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 ITHACA —Amid Cayuga Lake’s rolling 
waves and blustering winds, there’s a rising 
tide in the battle against hydrilla.  

  

The Hydrilla Task Force is urgently seeking 
volunteers to monitor the aquatic weed. Last 
month, hydrilla was found in sparse density at 
two new locations —Fall Creek on Aug. 8, 
and the southeastern corner of Cayuga Lake 
on Aug. 21.  

  

The aquatic plant is one of the most aggressive invasive species known in the United States. Left unchecked, the 
plant threatens the $600 million recreational boating industry in the Great Lakes and  

Finger Lakes.  (link to Hydrilla Hunters video 

http://www.ithacajournal.com/videonetwork/2649687848001/Cayuga-Lake-Hydrilla-Hunters)  

  

Even one broken-off hydrilla sprig can proliferate new plants, and the growth can overrun a waterway —

starving fish of oxygen, and filling the entire water column with an aquatic thicket.  

  

Since discovering hydrilla at the two new sites, the Cayuga Lake Floating Classroom  

  

 project has embarked on several cruises to survey the plant.The Floating Classroom needs more volunteers  

to schedule cruises through September, program director Bill Foster said. Pre-registration is required, and Foster 
will schedule more events as volunteers sign up.  

  

Foster said the Floating Classroom hasn’t found hydrilla during the surveys. Still, the cruises are important, as 
they increase the odds of detecting infestations early and eradicating the plant.  

  

“We have to keep monitoring so we know where it is, how it’s behaving once we do find it, and we need more 
than just a few people who understand this process firsthand.”  

  

With every trip, the Floating Classroom takes about a dozen volunteers aboard the MV Haendel. The crew 
teaches  

  

 volunteers how to identify hydrilla and other aquatic plants while collecting plant samples from the  

lake.The plant grows best in shallow waters with muddy bottoms, and it threatens the lake’s shoreline, plus its 
northern and southern ends, according to Floating Classroom educator Cory VanNederynen.  

  

The volunteers collect samples with metal farm rakes that have their handles cut off and a rope tied to their 
ends. Tossing the rake into the water, they use the rope to pull a variety of aquatic plants onto the MV Haendel. 



The volunteers then sort through their catch, keeping an eye open for hydrilla and its non-invasive lookalike, 
elodea.  
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Debra Eichten, of Ithaca, set onto the water and became a trained hydrilla hunter on Aug. 29. She’s an avid 
kayaker, and said it’s important for her to help with eradicating the invasive plant.  

  

“It’s a great volunteer opportunity, and it also provides people an opportunity to see the lake, at no cost, from a 

different vantage point,” Eichten said.  

  

The volunteers will make the difference in assuring that hydrilla won’t take hold in Cayuga Lake and its 

tributaries, said Hilary Lambert, Cayuga Lake Watershed Network  

  

 executive director.“With just a tiny bit of training, (volunteers) can know what this plant looks like and  

report it,” she said.  

  

Many people are still relying on  

  

 the government to take care of hydrilla, Lambert said, but that’s an outdated idea.“People have to start  

helping, because the funding is not there for state or federal agencies to do this stuff anymore, and it’s really 
awful,” she said.  

  

Volunteers are needed year-round, Lambert said, and hydrilla eradication efforts will remain for years.  

  

“We could really use volunteer help,” she said.  
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