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City and Ithaca Farmers Market Close Paddle Docks Due to Hydrilla Infestation 
 
City of Ithaca Superintendent of Public Works William J. Gray has issued an order to 
close the city’s paddle docks in Cass Park until further notice in response to the Hydrilla 
infestation in the Cayuga Inlet.  The Ithaca Farmers Market has also closed their docks 
due to the high risk of boaters unintentionally fragmenting and spreading Hydrilla to 
other areas of the Inlet, the Flood Control Channel, Cayuga Lake, and other water 
bodies.    
 
On September 19, 2011, the City of Ithaca issued an official statement strongly 
discouraging the use of boats in the Inlet in an attempt to contain the highly aggressive 
and invasive aquatic plant Hydrilla, until an emergency treatment can be applied.  The 
City continues to pursue emergency treatment options with the assistance of Tompkins 
County and New York State agencies. 
  
Boat owners are encouraged to leave their boats docked until a treatment is applied so 
the boats can be treated as well.  Boat owners who remove their boats from the Inlet 
should thoroughly clean their boats, trailers, and all equipment that has come in contact 
with the water.  Boats and trailers can be cleaned at a carwash, or owners can contact 
Johnson’s Boat yard to inquire about the availability of their boat cleaning station. 
  
“The City would like to thank area boaters for their compliance with the request to cease 
all boat traffic on the Inlet” said Gray.  “We recognize that it was highly disruptive to the 
collegiate rowing teams, businesses, and a number of boating clubs, and we appreciate 
the sacrifices made to allow this treatment effort to be as successful as possible” added 
Gray. 
 
More information on Hydrilla can be found on the City’s website: www.cityofithaca.org  
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