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A VISIT TO THE IMPRESSIONIST GARDEN EXHIBIT 
 AT THE NEW YORK BOTANICAL GARDEN 

By Anthula Natsoulas and Nancy Swanson, Master Gardener volunteers 

 
The current exhibit at the New York Botanical Garden (NYBG) Impressionism:  American 
Gardens on Canvas, celebrates the American Impressionist artists of the early twentieth 
century. These artists took their inspiration from a variety of outdoor locations including estate 
gardens and public parks.  They gathered at east coast retreats such as Appledore, Maine, Old 
Lyme, Connecticut and Long Island’s East End.  Artists of this movement include John Singer 
Sargent and Childe Hassam whose 
painting Poppies may be familiar.  
Impressionist artists such as Maria Oakey 
Dewing, Hugh Henry Breckenridge and 
John H. Twachtman created their own 
gardens to help conceptualize later work 
on canvas.   
 
The gardens that inspired these artists 
were seemingly devoid of structure and 
the exhibit in the Conservatory at the 
NYBG highlights the riotous diverse 
mixture of colors, textures and flowers.  
Unlike the formal Victorian gardens of that 
era, the gardens loved by the American 
Impressionists mimic an English Cottage 
Garden in which the flowers completely fill 
an enclosed space defined by wooden 
fences, gates and arbors placed 
alongside the house.  The origins of such 
gardens can be traced to Europe in the 
18th century in which, traditionally, herbs 
and vegetables were planted close to the 
cottage door with the flowers beyond 
them.  
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The impressionist garden displayed at the NYBG was inspired by the poet Celia Thaxter’s 
Appledore Island garden where American impressionist artists often got together.  A wooden 
cottage front wall provides the backdrop around which flowers of blue, purple, white, yellow, 
pink, red, and orange grow.  The flowers include agapanthus, delphiniums, hydrangea, 
hollyhocks, dianthus, gaillardia, alyssum, foxglove, lupine, wisteria and snapdragons.  Among 
herbs, we find lavender.  The range of color in the lilies displays is amazing.  We see yellows, 
reds, whites and in-betweens. 
 

                        
 
The current exhibit was developed over a period of three years.  In order to create maximum 
impact, the flowers had to be shown blooming simultaneously, something that does not occur in 
nature.  Thus, the plantings are regularly looked over and non-blooming specimens are 
replaced to continue the overall effect of a dense, flowering kaleidoscope of color. 
 
This is definitely an exhibit worth visiting.  The show will be on through September 11. For more 
information go to nybg.org/impressionism  
 

 
BEE A POLLINATOR 

By Barb Kull, Master Gardener volunteer 

 
Bee a Pollinator. Not figuratively, but proactively! 
 
Let’s plant for our friends the pollinators. Yes, I mean “Bees”. As Master Gardener volunteers 
we are fortunate to experience advanced training on many topics. This April, ten of us from 
Dutchess County were able to attend a day of presentations on how to encourage bees and 
other pollinators in to our back yards. We learned to not be afraid of bees, but be sensitive to 
support our pollinators. Even if you are highly allergic it is totally doable to create and enjoy a 
pollinator garden.  
 
In addition to honey bees, we have over 3.600 species of native bees in the United States, 
along with flies, beetles, butterflies, wasps and other insects that provide pollination services. 
 

http://www.nybg.org/impressionism/
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Many perennials are attractors of pollinators. For many 
gardeners, perennials are the best way to create a 
“bee garden”. The following list can be a beginner’s 
way to encourage our pollinators: Monarda (Bee 
Balm), Dicentra (Bleeding Heart), Leucanthemum 
(Shasta Daisy) and Perovskia atriplicifolia (Russian 
Sage). These perennials require minimum care. In fall 
or spring cut down any brown stalks. Use leaves to 
mulch in the winter. The plants will come back year 
after year with little work. If desired, space a pollinator 
garden a distance from your home so you can bring 
pollinators close, but not TOO close to you.  
 
The most important information I learned is that “Bees” 
truly don’t want to attack you. Leave them alone and 
they will not bother you.  A few wasps which nest in the ground can be aggressive if disturbed, 
so do pay attention and avoid dry areas in the soil where you see wasp activity. We truly need 
pollinators to help our fruit trees in the Hudson Valley, as well as our squash, tomatoes and 
cucumbers.  
 
Enjoy the beauty of all the flowers blooming for our very special friends. 
 
