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Now that the snow is melting you may have noticed that sections of your lawn don’t look quite right.  Does 
your lawn look fuzzy?  If so, you may have snow mold.  Snow mold is a fungal disease that appears in early 
spring as the snow melts.  There are two types: gray and pink.  Gray snow mold is caused by Typhula 
species, while pink snow mold is caused by Microdochium nivalis. 

 
Gray snow mold may appear in circular yellow to whitish-gray 
patches, 1 to 3 feet or more in diameter.  Leaf blades are 
usually matted down and covered with fluffy white to gray 
mold.  As the grass dries, the mycelium will dry out and 
disappear turning the leaves a gray or silver color.  Under 
optimal conditions, the diseased areas can coalesce causing a 
large area of turf to be affected.  Normally gray mold only 
kills the leaves.  If the crowns are not affected, new leaves 
will grow in the spring.  In severe infections the crown may 
die resulting in plant death.  As the spring weather warms 
and the turf dries, the pathogen becomes dormant.  Old gray 
mold scars may be evident until early June. 
 

While it may look nasty, most snow mold damage will recover in time.  Once the area has dried, the 
infection will stop and the lawn should recover.  In the spring, rake away dead and matted foliage from 
damaged areas.  Raking improves sunlight penetration and air circulation at the turfgrass surface.  Severely 
affected areas may need some over-seeding or repair. 
 
With a few preventive steps, you can reduce the likelihood that your lawn will be attacked by this disease.  
Keep mowing the lawn in the autumn until growth stops.  Extra-long grass is a favorite breeding ground for 
gray snow mold.  Cutting the grass a little shorter than usual before the snow arrives can do a lot to 
prevent this problem. 
 
Don't let the leaves pile up.  A thick mat of leaves creates a welcoming environment for gray snow mold.  
In the fall, use your lawnmower to mulch leaves into the lawn.  You should also remove thatch build up. 
 
Nitrogen can promote the growth of gray snow mold.  Fall fertility programs should be timed so that they 
do not influence the ability of the grass to go dormant for the winter.  Do not fertilize with nitrogen within 
6 weeks of a killing frost or when the first snow is expected.  Applying nitrogen fertilizer just before the 
grass becomes dormant will stimulate a late burst of succulent green growth, making the grass prone to a 
variety of winter injuries.  This condition is particularly dangerous when an early snowfall occurs. 
 
Snow mold activity is greatest beneath covers that maintain moist conditions.  When possible avoid piling 
snow deeply along sidewalks and driveways where it will form a long-lasting snow bank.  In large lawn 
areas, the strategic placement of snow fences and landscape plants may prevent deep snow drifts.  
Improving drainage to eliminate wet pockets may also help reduce snow mold injury to lawns. 



 
Pink snow mold is another common fungus that may attack your lawn in 
spring.  The first symptoms of pink snow mold are circular patches of 
infected turf after long periods of cool, wet weather.  The patches will be 
approximately 2 inches in diameter at first and will change colors from 
orange-brown to dark reddish-brown and finally light gray or tan.  There 
may also be a faint growth of white or light pink mycelium at the edges of 
the patch, but the pink color is usually only noticeable under certain 
conditions.  The patches can enlarge to a size of 8 to 12 inches in 
diameter. 
 
All cool season turfgrass species are susceptible to pink snow mold 
infection.  This disease can become severe when turf is subjected to 
prolonged periods of cool, wet weather from early autumn to late spring.  
Snow cover is not necessary.  Pink snow mold may invade the crowns and 
roots of turf causing serious injury.  A severe infection may kill the grass.  
Management practices for pink snow mold are similar to gray snow mold.  
 
Fungicide applications for snow molds are not usually recommended for home lawns except in extreme 
circumstances.  The cultural practices described above are the most effective means of reducing snow 
mold damage.  In most cases, the grass will resume healthy growth in the spring, even though damage may 
appear widespread at snow melt.  Where cultural practices have not been sufficient, fungicide application 
may be considered.  Look for a fungicide that is labeled for use on lawns and snow mold.  Fungicides are 
most effective if applied just before the first lasting snow fall.  Fungicides are not effective in spring after 
the damage has already occurred unless pink snow mold is involved.  Pink snow mold may renew activity if 
cool, moist weather conditions prevail which may warrant treatment.  
 
Snow molds do not occur every year, but are most common during years when an early, deep snow cover 
prevents the ground from freezing. 
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