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Ponies and horses painted with purple, decorated with purple feathers, ribbons, flowers, and sporting 
bright purple saddle blankets were racing through poles and barrels carrying riders wearing a plethora of 
purple clothing and hand painted t-shirts adorned with “Team Cassidy”, “Find the Cure”, and “Breathe 
Deep” at the Franklin County Fairgrounds recently. Purple is the ribbon color for the Cystic Fibrosis “Find 
the Cure” foundation..  
 
The colorful, high speed horse event was a benefit gymkhana (speed games on horseback) to raise 
money for cystic fibrosis research in the name of “Team Cassidy”.  Cassidy Goodman is an eight- year- 
old 4H horse club member in Franklin County who was diagnosed with CF as an infant. Both his parents, 
Chris and Cindy Goodman, were also active 4H members in Franklin County in their youth.  
 
4H parents, leaders and youth came together from 3 counties to plan a fun horse event open to all 
riders. Community service is large part of being an active 4H family.  The 4H pledge “I pledge my head to 
clearer thinking. My heart to greater loyalty. My health to better living. My hands to greater service to 
my club, my community and my world” was well represented with a day of physical activity, loyalty to a 
fellow 4H’er, community service and a lot of fun and cheering! 
 
Special awards were given to one youth and one adult who exhibited the most “Team Cassidy” purple. 
Samantha Warren, Franklin 4H youth member and Tamara Cook, past Clinton county 4H member, were 
chosen by Cassidy Goodman 
 
At the end of the competitions, Cindy Goodman announced, “My heart is filled so much with love and 
happiness right now. We raised $1,161.00 today that is going to the CF foundation in lieu of Team 
Cassidy. We are so thankful to everyone! You rock!” 
 
To become involved in the 4H program, contact the Cornell Cooperative Extension office, 518-483-7403 
or visit the website: http://franklin.cce.cornell.edu/ 
 
 
   

 
Riders pose with Cassidy Goodman family at “Team Cassidy” gymkhana. 
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Samantha Warren, winner of “Team Cassidy” Spirit Award with pony Cocoa 