 

OUR AMAZING POLLINATING BEES OF NEW YORK 
By Mary Grosskopf, Master Gardener volunteer 

 
Getting ready for their high school graduation party, my daughters brought back a childhood 
ritual. They made a piñata to fill with candy and treats for all their friends. Wondering if this 
tradition might not make the cut for those on the verge of adulthood, I was completely happy to 
see the party DNA kick into gear. With the kitchen floor strewn with strips of newspaper and 
snippets of colorful crepe paper, I was happily reassured that some childhood craft projects do 
indeed stay in place becoming more skillful and innate over time. Along with Mom helping to 
clean up after the mess, it’s nice to know some things just don’t change.    
  
Their party piñatas have always turned out relatively the same, year after year. They have a 
consistent nest vibe, specifically a paper wasp nest – the kind you see hanging from a tree 
branch and realize you’ve been mowing under all 
summer. No matter how the girls might try to vary the 
approach, they have always proudly hung colorful wasp 
nest-looking piñatas under a tree in the back yard.  
During the elementary school years they even 
specialized in virtually indestructible ones after 
overenthusiastic building sessions with the paste and 
paper causing my husband to bust out the sharp garden 
implements to get the piñata open and free the candy. I 
have at times imagined the Dad and Mom wasps 
secretly impressed that these young human children 
could build something so strong and resistant, protecting 
its contents so well.  
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The paper wasp nest is a fairly familiar sight to many of us. We think of it as something to avoid 
and destroy especially if a wasp builds a nest too close to our daily lives and dwellings, posing a 
threat to our wellbeing.  Some wasps can be aggressive and sting, which causes a common 
fear of them. But wasps are not bees.  
 

 
 

New York State is home to over 400 bee species and very few of these are in any way 
aggressive. This incredibly diverse native bee population consists of digger bees (solitary bees 
which build their nests in the ground), mason bees (which build their nests above ground in 
preexisting cavities such as twigs and hollow stems), carpenter bees (which burrow into fence 
posts, park benches and wooden housing structures), squash bees (which evolved in tandem 
with squash plants, which are native to the Americas), and Cleptoparasitic bees (you have to 
read about these incredible bees yourself!) just to name a few.   
 

 
 
Bees have the amazing job of being the pollinators of our gardens, farms, fields, woodlands, 
and orchards. We should not be held back from learning about them because of a fear of 
wasps.   
 
There is a terrifically beautiful and informative web site www.sharpeatmanguides.com  which I 
encourage you to visit and explore as you take time to learn about New York’s diverse native 

Photo from  pollinator.cals.cornell.edu 

Photo from  pollinator.cals.cornell.edu 
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bee population. The nature photographers of Sharp-Eatman compiled this Guide to Wild Bees 
at the Rockefeller State Park Preserve. Through their artistry and descriptions, we are given an 
amazing depth of understanding of the diversity of some of our wild bees, their roles, interests 
and lifestyles which is a great visual resource for all of us, particularly parents and caregivers of 
young children who have a chance during the summer months to explore this wonderful world.  
 
The honey bee is a huge headliner in all of our homes as this amazing 
bee performs double duty: they pollinate as well as gather nectar to take 
back to their hives to make honey. This tasty uniqueness makes it a bit 
easier to be distinguished from the native bee population whose sole 
purpose is the pollination of plants. Because of their important role and 
sheer number, researchers have been engaged to look at the overall 
diverse picture - the pollinator bee, the farmer, the homeowner, the garden nursery – looking 
into crop diversity, landscapes, pesticide uses, plants which attract pollinators and so much 

more. The questions needing answers are that important. The old 
adage “you are what you eat” couldn’t be more appropriate when 
it comes to the natural world of pollinators and their long term 
health and wellbeing. There are many interdependent 
relationships to explore and question. While flowers and 
vegetables in the home garden can be planted which attract these 
pollinator bees, it becomes important to purchase plants which 
are not being grown with pesticides which are now being linked 
the declining health of native pollinator bees. Regardless whether 
one is a backyard gardener or commercial grower, we are each 
presented with our own unique opportunities to help our wild bees 
thrive within this great agricultural State of New York.  
 

Learn more about the flowers and plants which our native bees love to visit   
A Pictorial Guide to Bees of the NYC Metropolitan Area 
Wild Bees of New York  
Cornell NYS IPM site for Pollinators 

 
Since the majority of native bees do not behave aggressively, we do have 
a unique summertime opportunity to actually go “bee watching” just as we go “bird watching”.  
Just playing the role of the observer affords us an opportunity to learn, identify, and increase our 
understanding of the vital role these pollinator bees hold within our local ecosystems.  Unless 
they feel threatened by sudden movement, most are not inclined to sting. So when you come 
across a pollinator bee with its whole face and body clamoring all 
over a blooming flower for the pollen, know that they are really 
quite hard at work rather oblivious to our interest in them.  
 
