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Hooray for the Dutchess County Fair 
By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 

 
It was a glorious week at the fair. The weather was hot but not too humid. The animals on 4H 
hill were healthy, beautifully groomed and contented. Delicious food was available everywhere. 
Sounds from the midway were filled with laughter. Great fun was had by all.  
 
CCEDC Master Gardener volunteers staffed three educational area in the Horticultural Building 
again this year: Home Composting, Organic Recycling, and Ask the Master Gardener. Visitors 
from many areas stopped by to learn about the topics, share their experiences and ask 
questions. In total, we talked with nearly 1,700 people in six days.  
 
At the Ask the Master Booth, these were the Top Ten questions in descending order. 
 
10. Something is eating my vegetables! How do I deal with woodchuck, chipmunks, squirrels 
and rabbits?  
The short answer: Exclusion. Keep them physically away from your salad bar. Click here for 
more Cornell Wildlife Control Information 
 
9. What bug is attacking my plants?  The leaves or fruit are all chewed up!  
Most pests adore certain plants and ignore others. For example, the squash-vine borer affects 
all curcurbits (cucumber, zucchini, pumpkin, melon etc.). Determine what pest it is and 
understand its life cycle (search “pests of zucchini”.) Then find suggestions for control (search 
“Cornell squash-vine borer control”). Use the least harmful 
control methods first.  Some examples include: 

 Cover plants with a floating row cover, remove during 
bloom to ensure pollination 

 Do not spray pesticides when bees are active 

 Use a razor to split stems and remove borers 

 Mound soil over the wound.  
Click here for a list of Cornell Insect Diagnostic Lab 
Factsheets 

Photo courtesy of Sean Carroll, CCEDC. 
Spotted in our demonstration garden today. 

http://wildlifecontrol.info/publications/cornell-publications/
http://idl.entomology.cornell.edu/factsheets/
http://idl.entomology.cornell.edu/factsheets/
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8. What disease is attacking my plant? The leaves are all brown and withered!  
Most diseases attack certain plants and ignore others. Some fungal diseases affect many types 
of plant. Determine what disease it is (search 
“diseases of tomato”) and then suggestions 
for control (search “Cornell early blight 
control”).  Examples include: 

 Increase distance  between plants to 

encourage good air circulation 

 Spread a mulch around the plants to 

avoid splashing from the soil where 

fungi reside 

 Keep leaves dry. Avoid overhead 

watering and water in the morning. 

 Use a fixed-copper fungicide if 

disease becomes severe 

Diseases are effective especially if the plant 
is stressed by heat or drought. Several folks 
at the Fair reported their Rudbeckia were 
“totally toasted brown”. Yet this photo from MG volunteer Linda Bail shows her Rudbeckia 
thriving. Click here for a list of Cornell Plant Disease Diagnostic Clinic Factsheets.  
 
7. What plants do deer not eat? 
When deer are stressed enough, they will eat most anything. However, there are some good 
lists of deer resistant plants. Cornell publishes Dr. Bridgen’s list of Plants that Deer Do Not Like 
to Eat.  Also Rutgers Cooperative Extension has a database of Landscape Plants Rated by 
Deer Resistance. 
 
6. What are good alternatives to invasive plants? 
Invasive plants were often introduced decades ago because they were more vigorous than 
native varieties. Unfortunately that vigor has caused them to choke out other plants and cause 
harm. Consider using native plants or hybrids which have the characteristics you desire. For 
example instead of Euonymous alata, Burning Bush, look at Aronia arbutifolia, Chokeberry, or 
Physocarpus opulifolius, Ninebark.  Cornell makes more recommendations at Alternatives to 
Ornamental Invasive Plants. 
 
5. How can I control crabgrass and grubs in my lawn? 
Crabgrass grows from seed which can remain in the soil for several years. Improve the health 
of your lawn to shade out the seeds including: mow high, mow less; keep mower blades sharp; 
avoid watering at night; leave clippings to compost in place. Consider fertilizing only in the fall 

after Labor Day. If you decide to apply a 
preemergence herbicide do it in April when the 
Forsythia have just finished blooming. Read 
more here on Crabgrass Control.   
Understanding the lifecycle of grubs is 
important to understand their control. Verify 
grub activity before treating lawns. Late August 
is when the grubs are most susceptible. Read 
more here Grubs in your Lawn?  
 

