
Hydrilla Program Manager James Balyszak near a barrier intended to

keep canoeists and kayakers out of hydrilla-infested Stewart Park

pond. The barrier broke from its mooring last week, and will need to be

repaired, Balyszak said. The broken barrier didn't set back hydrilla

eradication efforts because the plants haven't yet sprouted. /
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Hydrilla information session

An update on this year’s hydrilla program is

scheduled 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. July 8 at the

large Stewart Park Pavilion in Ithaca.

How to help• E-mail

steward@cayugalake.org for hydrilla

volunteering opportunities.

• Make sure to clean your boats and

equipment of all plant fragments and debris

before and after launching. This includes

motorized watercraft, canoes, kayaks,

paddleboards, etc.

• For more information about hydrilla and

why it is a problem, visit StopHydrilla.org or

cayugalake.org/hydrilla-hunters.html.

ITHACA — As rising water temperatures

bring on sprouting hydrilla in Cayuga Lake inlet and Fall Creek, efforts to eradicate the invasive

plant are coming to a boil.

Hydrilla is one of the most aggressive invasive species known in the United States. Left

unchecked, the plant threatens to overrun Cayuga Lake and connected waterways.

Full hydrilla infestation would starve fish of oxygen, overrun other aquatic plants and make some

areas impassable to boats.

Water temperatures in Cayuga Lake inlet and Fall Creek about 61 degrees, and hydrilla typically

sprouts when water is about 63 degrees or warmer, Hydrilla Task Force Program Manager James

Balyszak said. The Hydrilla Task Force allows hydrilla to sprout and grow so the plants are

susceptible to herbicide.

Hydrilla plants are expected sprouts by the second week in June, aquatic biologist Bob Johnson

said. Johnson leads hydrilla monitoring efforts. Herbicide treatments are expected in early July,

Balyszak said.

“We have definitely made significant progress in the inlet, and now we are looking to transfer that

same progress and success into Fall Creek — now that we have had the chance to fully plan and

strategist for this upcoming season,” Balyszak added.

In August 2013, the plant was found in Fall Creek, the Stewart Park Pond and the southeastern

corner of Cayuga Lake. The Hydrilla Task Force used an emergency herbicide application to knock

back the Fall Creek and Stewart Park Pond infestations.

For the Cayuga Lake growth, divers dug up the plants by hand and circled the infestation sites with

Hydrilla eradication efforts ramp up around Cayuga Lake | Ithaca Journal |... http://www.ithacajournal.com/article/20140519/NEWS01/305190048/-1...

1 of 3 5/20/2014 9:33 AM



nets to stop plant fragments from floating away. The divers also laid down underwater mats that

block sunlight and smother plant growth.

Balyszak said this season he’s planning to spend $300,000 to $320,000, depending on water flow,

for herbicide treatments and related eradication efforts.

An additional $23,000 herbicide treatment may be applied this season, depending on conditions,

Balyszak said.

Since hydrilla was first found in Cayuga Lake Inlet in August 2011, officials have spent $692,380 in

the push to wipe out the plant, Balyszak said. Nearly half of that money, $336,000, was spent in

2013.

With herbicides killing hydrilla through the summer, tuber numbers have dropped to less than one

tuber per square meter within the inlet. That number is down from nine tubers per square meter in

2013. Tubers are like the plant's seeds.

In Fall Creek, there are about 20 tubers per square meter at infested sites, and the Stewart Park

Pond has seven tubers per square meter, Johnson said.

The herbicide treatment in parts of Cayuga Lake inlet is shrinking this season, and the duration of

treatment may grow shorter, too.

Herbicide treatments lasted for about 100 days in 2012 and dropped to 60 days in 2013. Balyszak

said he’s hoping to reduce the treatment even more more for 2014.

“Reducing the duration means less herbicide going into the water, we’re still achieving the same

results that we want, and it also means reducing the cost for the project,” Balyszak said.

Also, the flood control channel near Wegmans grocery store will receive less herbicide this year

because hydrilla has never been found there.

Hydrilla Hunters sought

Herbicides are proving effective at killing hydrilla, but only where infestations of the plant are

known.

Last August, new hydrilla infestations were discovered in Fall Creek, the Stewart Park Pond and in

shallow water on Cayuga Lake last August.

“If there are those isolated patches that escape our detection, those populations will be the ones

that can give rise to further infestation,” Balyszak said. “That is definitely a major concern, that is

the real wild card when you look at this scenario.”

An emergency herbicide treatment was applied to the Fall Creek and Stewart Park pond

Infestations, while divers used barriers and removed the Cayuga Lake infestation by hand.

“I think volunteers are going to make the difference,” Cayuga Lake Watershed Network Executive

Director Hilary Lambert said. She is an organizer for the Hydrilla Hunters, a group of volunteer who

help monitor for the plant and engage in public education.
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Hydrilla is easy to identify, and volunteers are need to help spread information on how to identify

and report hydrilla, Lambert said. “Everybody, from eight to 10-year-old kids, can really make a

difference,” Lambert said.
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