
      Cayuga Lake Marina Owners: 

       

      As you may have heard, a new invasive aquatic plant, hydrilla (Hydrilla 

verticillatum) has recently been found in the Cayuga Inlet. This plant is very 

aggressive and can create significant ecological and economic problems if allowed to 

spread to Cayuga Lake and the rest of the Finger Lakes region, although at present it 

has not been found to have spread outside of the Inlet area. A Hydrilla Task Force 

comprised of local, regional and state partners has been established in an attempt to 

eradicate the existing hydrilla beds, conduct surveillance and monitoring activities 

to evaluate nearby waterbodies, and contain and prevent the spread of the plant.  

       

      As part of a prevention and containment strategy, the Task Force has been 

working to promote safe boating and cleaning measures to avoid moving the hydrilla 

out of the infested areas and into uninfested waterbodies. To assist those working to 

prevent the spread of hydrilla into and out of the Inlet and other susceptible areas, 

the following attachments are provided (more information is available at the NYS 

Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) website at 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/50121.html)  

       

(1) laminated handout that provides some images of the plants found in the Cayuga 

Inlet, and some key features distinguishing this plant from common lookalikes 

(2) brochures produced by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 

(NYSDEC) to help boaters to stop the spread of invasives- these can be provided to 

boaters and other marina customers. 

(3) Laminated posters advising boaters and other visitors about the presence of 

hydrilla in the Cayuga Inlet, and steps that boaters can take to prevent the spread 

of this invasive plant. 

       

       

      In addition, marina owners have also been provided some advice regarding 

transport and storage of boats that could potentially move hydrilla and other 

invasive species into and out of waterbodies: 

* Boats should also be cleaned before they go in the water. 

* Boats coming in on trailers need to have the trailer carefully washed and 

inspected, looking especially for material trapped between the boat and trailer and 

for open tubing on the trailers. 

* Customers can be directed to the nearest car wash and asked to leave their boat and 

trailer in conditions where any hidden and unremoved plants will completely dry 

and/or freeze over the winter. 

* Engine water should be purged, perhaps with a garden hose, before being winterized 

* Bilges, drop keels, and anything else on the boats that can retain water should be 

drained and dried, or cleaned w/ soap or a bleach solution. 

* Boat yards should set up silt curtains or hay bales, or something similar to let 

the water filter off while capturing any plant material, and to avoid draining 

directly back into waterbodies. 

* If the boat yard is doing repairs and has to repeatedly put the boat in and out of 

the water, lifts and trailer equipment should be checked each time. 

* Marina staff should consider participating in invasive species identification 

training sessions so they can spot any hydrilla - and to institute some monitoring 

periodically throughout the boating season to provide early detection. The next 

hydrilla training is scheduled for October 21st from 1-3 pm at the Shared Services 

Building at 910 S. Decatur Street in Watkins Glen. For more information, contact 

Elaine Dalrymple at 607-535-6878. Staff should also make their customers aware of 

what to look for as they travel to their own home docks or other water bodies.   
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