http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/factsheets.html
http://www.westhamptongardenclub.org/pdfs/deer-resistant-plants.pdf
http://www.westhamptongardenclub.org/pdfs/deer-resistant-plants.pdf
https://njaes.rutgers.edu/deerresistance/
https://njaes.rutgers.edu/deerresistance/
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/agriculture/ornamental-crops/greenhouse-resources/alternatives-ornamental-invasive-plants-sustainable-solution-new-york-state
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/agriculture/ornamental-crops/greenhouse-resources/alternatives-ornamental-invasive-plants-sustainable-solution-new-york-state
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/4680/Crabgrass_Control.pdf?1416587878
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/handle/1813/43856/grubs-in-lawn-bro-NYSIPM.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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4. What is this plant (or bug, or disease)? What is wrong with this plant?  
These conversations were more successful when accompanied with an 
actual sample, less successful when accompanied by a fuzzy 
photograph, and pretty much impossible with verbal descriptions. 
However with good diagnostic books, experienced MG volunteers, and 
some internet searches we managed to answer most of the questions.  
This photo is of a sample from a fairgoer asking “What is this nut?” It is 
an Oak Gall. Click here for Cornell’s Galls on Plants factsheet. 
 

3. What can I plant in full shade or in full sun or on a slope or under a mature maple tree? 
It depends. At the Fair we offered suggestions from our experience but many lists exist which 
are more complete. Cornell’s Woody Plants database has information for trees, shrubs and 
woody vines.  A good search is “Perennials for Shade site:.edu” or Perennials for Sun 
site:.edu” The phrase “site:.edu” will limit results to educational sites. Pick one with similar 
growing conditions to New York. (By the way, almost nothing grows under a mature maple 
tree. The shade is too dense, and the roots are so near the surface that the soil is too dry. )  
 
2. What’s wrong with my zucchini and pumpkins? There is no fruit or only male flowers!  
This one was fun to research. We knew that tomatoes do not set fruit when the weather is too 
hot, especially when nights are hot, and suspected that might be the cause. It is. This article 
from University of Maryland “Poor Blossom and Fruits set – Vegetables” explains that 
excessive heat affects cucurbits too.  “Environmental conditions play a role in the relative 
numbers of male and female flowers on squash and cucumber plants. Research shows that 
female flower production is encouraged by cool temperatures, high sunlight and short 
photoperiod (spring vs. summer) and low nitrogen fertilization. Male flowering is encouraged by 
high temperatures, low sunlight, high nitrogen fertilization and close space planting.” 
 
1. And the number one question was “Why didn’t my hydrangea bloom?” 
Some Hydrangea bloom on old wood (last year’s summer/autumn growth) and some on new 
wood (growth in spring). Some species are hardy to zone 5, others to zone 3. The popular Big-
leaf Hydrangea with pink and blue blooms which many stores sell, blooms on old wood and is 
hardy to zone 5. Most didn’t bloom this year because there was no snow cover, we had very 
cold temperatures and the buds froze. Or the homeowner pruned it down in autumn and cut off 
the buds.  
 
After the ground freezes in fall (so you’re not making a nice winter nest for mice) a wrapping of 
burlap loosely filled with leaves will help 
protect the blossom buds.  Click here for 
Hydrangeas Demystified information from 
Proven Winners including identification 
and care recommendations.   

 
This Hydrangea macrophylla ‘Variegata’ 
is planted at our office entrance in 
Millbrook. I’ve never seen it bloom but its 
leaves are a beautiful addition to the 
garden. 
 
 
 

 

http://idl.entomology.cornell.edu/files/2013/11/Galls-on-Plants-158myw7.pdf
http://woodyplants.cals.cornell.edu/home
https://extension.umd.edu/growit/poor-blossom-and-fruit-set-vegetables
https://www.provenwinners.com/Hydrangeas-Demystified


September 2016  Page 4 
 

 

 
CAN ROBOTS REALLY MOW MY LAWN? 

By Jennifer Stengle, CCE Putnam Horticulture Resource Educator 

 
Do you dream of someone else mowing your lawn? No sweating and straining behind a walk-
behind or push mower. It looks like your dreams could come true. Today’s robotic mowers—
about the size of a lawn mower without a handle—continually mow your lawn and dock into a 
recharging station automatically. Cornell University’s Turf Team collaborated with Consumer 
Reports to try out four robotic mowers ranging in price from $1000 to $2400 dollars. (In contrast, 
a highly rated push mower will run you about $400). This is all relatively new technology so you 
can expect robotic mowers to get better and cheaper over time.  
 
