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Kale Day Ithaca/NYC- Maire Ullrich 

Dr. Phil “Griff” Griffiths and his Doctoral Candidate Hannah Swengarden had 

Kale Day in Ithaca on August 23rd and then had a similar, but indoors, version in 

Manhattan on September 15th.  The goal is for the Cornell Breeding program to 

winnow down from the hundreds of varieties of kale that are available, 

something that is highly desirable by both growers and consumers.  Because 

kale comes in a wide range of colors and leaf shapes, there is much work to be 

done surveying consumer reaction to varieties.  The field day in Ithaca invited producers and restauranteurs and the NYC 

version was for chefs.  At both locations, tastings of other breeding program results such as new dry beans, tomatoes 

and broccoli were all offered. CCE assisted in introducing both farmers and chefs to Griff and Hannah so they could be 

participants in the research project. 

 

Master Gardening Training-Debbie Lester 

This year’s Master Gardener Training program is off to a great start. We are currently in week 3 of the 22 week training 

program. Once completed trainees will have participated in 140 hours of Horticultural training.  This year’s class has a 

total of 16 Master Gardener volunteer trainees. In March, after graduation, they will join the ranks of the existing active 

Master Gardeners bringing the total of Master Gardener volunteers in Orange County to 110. 

The Horticulture Career Training program which is similar to the Master Gardener Training has also started at Otisville 

Federal Prison. Inmates will be given the same training as our Master Gardeners. 

 

Hudson Valley Farm Hub Gets Serious About Food Safety-Erik Schellenberg 

Over the summer the Hudson Valley Farm Hub, located in Hurley NY, has been given a full GAPS training course broken 

up in to four in-class portions. Eleven participants received their GAPS training certificates, and the Hub plans to be 

audited later this season. In addition to the in-class portion, an in-field mock-audit was performed to determine whether 

any food safety risks could be mitigated during the harvesting and packing activities. The Farm Hub will be used in the 

future as a food safety education model to show what safe practices look like, and how GAPS certification can be 

obtained without the farmer having to spend a lot of money. The FSMA trainings will begin within the next few weeks, 

as the train-the-trainer update occurred on September 6th. 



Education at Bountiful Harvest – Rachel Moody 

As part of Bountiful Harvest Celebration and Dinner, there was a celebrity milking contest.  The contest provides for an 

opportunity to teach the attendees directly about the dairy industry as well as send them home with information about 

what they saw.  Below is an example of a handout for the evening.

 


