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Raising Kids 
Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Relatives as Parents Program (RAPP) was recognized as 
“Outstanding Organization” for the 2016 Cura Award by the New York State KinCare 
Coalition.  Denyse Variano, Brenda Reynolds, Linda Coleman and Emi DiSciullo attended an 
awards luncheon in Albany on Thursday, September 8, 2016.  This award is given to a non-profit 
organization in New York State providing kinship care that has had a significant impact on the 
kinship care issue.   
 

 
 
 
 
From left to 
right-  Wendy Nocar 
(RAPP caregiver), 
Brenda Reynolds, 
Denyse Variano, Emi 
DiSciullo, Linda 
Coleman, Patricia 
Bryant (NYS OCFS 
Contract Manager), 
Jerry Wallace (NYS 
Kinship Navigator 
Director). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our fall parenting program was kicked off with a new talk called Parenting in this Wild New World: 
5 Tools for Successful Parenting, which was held at the Port Jervis Library. All together twelve 
people attended. The talk was so well received that one of the participants offered to pay $20 
(half) of the tuition for our upcoming Discipline is Not a Dirty Word series to everyone present and 
interested to learn more. Three of the twelve signed up, with one couple waiting for an evening 
series since they are both working and unable to attend the series slated to begin in October 
during the day. 
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A new offering this fall, will include piloting 1:1 (one on one) parenting enrichment sessions to 
families who have participated in one of our parenting series. This comes after several requests 
from parents and caregivers to further learn how to implement what they learn in their everyday 
lives. The fee for three sessions will be $180 with a sliding scale. 
 
Lastly, we are delighted to report that Julika von Stackelberg was asked to join the SUNY Morrison 
Lab School’s Advisory Board as the Middletown representative.  
 
Eating Right 
The Expanded Food Nutrition Education Program (EFNEP) participated in an annual site visit from 
Cornell University to debrief the past year and plan for 2017. This visit included critical discussions 
between administration and front line staff regarding our past work and upcoming objectives. 
Cornell staff were impressed with the work Orange County EFNEP has done in terms of integrating 
Policy, Systems, and Environment Change into our established EFNEP programming and is 
looking to our county to continue this important work. Other highlights were the integration of youth 
education for 2017 as well as the inclusion of several new curricula; Finding a Balance (FAB), a 
diabetes focused lesson series, and Healthy Cents, which focuses heavily on the resource 
management aspect of health and wellness. Staff are looking forward to another year of EFNEP 
and are in full swing teaching and coordinating groups all around the county.  
 
Spending Smart 
As a part of the Financial Capability Project, funded by the United Way of Dutchess – Orange 
Region, program staff have been in the midst of revising and revamping our Family Budget 
Education program. The new “Money Matters and More” brochure is in the works and will highlight 
our Financial Literacy for Youth program, our one-on-one financial education programs, and 
community based financial education workshops for the general public and as professional 
development for our Orange County colleagues and partners.  
 
The Financial Literacy for Youth Program (FLY) reached 10 youth at the Newburgh Assessment 
Center. This is a new site for the FLY program and is a perfect fit. Many of these youth are in 
between homes and in foster care, several transitioning out on their own for the first time. The 
workshop focused on effective budgeting skills and practices, as well as how to create SMART 
personal financial goals. Participants remarked that they now realize “how a budget can help” and 
“how long it will take for me to save for my first apartment”. Providing financial education and skill 
building opportunities for youth in transition can aid in their overall understanding of financial 
concepts and set them up for future success in securing and maintaining their first apartment. 


