phase of treatment is $239,013.

With this round of herbicide introduced into
the lake, waters won't be closed to boaters
because fluridone works at very low
concentrations.

"It will just continually meter in at very low
doses," Schutt said.

Hydrilla is a highly aggressive invasive
aquatic plant species found in the inlet late
last summer. It can spread at a pace of 6
to 8 inches a day with warm conditions.

To disperse fluridone into water, a
metering unit will be onshore with a tube
injecting the plant-killing chemicals into the
water.

There will be three injection points: one on
Cascadilla Creek between the Haunt
nightclub and Route 13, one on Six Mile

 Creek behind the Super 8 motel and
another by the inlet by the fish ladder,
behind the Tompkins County Solid Waste
Facility, according to Schutt.

The fluridone will be utilized in shallow,
more isolated zones, which generally have
high-density hydrilla infestations, according
to a contract for the treatment.

The approach would maintain a dose
application of three to five parts per billion,
to systemically stop un-germinated hydrilla
from sprouting and then growing.

"The systemic herbicide will start going in
and hopefully it will start killing the tubers,"
Schutt said. Hydrilla plants can grow from
the tubers, even after they have lain
dormant for long periods of time.

Fluridone works by disrupting
photosynthesis, the process plants use to
convert light into energy, and it's targeting
any hydrilla that starts to germinate.

"This herbicide is systemic, so theoretically
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 it goes to the roots and kills whatever is
growing. So if it germinates and comes up,
it should have an effect on it," according to
Bob Johnson, Tompkins County Soil and
Water Conservation District's aquatic plant
expert.

 First treatment promising

 The first hydrilla treatment occurred on
June 26. The herbicide used was endothall,
also known as Aquathol K.

"The idea of the Aquathol (K) treatment
was the knock it back ... and then the f
luridone treatment over time, hopefully,
will take out some of the tubers," Schutt
said.

The first herbicide treatment killed "almost
100 percent" of the hydrilla, according to
Johnson.

Johnson said it's possible that the first
round of herbicide could have been
ineffective where water flows into the inlet,
because endothall needs to contact the
hydrilla for 12 to 24 hours to kill the plant,
but across the inlet endothall treatment
was 100 percent effective.

"In assessing it a couple of days later, we
did not find any live hydrilla," he said.

With the hydrilla dead, the invasive plants
can still grow from tubers.

Repeated herbicide treatments will likely
be needed for several years to eradicate
the plant and tubers, according to Schutt.
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