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During the month of October, 4-H clubs all over the US will be participating in National 4-H Science Day on 
October 5 (see our event flyer below!). 4-H’ers everywhere are excited as this year’s science experiment will 
delve deeper into the science behind drones! In the spirit of National 4-H Science, we thought it would be 
great to share some information about drones for this month’s Green Ink Tech! 
 

What are Drones? 
 

Also known as Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV’s), drones are flying vehicles that can be operated remotely. 
Originally developed for military use around 2002, drones have been used to reach areas where manned 
flight has been difficult or too risky. As drone technology has developed, further uses have been found to 
include disaster relief, search and rescue missions, aerial photography/mapping and even delivering 
packages!  
 

Some things you should know about drones: 
 

Today, many hobbyists enjoy building and flying drones simply for the 
learning experience and entertainment. The process of planning the design, 
building it and seeing the drone in the air the first time can be very 
rewarding! If this is something you’re interested in doing, you should know 
that there are many resources available online to assist you with building a 
drone, but it will still require many hours of work and troubleshooting to get 
your first drone up and flying. If you’re the type of person that enjoys intense 

work with electronics and programming, building a drone may be the right hobby for you! A good starting 
point for DIY drones can be found at http://beginnerflyer.com/build-a-drone/.  
 

Perhaps building a drone is not for you but you’re still interested in drones as a hobby. There are many kits 
out there that are ready to fly (RTF drone kits) with just a few quick steps after the box has been opened. We 
recommend doing your research as some kits may still require assembly (DIY drone kits) or may involve 
purchasing a separate control device which still needs to be bound to the drone.  
 

There are rules about flying drones and some drones need to be registered. Due to Federal Aviation 
Administration rules and safety regulations, some drones now need to be registered. For more information 
on drone registration, check out http://www.roboticstrends.com/article/does_my_drone_need_to_be_ 
registered_with_the_faa.  
 

If you are interested in participating with the 4-H National Science Day activity, Drone Discovery, visit  
http://4-h.org/parents/national-youth-science-day/ or come to our office at 6:00 p.m. on October 5 for our 
own Drone Discovery event!  
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