
At our board meeting on September 14 Northern Credit Union presented us a check to underwrite the $9,600 
cost to bring the financial education program, Mad City Money, to students in six Jefferson County schools 
over the next school year. The credit union also funded Mad City Money for three school districts in the Fort 
Drum RISE grant program during the 2015-2016 school year.  
 
Mad City Money, created by the Credit Union National Association, is a hands-on simulation that teaches 
budgeting by placing middle and high school students in simulated real-world scenarios. Complete with 
occupation, salary, debt, and medical insurance payments, teens get a virtual family and proceed to navigate 
through various stations to purchase housing, transportation, food, clothing, and other household 
necessities.  
 
“Northern Credit Union is committed to educating the students in our communities to make intelligent 
choices with their finances. Too often we hear of individuals voicing that they were never granted the 
opportunity to learn and engage in financial education classes, either at school or in the home,” states Dan 
St. Hilaire, Chief Executive Officer for Northern Credit Union. “We are excited to continue our support of 
Cornell Cooperative Extension and hope that our similar goals will bring positive change to financial 
education in the North Country and reach as many students as possible.” 
 
“This year we will double the number of schools to which we are 
able to offer Mad City Money thanks to Northern Credit Union 
underwriting the cost. Budgeting is an important life-skill and 
many local schools lack the resources to bring this vital 
education to students,” said Rochelle Runge, College Financial 
Readiness Educator at Cornell Cooperative Extension.  
 
We are seeking community volunteers to support Mad City 
Money events in local schools this year.  For more information 
on Mad City Money or to volunteer for any of the events, please 
contact Rochelle Runge at rav26@cornell.edu or by calling 315-
788-8450, ext. 272. 
 

By Rochelle Runge, 4-H Educator 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County, 4-H 

Camp Wabasso, and  

 Jefferson County, NY 4H  


