
    By Sue Gwise, Horticulture Educator 

Several Jefferson County Master Gardener Volunteers have been trained as emerald ash borer (EAB) monitors. In 
conjunction with the St. Lawrence Eastern Lake Ontario Partnership for Regional Invasive Species Management (SLELO 
PRISM), nine Master Gardeners will be monitoring local state parks for evidence of this invasive insect. 
 
As far as we know, EAB has not been found in Northern New York, but 
there are large infestations across the St. Lawrence River in Prescott and 
Mallorytown, Ontario. It is likely that when EAB does move into the North 
Country, it will come in from Canada. The EAB is a good flier and the St. 
Lawrence River is not a barrier. 
 
All the State Parks along the St. Lawrence and Eastern Lake Ontario shores 
will be monitored. Jefferson County Master Gardeners will be on the 
lookout at Southwick Beach, Westcott Beach, Keewaydin, Robert Wehle, 
and Kring Point State Parks. 
 
The emerald ash borer is a non-native, invasive insect that attacks and kills 
all ash (Fraxinus) species. It was first found in Michigan in 2002. Since then 
it has spread through much of the north central and eastern portions of the U.S. It was first found in New York in 2009. 
Currently the infestation that is closest to the North Country is in Onondaga County.  Earlier this year it was discovered 
in Rome, NY (Oneida County). 
 

The EAB can kill a healthy ash tree within two years. Specimen trees can be treated with trunk injections of systemic 
insecticides that are 99% effective in protecting the tree. Certified arborists or pest control specialists are licensed to 
treat ash trees for EAB. 

 

‘Blonding’ and excavation on ash bark by 
wood peckers looking for EAB larvae. 

  

Current New York State EAB quarantine map 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County, 

4-H Camp Wabasso, and  

 Jefferson County, NY 4H  

If you notice woodpecker activity in your ash tree, please contact Cooperative 
Extension. This may be a sign of EAB, but not always. Coupled with vertical 
bark cracks, canopy die back, suckering, serpentine insect galleries under the 
bark, and d-shaped exit holes, the woodpecker damage could point to EAB. 
Any suspicious signs or symptoms in an ash should be evaluated by a 
professional. 

Adult emerald ash borer 

 


