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City of Ithaca Strongly Discourages the Use of Boats in the Inlet 
The City of Ithaca is responding to what is being considered an environmental 
emergency in the Cayuga Inlet.  The highly aggressive and invasive plant species 
Hydrilla has been detected in several areas along the Inlet.  This is the first detection of 
Hydrilla in upstate New York’s waters, and the risk of it spreading to other water bodies 
is substantial.  Hydrilla spreads very quickly and if left untreated will threaten 
ecosystems, interfere with boating, fishing and swimming, and have direct economic 
impact on waterfront businesses.  Within 3 years it could render the Inlet and the 
southern end of Cayuga Lake toxic to wildlife and impassable. 
 
While the City pursues emergency treatment options in collaboration with the County 
and the State, officials are strongly discouraging the use of boats in the Inlet.  Boat 
traffic of any kind, including keel boats, motor boats, kayaks, canoes, paddleboards, 
crew shells, and sailing dinghies, can cause fragments of the plants to break off.  These 
fragments can be transported to areas that are not currently infested and can sprout 
roots and establish new populations.  
 
All boaters are urged to clean their boats and trailers thoroughly before and after 
entering the waters of Cayuga Lake and the Inlet to prevent the spread of this species to 
other water bodies.  Washing stations will be set up in Allan H. Treman Marina, and 
other locations. 
 
“We are facing an emergency situation with a scope and magnitude that we have not 
seen before” stated Superintendent of Public Works William Gray.  “It will take the full 
cooperation of land owners, users of the waterways, State and local agencies to 
successfully combat this species and protect the waterways of New York State” added 
Gray. 
 
For boats currently moored at slips in the Inlet, the Cayuga Lake Hydrilla Task Force, in 
which the City plays a leading role, suggests delaying end-of-season pulling from the 
water.  This will allow cleaning stations to focus on smaller and transient boats, and may 
allow boats to be better cleaned in October once treatment options have been better 
determined.  
 
More information about Hydrilla can be found on the City’s website, 
www.cityofithaca.org. 
     -End- 


