
 

 

Media Advisory  

For Immediate Release 
 Local Paddling Community Teams With 

Cornell Cooperative Extension to Give “Back to the Bays” 
 
The local paddling community knows first-hand how important clean water is to the health of the marine 
environment and the recreational value of our bays.  In efforts to improve water quality, restore coastal and 
marine habitat, and enhance shellfish populations, proceeds from an upcoming paddling race and post-race 
beach BBQ will be directed to Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Back to the Bays Initiative.  Funds generated 
will contribute to the habitat and shellfish restoration work being conducted by CCE and the paddle 
community.  
  
The local paddling community has pledged their support of Cornell Cooperative Extension Marine Program 
researchers and educators to help make a difference to the health of our bays.  Proceeds from this year’s Great 
Peconic Race (September 10th Wades Beach, Shelter Island), paired with sponsorship by Corcoran, and private 
contributions received from a Good Circle crowd funding campaign, will help enable an impressive amount of 
work to be done in support of the health of our bays.  
 
A generous donation from the Thomas L. Kempner Foundation has made it possible for work to begin this 
spring.  CCE along with paddlers seeded 5,000 bay scallops into a new spawner sanctuary in Shelter Island 
Sound.  Eelgrass test plantings were also deployed last spring. Recent monitoring has determined the suitable 
planting location that will be the receiving area of 2,500 shoots of eelgrass that will be prepared on Wades 
Beach by volunteers and planted by CCE’s dive team on race day, September 10th.  For the shellfish restoration 
component 10,000 hard clams will also be seeded by the paddlers off Shelter Island as part of the Great Peconic 
Race. The more funds generated through the Great Peconic Race registration, the post-race Beach BBQ for the 
Bays, and the Good Circle Crowd Funding Campaign, the more of this important work will be conducted!   
 
 Members of the paddling community, and the general public can help in the following ways: 

1. Participate in the Great Peconic Race around Shelter Island on September 10th at 9am at Wades 
Beach.  Both Elite and Recreational Courses available.  Visit www.greatpeconicrace.com to register.   

2. Buy Tickets/Sponsorship to the Post-Great Peconic Race Beach BBQ Catered by Schmidt’s 
featuring BBQ chicken, ribs, shellfish and more with plenty of local wine and Montauk Brewing 
Company & Greenport Harbor Brewing Company beer to enjoy.   Proceeds directly support habitat and 
shellfish restoration projects.  Tickets $75, Sponsorships from $$250-$1,000 include marketing benefits 
and tickets to the event.  Visit https://gprbeachbbq.eventbrite.com 

3. Can’t make the Race or the BBQ? Then join the paddling community in pledging support of the work of 
CCE's Marine Program by donating to the Good Circle Campaign designed to generate funds for the 
Shelter Island/Sag Harbor Back to the Bays Stewardship Sites.  Visit http://goodcircle.org/projects/back-
to-the-bays/ to give.   

 
For more information about tickets, sponsorships, or Cornell Cooperative Extension’s Back to the Bays 
Initiative, please contact Kimberly Barbour at (631) 461-5294 or kp237@cornell.edu  
  
 
 
 
 



 
  
About the Great Peconic Race: September 10, 2016, 9am start time, Wades Beach on Shelter Island.  This 
race is held in honor of Ted Baldwin, and his love for the water.  Proceeds will support the Cornell Cooperative 
Extension Marine Program.  Race is open to all seaworthy crafts powered by oar or paddle. Great Peconic Race 
provides three courses, with the full course being a 19.5 mile expedition paddle race circumnavigating Shelter 
Island, NY.  A timed shorter course of about 9 miles, and an untimed recreational course of about 3 miles are 
also available. Learn more at: www.greatpeconicrace.com.  Registration at: https://paddleguru.com/  
  
About Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County Marine Program’s Back to the Bays Initiative: 
This initiative represents a collaboration of scientific research and restoration efforts with effective public 
involvement campaigns and stewardship initiatives.  Through this program residents, school groups, and 
community groups are provided with educational and hands-on opportunities to get involved with CCE’s 
science-based efforts to: 

 Protect and enhance water quality of our bays 
 Rebuild coastal and marine habitat and create resilient shorelines 
 Restore and enhance populations of commercially and recreationally important finfish and shellfish. 

Learn more at: http://ccesuffolk.org/marine  
  
Cornell Cooperative Extension is funded in part by Suffolk County through the office of the County Executive and the 
County Legislature. Cornell Cooperative Extension in Suffolk County provides equal program and employment 
opportunities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


