
 
 
Hello Garden Friend, 
 

What a gardening year it was or should I say wasn’t. The year started out with one of our more colder winters which left many trees 
and shrubs suffering from winter injury. Some plants, many well established, were simply dead on arrival of Spring, while others 
struggled to make new growth. It will likely take a couple of years for these plants to fully recover. Winter held its grip on the land 
giving way to a cold and wet Spring delaying the start of the planting season by weeks. One didn’t need to do much watering this year 
for it rained and rained and rained some more. All this rain led to lots of disease in the flower and vegetable garden, as well as fruit 
and ornamental trees and shrubs. With all the rain the lawns stayed green requiring a weekly mowing. Many gardeners were call ing 
the office regarding stunted yellow plants. The result of too much rain, cool weather, and loss of nitrogen fertilizer. The tomato crop 
once again was a disappointment for many. Diseases; early blight, septoria leaf spot, and late blight were the major culprits. Selecting 
disease resistant varieties or applying a fungicide on a weekly basis is the way to go. Thank goodness September was sunny, dry, 
and with above average temperatures. The Emerald Ash Borer is spreading out from the known location in the town of Manchester. If 
you are within two miles from the Manchester town hall and have an ash tree that you wish to protect, you should give serious thought 
to treating the tree this coming year.  
 

You still have time to take that soil sample and be ahead of the game for next year. For a complete soil nutrient test, the cost is 
$12.00 and you mail the sample to Dairy One in Ithaca. Soil test boxes and information sheets are available at our office, 480 North 
Main Street, Canandaigua, NY 14424. 
 

To keep informed and up-to-date on horticultural topics, don’t miss out on next year’s Inside Dirt newsletter for 2016. Sign up today! 
 

Have a garden friend, let them know as well, or better yet, give a subscription to them as a holiday gift. We will send a certificate to 
inform your friend of your gift. 
 

I look forward to receiving your subscription. The fee is $18.00 for 9 issues (February through October).  
 

 
 
 
 

  Russell Welser 
  Sr. Extension Resource Educator 

To subscribe: fill out this form and return this tear off section to: Cornell Cooperative Extension, Inside Dirt, 480 
North Main Street, Canandaigua, NY 14424.  
 
Please make check payable to: CCE Ontario for $18.00. 
 ____ My subscription @ $18.00 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please check: Gender: ___M ___F | Race: ___White ___Black ___Native American ___Asian ___ Other  
 Ethnic: ___Non-Hispanic ___ Hispanic  
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: __________________________ State: __________ Zip: ___________________ 
 
Phone: __________________________________ 
 
 ____ Gift subscription for a friend @ $18.00 
 
Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please check: Gender: ___M ___F | Race: ___White ___Black ___Native American ___Asian ___ Other  
Ethnic: ___Non-Hispanic ___ Hispanic  
 
Address: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: __________________________ State: __________ Zip: __________________ 