In my own gardens, it can be reassuring to know that I’m not 
alone. There is a busy bee team where we are gardening for 
each other – each at work benefiting the other.  So with this 
knowledge, it’s OK to become a visitor in your own garden this 
summer watching all the amazing work going on around you. I’ve 
been hard at work planting all that great food for the native bees. 
Now it’s time to rest awhile, become an observer, and watch 
those pollinators hard at work. I’m going to ask my husband to 
get out the hammock.  
 

Photo from  psu.edu 

http://greatpollinatorproject.org/
http://www.pollinator.cals.cornell.edu/wild-bees-new-york
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/pollinators
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NOTES ON PREVIOUS DUTCHESS DIRT ARTICLES 
By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator 

 
Last month, we wrote “Sometimes a Shrub is best replaced”. Thanks to Master Gardener 
volunteer David Rambo who removed the Boxwood, and MG volunteers Peggy Naderman and 
Sue Grumet who obtained and planted the new shrub. We have a lovely new Ilex glabra in our 
demonstration gardens, hopefully for many disease-free years to come.  

 

 
 
 
Last month, MG volunteer Cathy Lane wrote on article on the Garden of Betsey Ely. I neglected 
to credit the photographs. They were provided by MG volunteer Mark Sosnowitz. Thank you 
Mark.   
 
In these days of massive electronic sharing of digital materials, it is often too easy to use and 
share photographs from other web sites without crediting the authors of those photographs. This 
is particularly troublesome for photographs which are copyrighted or licensed. Unless otherwise 
noted, the photographs in Dutchess Dirt have been provided by the CCEDC Master Gardener 
volunteers who wrote the articles and by the editor (me).  
 
 

WEBSITES TO VISIT 

 Paper Wasps: Friend or Foe?  

 Pollinator Network @ Cornell 
 NYS IPM Pollinators  
 Wild Pollinators of Eastern Apple Orchards and How to Preserve Them  

 For Wasps, Prevention is Key - and the Time is Now 

 
.  
 
 

https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/handle/1813/43829/paper-wasp-FS-NYSIPM.pdf?sequence=1
http://pollinator.cals.cornell.edu/
https://nysipm.cornell.edu/environment/pollinators
http://www.northeastipm.org/neipm/assets/File/Center-Funded-Publications/Wild-Pollinators-of-Eastern-Apple-Orchards.pdf
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2016/06/09/for-wasps-prevention-is-key-and-the-time-is-now/
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Upcoming CCEDC Workshops 
 

Invasive Plant Survey: Recruiting Volunteers.  As announced last week in “Dutchess Dust”, 
Volunteers are needed to survey for the presence of invasive plants in the Hudson Valley this 
summer. Training workshops for the upcoming LHPRISM Blockbuster survey will be held 
throughout the Lower Hudson Valley.  
 
Regional training schedules and details are posted here, along with 
registration information.   

CCE Dutchess training will be held Saturday July 9 and Tuesday July 12, 9-11 am at our office 
in Millbrook. After the training you will pick a 5-km x 5-km block in your area and survey it for 
invasive plants.  

Volunteer surveyors will be trained in field identification, GPS data collection and other skills 
which will help them estimate the extent or absence of targeted invasive species and note new 
occurrences in their assigned block 

Volunteers can attend any of the area’s trainings then choose blocks where it is convenient for 
them to survey.  

 
Let's Talk Trash: Tuesday, July 19, 7-9 pm  
 
You've finished a nice meal or a quick snack. You've cleaned up your garden. You've sorted 
through the stack of mail, magazines and newspapers on the table. You've cleaned out the 
basement. You're ready to throw things out.  

 
You really want to do what is best for the 
environment. You want to follow county solid waste 
disposal guidelines. You've heard that the county's 
single stream recycling processing makes recycling 
easier. But you're just not sure. What is recyclable, 
compostable or just plain garbage?  
 
Recycling rates in Dutchess County are over 35% 
but can be improved. And over 60% of solid waste 
is organic and can be composted. Come learn how 
to improve your trash management skills.  
 
 

This workshop will help you understand how to successfully separate, sort and dispose of 
household and garden waste, and provide training on home composting techniques and 
options.  
 
Please register no later than Friday, July 15 by calling Nancy Halas at 845-677-8223 ext 115, or 
email her at nh26@cornell.edu For more nformation click here.  
 

 
 
 

http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/invasive-plant-survey-recruiting-volunteers
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/07/19/lets-talk-trash
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Saturday, July 9, 10:00 am, Stanfordville Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, NY, 
“Home Composting’ by MG volunteers Linda LoGiurato and Kathy Smith. For more 
information visit www.stanfordlibrary.org 

Saturday , July 9, 9-11 am, LHPRISM Blockbuster training, CCEDC 2715 Route 44, 
Millbrook NY, 12545 by Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator. 
Click here for more information and to register or contact jdt225@cornell.edu.   

