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Through a partnership with Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Tioga County and 
Cornell University, the Our Farms, Our Stories 
project documents individual stories of 
farmers and provides a glimpse into the fabric 
of Tioga County’s agricultural community. 
 
Over the course of 10 weeks, students from 
Cornell University interviewed a diverse 
group of farmers and other members of the 
community. This was done to better 
understand the needs and opportunities of the 
agricultural community, and the relationship 
between agriculture and the wider Tioga 
County community.  
 
It is our intent that this report be shared 
widely as a way to share the stories 
documented by the Our Farms, Our Stories 
project. We are immensely grateful to 
everyone who contributed to this project, and 
hope you enjoy reading the stories of the 
many farmers profiled.  
 
 
-The Our Farms, Our Stories team  
 



  



 



  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 



 



 



 
 

 
 
 

 



  

 

• If farming is to 
remain a viable 
occupation in the 
county, 
opportunities to 
study and practice 
agriculture must 
exist in the local 
school systems

Education

Resources
• Growing a variety of 

different crops 
stood out as 
something that was 
often crucial to the 
success of a farm 
business, and 
farmers mentioned 
how a diverse farm 
would be a good 
choice for 
beginning farmers

Diversification

• For beginning farmers in 
particular, access to land and 
capital is an ongoing need, 
and programs that help 
connect land owners with 
these beginning farmers (such 
as Finger Lakes Land Link) 
would benefit Tioga County 
Farmers 

• Farmers would also benefit 
from a unified, easy to access 
source of information for all 
things related to their farm 
including help with business 
planning and information for 
how to remedy production 
issues 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

It is important to continue to support and 
understand the agricultural producers of Tioga 
County. The agricultural industry contributes 

$300 million to the Tioga County economy, and 
supports 1,132 jobs. 

 
During interviews for the Our Farms, Our 

Stories project, farmers mentioned needs and 
suggestions for how to be successful within the 

agricultural sector. Here's what they said: 

 

SUPPORTING YOUR LOCAL FARMER 
 

Farmers aren’t just growing your food, they’re also your neighbors. Get to know farmers 
in your community better by stopping by your local farm stand or farmer’s market and 
striking up a conversation!  Farms are ever-changing, and there’s always something to 
learn. By buying food from the farmers market or picking up a gallon of milk from the 

grocery store, you are sure to bring fresh food to your table, and support the hard work 
of your local farmers. 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FINAL THOUGHTS 

Agriculture continues to be a significant contributor to the way of life and 
preservation of natural beauty in Tioga County. Through the research conducted 
by the Our Farms, Our Stories team, it became apparent that agriculture is a vital 
part of the community, and there exists opportunities to preserve and expand 

agriculture in the county going forward. Future opportunities within the 
agricultural sector have the potential to directly impact the community's vitality by 

providing jobs, fresh food, and preserving Tioga County's roots in agriculture. 

 