The upside of robotic mowers is that they keep your lawn continuously mowed, and they do it 
more quietly than a conventional mower (60 dB as opposed to 110dB), running on rechargeable 
batteries. The downsides include inability to handle uneven terrain, like woodchuck holes or 
very steep slopes, and you have to install a perimeter wire and docking station. In general, they 
are better suited to small lawns (1/3 to 1/4 acre). Some models will map your yard so that they 
know to mow around garden beds and fishponds, but other models need a perimeter wire to 
keep flowers safe from mowing blades.  
 
These four-wheeled robots move around large objects they encounter, like light poles and 
fences. Blades will stop if a person disturbs or lifts up the mower. Bump-sensors trigger blades 
to stop spinning when they encounter a hard object in the lawn, like a child’s toy or a rock. They 
won’t mow over fluffy the cat napping on the lawn. You will still need to use a weed trimmer for 
tough-to-mow edges. These mowers are slow moving: they won’t be chasing you around the 
yard. Many models include theft protection features: they weigh about 25 pounds and are all 
equipped with handles so you can carry them for maintenance.  

 
 
 
In Europe, about 20% of home lawns already use robotic mowers. You will find many videos 
online showing tests of various makes. Models tested by Consumer Reports and Cornell Turf 
Team researchers include both American and European brands, with the cheapest actually 
getting the better rating. The trial ran for six months, and researchers observed lawn 
appearance and quality of cut. Check out the results through the links below. 
Click here for a Cornell article and a Consumer Reports video.  

Cornell Associate professor Frank Rossi discusses a new collaboration with Consumer Reports to evaluate robotic lawn mowers. 

blogs.cornell.edu/hort/2015/06/25/turf-field-day-at-bluegrass-lane/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5mt6k2IeQ6U&nohtml5=False
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BEHIND THE SCENES AT THE DUTCHESS COUNTY FAIR    
 

Each day of the fair from 10 am to 7 pm CCEDC Master Gardener volunteers staffed the 
displays in the Fairground’s Horticultural building. Wearing their CCEDC badges and a smile 
they answered many question about horticulture and organic recycling, and pointed the way to 
the Restrooms. Here are a few photos of other activities leading up to and during the week.  
 

           
                           
 

                
 

 

                      
 
 

               
 
 

Packing up at the F&HC  Arrival at the Horticulture Building Monday afternoon  

All set up a few hours later During the week 

A blue ribbon winner A midway winner A quiet moment for reading 

Fair flowers are exhibited for a few days then replaced with new entries. We collected the discarded blooms in our 
compost display for the week. Then they joined the manure and bedding from 4H Hill destined for real composting.  

Our favorite book 
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WEBSITES TO VISIT 
 NYS IPM Ultrasonic Devices? Ultra-ineffective. 

 NYS IPM Wasps and Festivals 

 Cornell Crabgrass Control 

 Sara Jenkins' Guide to Making Good Food with Bad Tomatoes 

 Ticks Talk, Tick Checks, Tick Folklore — and More to Come 
 
 

Let's Talk Trash: Composting and Recycling Workshop 
Friday October 28, 3-5 pm, or Saturday October 29, 9-11 am 

 
You've finished a nice meal or a quick snack. You've cleaned up your garden. You've sorted 
through the stack of mail, magazines and newspapers on the table. You've cleaned out the 
basement. You're ready to throw things out.  
 
You really want to do what is best for the environment. You want to follow county solid waste 
disposal guidelines. You've heard that the county's single stream recycling processing makes 
recycling easier. But you're just not sure. What is recyclable, compostable or just plain garbage?  
 
Recycling rates in Dutchess County are over 35% but can be improved. And over 60% of solid 

waste is organic and can be composted. Come learn 
how to improve your trash management skills.  
 
This workshop will help you understand how to 
successfully separate, sort and dispose of household 
and garden waste, and provide training on home 
composting techniques and options. The same 
workshop is offered two times.  
 
Please register by Tuesday October 25 by calling 
Nancy Halas at 845-677-8223 ext 115, or  
nh26@cornell.edu  For more information click here.  
 

 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Saturday, September 10, 10:00 am, Stanfordville Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, 
Stanfordville, NY, “Pruning” by MG volunteer  Michelle Keeley. For more information visit 
www.stanfordlibrary.org 

Saturday September 10, 9 to noon, Millbrook Community Day, Organics Recycling 
exhibits staffed by MG volunteers Lea Cornell and Cathy Lane.  

