
Can you save seeds from crops like cucumber, gourd, squash, melon and pumpkin for planting 
next year? Someone told me they won’t grow. 
 
The seeds will definitely grow, but the fruit may not be what you are expecting. All of the crops 
you mentioned are members of the vine, or squash family. All of these crops are insect 
pollinated and, depending on the species, they freely cross pollinate with each other. Squash 
(winter, summer, and pumpkin) are very likely to cross with one another if grown in the same 
garden.  Depending on what type of squash pollen ended up pollinating the flower that 
developed into the seeds you harvest, you may get what we call a ‘Franken-fruit’- a cross 
between two members of the squash family. 
 
Many members of the squash family are of the same species, so they can pollinate each other.  
For example most pumpkins and gourds and all acorn, summer, and spaghetti squash are the 
same species, Cucurbita pepo. If you have more than one of these species in your garden, they 
can cross with one another. The fruit that you harvest will be fine, just exactly what you 
planted. But if you save the seeds, they can be a cross between what you planted and a 
different squash of the same species. In this case you might end up with a cross between a 
pumpkin and a spaghetti squash, an acorn-gourd or a zucchini-pumpkin! Remember, this is only 
if you save the seeds!  The current season’s fruit will not be affected. 
 
Another example – Buttercup squash and hubbard squash are both Cucurbita maxima, so they 
can cross with each other. The resulting seed will produce a buttercup-hubbard. To complicate 
matters, some pumpkins (especially giant ones) are also C. maxima, so they can cross with 
hubbard and buttercup. 
 
All melons are Cucumis melo. Since they belong to a totally different plant genus, they will not 
cross with squash, but they will cross with each other. So if you are growing both cantaloupe 
and honeydew, they can cross pollinate each other and the resulting seed would produce a 
cantaloupe-honeydew. 
 
The same is true for cucumbers, Cucumis sativus. They cannot cross with other members of the 
vine family, but different cucumber varieties will cross with each other. 
 
You are usually safe in saving the seeds of butternut squash, Cucurbita moschata. Only a few 
varieties of specialty pumpkins are also C. moschata. So as long as you don’t grow specialty 
pumpkins no cross pollination will take place.   
 
This can get confusing, but if you want to save seeds from vine/squash crops, grow only one 
variety of each species and no cross pollination will occur. Most seed catalogs list the Latin 
names so it is easy to make your selections. 
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