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Hydrilla found in Fall Creek, Stewart Park
Written by Andrew Casler
7:34 PM, Aug 20, 2013 | ithacajournal.com

ITHACA — Hydrilla has spread into Fall Creek.

A new swath of the invasive plant was discovered earlier this month by a team of ecologists. Officials say
the plants may spread farther, and the new find will likely boost hydrilla eradication costs.

The hydrilla infestation is situated in scattered patches off the banks of Newman Municipal Golf Course
and inside a Stewart Park pond that’s connected to Fall Creek, aquatic biologist Bob Johnson said.

“In those two areas, there are quite a bit of small plants,” he said. “They were able to produce tubers last
fall, which is what they grew from this year.”

The plants seeded in Fall Creek and ensured hydrilla growth there for years to come, Hydrilla Program
Manager James Balyszak said.

The new infestation is small, Balyszak added, and the hydrilla growth is nowhere near as dense as it was
in Cayuga Inlet during 2011 and early 2012.

The plants have likely been growing in Fall Creek for one or two years, he said.

“We didn’t anticipate this to begin with, and things are going quite well in the inlet, but it does show how
easily this plant can spread,” Balyszak said.

The aquatic plant is one of the most aggressive invasive species known in the United States. Left
unchecked, the plant threatens the $600 million recreational boating industry in the Great Lakes and
Finger Lakes.

Even a single broken-off hydrilla piece can proliferate new plants, and the growth can overrun a waterway
— starving fish of oxygen and filling the entire water column with an aquatic thicket.

Racine-Johnson Aquatic Ecologists discovered the new hydrilla growth on Aug. 8. That night, a powerful
lighting storm descended on Tompkins County and torrential rains sent hydrilla fragments adrift.

“There was no way we could get in there (Fall Creek) to do anything for several days,” Johnson said. “We
had floating fragments around and certainly some of that swept out into the lake.”

Johnson’s crew monitors the plants, and they help the Hydrilla Task Force plan herbicide treatments. The
group is now sampling for hydrilla in Fall Creek, in front of Stewart Park and southern portions of Cayuga
Lake, Johnson said.

“Certainly fragments of this thing have gotten out there, but it’s unclear what that means,” he said.
Johnson added that no rooted hydrilla has ever been found in Cayuga Lake proper.

With hydrilla management plans expected to last many more years, it is estimated that hydrilla eradication
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in Tompkins County will cost taxpayers millions.

The Hydrilla Task Force is applying for a permit to hit the newly discovered hydrilla with herbicides,
Balyszak said. Fall Creek could be treated with herbicide by September or October, he said.

Herbicide treatments in Fall Creek will not close Cayuga Inlet, but there may be restricted access to areas
where hydrilla is growing to prevent further spread, Balyszak said.

He said the new treatment will boost herbicide treatment costs, but by how much is not yet clear. Before
the new hydrilla was found, 2013 hydrilla herbicide treatment was estimated to cost between $338,407
and $413,249.

The treatments are paid for by a mix of federal and state funding.

2013 inlet herbicide

One-hundred acres of the inlet were treated with the herbicide endothall on July 16, which effectively
knocked down hydrilla growth in those waters, Balyszak said.

After that, the herbicide fluridone started getting metered into the inlet's water on Aug. 14. That treatment
is scheduled to last of 60 to 90 days, Balyszak said.

The state-required maximum contaminant level is 50 parts per million for each herbicide, well above the
concentrations targeted for the inlet. The plant-killing chemicals work by disrupting photosynthesis, the
process plants use to convert light into energy.

After the 2012 herbicide treatment, only hydrilla plants in Fall Creek were able to mature enough to
produce tubers. Fall Creek wasn’t originally part of the 2013 treatment zone because no hydrilla had been
discovered there.
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