Sunday September 11, from 2-4pm, The Vanderbilt Garden Association will hold its third 
annual Garden Tea in a tent in the formal gardens of the Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic 
Site on Route 9 in Hyde Park. The Tea is meant to be reminiscent of those held by Louise 
Vanderbilt during the Gilded Age, so guests are encouraged to wear period costumes, or a 

http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2016/08/16/ultrasonic-devices-ultra-ineffective/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2016/08/16/ultrasonic-devices-ultra-ineffective/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2016/08/08/wasps-and-festivals/
http://ccenassau.org/resources/crabgrass-control
https://food52.com/blog/17772-sara-jenkins-guide-to-making-good-food-with-bad-tomatoes?utm_term=7470339&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20160826_eds_tomatoweek
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2016/09/01/ticks-talk-tick-checks-tick-folklore-and-more-to-come/
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/07/19/lets-talk-trash
file://///CCEDCSVR/H/DataJdT/Documents/Dutchess%20Dirt/2015%20Dutchess%20Dirt/www.stanfordlibrary.org
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fancy garden party hat. Refreshments will include a selection of teas, scones, tea sandwiches, 
cookies and cakes. Guest speaker will be Lawrence Turk, the new Superintendent of the 
Roosevelt-Vanderbilt-Van Buren Historical Sites. There will also be live music and a runway 
show presented by Toucan Hats. Tickets are $45 for members and $50 for non-members and 
must be purchased in advance at http://gardentea2016.brownpapertickets.com for more 
information contact  www.vanderbiltgarden.org or call 845-229-6432. 
 
Sunday, September 25, 10am – 2pm, Rhinebeck Farmers’ Market, 61 E. Market Street, 
Rhinebeck, a Home Composting display will be staffed by MG volunteer Pam Sheehan.  
  
Wednesday, September 28 at 10am, Rhinebeck Garden Club Monthly Meeting, Rhinebeck 
Town Hall. Program: “Hydrangeas, Hydrangeas, Hydrangeas”, presented by Corrine Becker. 
Perspective new members welcome. Contact Steven Mann for information at 876-6892. 
 
Saturday, October 8, 10:00 am, Stanfordville Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, 
NY, “Putting the Garden to Bed’ by MG volunteer Philomena Kiernan. For more information 
visit www.stanfordlibrary.org 

Sunday, October 16, 10am – 2pm, Rhinebeck Farmers’ Market, 61 E. Market Street, 
Rhinebeck, a Home Composting display will be staffed by MG volunteer Kathy Smith.   
 
Friday, October 28, 3-5 pm or Saturday October 29, 9-11 am “Let’s Talk Trash” CCEDC 
2715 Route 44, Millbrook NY, 12545 by Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture 
Resource Educator and Master Gardener volunteer Kathy Smith. Register before October 25 
with nh26@cornell.edu For more information click here.  
 
 

SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 
Would you like to submit information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this 
newsletter?  Please send an email to Nancy Halas at nh26@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli 
jdt225@cornell.edu by the 25th of each month to be included in the next month’s newsletter.  
Please include the date, time, location, a short description, cost and contact information for  
more details.   
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is now open for the season on each Wednesday 
morning 9am to noon. Questions can also be submitted through our website at 
www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening   
 
NOTE: starting in September, the Horticulture Hotline will be moved to THURSDAY morning 
9am to noon, to accommodate the Master Gardener Training schedule for the class of 2016 
which will be held on Wednesdays. 
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted any day 8:30 am to 4:00 pm. There is a 
$15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab website for reliable resources and 
information on our services. Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted all year 
long.  There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab page for more 
resources and information on our services. 
 

http://gardentea2016.brownpapertickets.com/
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org/
file://///CCEDCSVR/H/DataJdT/Documents/Dutchess%20Dirt/2015%20Dutchess%20Dirt/www.stanfordlibrary.org
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/07/19/lets-talk-trash
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
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MONTHLY ID QUIZ 
 

                                    
This pest is most easily discovered by the 
frass on the stem of the plant it damages. It 
is a squash vine borer and can affect any 
type of Cucurbit.  

This photo was shown to us at the DC Fair. 
It is a pile of “funny little nests” plucked last 
week from an Arborvitae. Do you know what 
they are? (Hint, look carefully) 
 
 
 
 
 

HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

