
Letter to Assemblywoman Lifton that a concern citizen shared with the Hydrilla Task Force in 2011 

 

Honorable Barbara S. Lifton 

Room 555, Legislative Office Building 

Albany, NY 12247 

 

Dear Honorable Lifton:  

 

Last fall, an invasive aquatic plant called Hydrilla was discovered in an inlet to Cayuga Lake. It 

is the plant’s first appearance in the Finger Lakes and Great Lakes system. The presence of 

hydrilla has caused great alarm among experts because of its ability to spread with remarkable 

speed and to literally choke rivers, tributaries, canals, inlets, and lake shorelines. 

 

I urge you to support the request made by the City of Ithaca, Tompkins County, and the 

Tompkins County Soil and Water Conservation District for multi-year State funding to 

stop the plant from spreading to the rest of the Finger Lakes, Great Lakes, and all of the 

connecting canals, rivers, and tributaries. 

 

Experience in other parts of the country has shown that if Hydrilla is not stopped now, it will 

rapidly spread throughout the Finger Lakes system and will ultimately make its way to the Canal 

system and Great Lakes. The damage to the region’s economy, ecology and quality of life is 

incalculable. 

 

Hydrilla is not merely a nuisance. It grows tall and very dense, at a rate of up to 12 inches per 

day. It quickly overwhelms water bodies, leaving them un-navigable and unusable. Places like 

Florida, where hydrilla was allowed to take root, must now spend millions of dollars a year to 

mow temporary paths through the growth. That is not an acceptable future for our beautiful lakes 

and waterways. 

 

Last fall, local government in Tompkins County spent nearly $100,000 to address the initial areas 

of infestation. That local commitment is neither sustainable nor adequate. Hydrilla infestation is 

a State problem that requires a State solution. 

 

An effective eradication effort will cost an estimated $700,000 to $1 million per year for the next 

five to eight years. The funds will sustain an urgently needed “Hydrilla Eradication Program” 

that includes treatment (herbicide, benthic matting, hand removal, etc), plant and water quality 

monitoring, coordination, and public outreach. The cost to the Upstate economy, environment, 

and quality of life is exponentially higher if hydrilla is not stopped now. 

 

I urge you to include this targeted funding in the 2012-13 State budget. 

 



Sincerely, 

 

Also sent to:  

Governor Andrew Cuomo 

Executive Chamber 

The Capitol 

Albany, NY 12224 

 

Senator Tom O'Mara 

812 Legislative Office Building 

Albany, NY 12247 

 

Senator James Seward 

711B Legislative Office Building 

Albany, NY 12247 

 

Senator Michael F. Nozzolio 

412 Legislative Office Building 

Albany, NY 12247 

 

Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton 

Room 555, Legislative Office Building 

Albany, NY 12248 

 

 

The information below is from Ithaca Journal, 3/18/12 

 

Chuck Schumer 

» Twitter: twitter.com/#!/ChuckSchumer 

» Facebook: www.facebook.com/chuckschumer 

» YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/SenatorSchumer 

» Flikr: www.flickr.com/photos/senatorschumer 

» Official congressional website: schumer.senate.gov 

 

Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., tweeted 2,200 times and had 34,657 followers through Thursday. 
» Twitter: twitter.com/#!/SenGillibrand 

» Official congressional website: www.gillibrand.senate.gov 

 

U.S. Rep. Tom Reed, R-Corning, tweeted 215 times and had 1,520 followers through Thursday. He tweeted three 

times on March 8 about the JOBS Act that the House approved, 390-23, that day. 
» Twitter: twitter.com/#!/RepTomReed 

» Facebook: www.facebook.com/RepTomReed 

» Congressional website: Reed.house.gov 

U.S. Rep. Richard Hanna, R-Barneveld, tweeted 715 times and had 2,241 followers through Thursday. 

» Twitter: twitter.com/#!/RepRichardHanna 

» Facebook: www.facebook.com/#!/reprichardhanna 

» Congressional website: hanna.house.gov 



Rep. Maurice Hinchey, D-Hurley, tweeted 267 times and had 2,647 followers through Thursday. 

» Twitter: https://twitter.com/#!/mauricehinchey 

» Facebook: www.facebook.com/MauriceHinchey 

» YouTube: www.youtube.com/repmauricehinchey 

» Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/mhinchey 

» Congressional website: http://hinchey.house.gov 

 


