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At this point, most growers seem to have downy mildew under control either by stripping basal leaves or 

chemical control.  Systemic or widespread outbreaks are rare, so most growers have stayed on top of 

it.  Weeds are also relatively under control now in most places.  The approach to weeding has varied from 

hand weeding to weed-whackers to flame, steam and chemical control -- but planning for some approach to 

weed management is important (!), and we hope to do more research into efficient systems.  I've talked with 

Tim Weigle about future experiments with sheep and chickens in the hops yard, so more to come on that.  

 

On the pest side, two-spotted spider mites are showing up now in around half the yards I scout, which is an 

increase over previous weeks.  Populations vary, but should be kept in check if mites are showing up at high 

numbers (>10/leaf) on a high proportion of leaves.  Control options include chemical control and the release 

of predatory mites (see IPM labs in Locke, NY:  http://

www.ipmlabs.com/ ).   

 

Aphids are also showing up in greater numbers, while Leafhoppers 

and Japanese Beetles seem to be holding steady.  I've only seen  

major Japanese Beetle damage in one yard.  Two yards had the   

surprise pest of the week:  Fall webworms, complete with big nests 

and total defoliation of bines.  In one of the yards, the group made 

their way steadily from the top wire down the coir to                   

head-height.  In the other yard, they were still at the top.  Best to 

cut the whole nest out as soon as you see it, and make it disappear.  

BT, bacillus thuringiensis will work for these lepidopteras.   

       Continue on page 2 
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Steve Notes: 

A number of growers have noticed side arms that have died back.  This can happen from downy mildew, but 

the major cause is from wind damage.  This is even seen in the Pacific Northwest, the growing tips are very 

brittle.  Also quite a few people are noticing yellowing plants and we are looking into those.  Some, I’m sure 

have to do with plant nutrition.  As Jason said, we have had the 

first two sightings of a nest building caterpillar in hops.  They 

are fall webworm.  I do not expect them to be a big problem 

but I would like to hear if other growers have seen them.  The 

larvae of the fall webworm pass through as many as 11 stages 

of development.  In each stage, feeding occurs within a distinct 

web made of silk produced by the larvae.  More than 50 species 

of parasites and 36 species of predators of the fall webworm 

are known in America.   
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Also, fully male plants are showing up in a few yards.  These should be removed completely to avoid          

pollination of flowers and the potential for seedy cones.  Some bines will occasionally have male flower    

clusters mixed in among females, and those male flowers are sterile, but here we are talking about fully male 

plants that can cause problems with hops quality down the line. 

 

My new number is 315-790-0328, and feel free to text or call with questions.   

-Jason 
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