Saturday, July 9, 12:30 CCE Albany, 24 Martin Road, Voorheesville, NY 12186 hosts “Ten 
Best Hostas and Friends" by Rick Goodenough, AHS Facebook Moderator. This educational 
presentation is co-sponsored by the Upstate New York Hosta Society (UNYHS) and the Hudson 
Adirondack Daylily Society (HADS). E-mail UNYHS@aol.com for more information or call Dave 
at (518) 393-0905. There will also be several local Vendors on site selling a variety of perennials 
from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm and continuing for an hour after the lecture.  You are also 
encouraged to visit the beautiful Display Gardens in all their Glory behind the Cooperative 
Extension Building either before or after the lecture.  These gardens, designed and maintained 
by CCE Master Gardeners that give visitors examples of practices and plants that can be 
adapted to the home environment. Each garden demonstrates a distinctive feature of design or 
maintenance, and showcases plantings that are appropriate for the Capital District region. 
Plantings include trees and shrubs as well as annuals and perennials. (You will see a Conifer, 
Vegetable, Native Plant and Blue & White Garden as well as others!)  

Wednesday, July 13, 6:30 pm, LaGrange Library, 488 Freedom Plains Rd, “Mediterranean 
Diet” by MG volunteer Anthula Natsoulas. For more information visit www.laglib.org 
Saturday, July 16, 2016, The Hudson Valley Iris & Daylily Society will host a DAYLILY 
SHOW  from 11:30-3:30, at the center court of the Poughkeepsie Galleria on route 9, in 
Poughkeepsie, NY  12601.   The Show is free and open to the public.  Come see the different 
types of flowers in the Daylily family.  All the daylilies in the show have been grown in our 
members' yard and perform well in this area.   Hudson Valley Iris & Daylily members will be at 
the show to answer questions about the culture of daylilies.  Many of the daylilies at the show 
will be for sale at our annual sale in August. 
 
Sunday, July 17, 1-4 pm, weather permitting, Vanderbilt Garden Association interpreters 
will offer FREE tours of the formal gardens at the Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site on 
Route 9 in Hyde Park. Tours begin at the entrance to the gardens. The volunteer interpreters 
will discuss the history of the gardens, with a focus on the Vanderbilt ownership and the mission 
of the not-for-profit Vanderbilt Garden Association to rehabilitate and maintain the plants, 
shrubs, trees, and statuary in the gardens as they were in the 1930’s just prior to Mr. 
Vanderbilt’s death. They will also provide information about three major projects the gardens are 
currently undergoing: the renovation of the Cherry Walk, the replanting of the Rose Garden 
terraces, and the rehabilitation of the Rose Garden fountain. Visitors can also visit the 1875 
Toolhouse to look at photographs of the gardens taken during and since the Vanderbilt era. For 
further information, e-mail info@vanderbiltgarden.org or visit our website at 
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org or call 845-229-6432. 
 
Tuesday, July 19, 7-9 pm  “Let’s Talk Trash” CCEDC 2715 Route 44, Millbrook NY, 12545 by 
Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Resource Educator and Master Gardener 

file://///CCEDCSVR/H/DataJdT/Documents/Dutchess%20Dirt/2015%20Dutchess%20Dirt/www.stanfordlibrary.org
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/invasive-plant-survey-recruiting-volunteers
mailto:UNYHS@aol.com
http://www.laglib.org/
mailto:info@vanderbiltgarden.org
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org/
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volunteers Cathy Lane, Linda LoGiurato and Kathy Smith. Register before July 15 with 
nh26@cornell.edu For more information click here.  
Saturday, August 6, 11am-3pm, Stonykill Butterfly Festival, 979 Farmstead Lane 
Wappingers Falls, Ask the Master Gardener table staffed by Master Gardener volunteer Joan 
Carol Berube. Rain date is August 7. For more information call 845-831-3800 or contact 
foundation@stonykill.org 
 
Wednesday, August 10, 6:30 pm, LaGrange Library, 488 Freedom Plains Rd, “Root 
Cellars” by MG volunteer Mary Nisley. For more information visit www.laglib.org 
 
Saturday, August 13, 10:00 am, Stanfordville Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, 
NY, “Shade Gardening’ by MG volunteer Philomena Kiernan. For more information visit 
www.stanfordlibrary.org 

Sunday September 11, from 2-4pm,  The Vanderbilt Garden Association will hold its third 
annual Garden Tea in a tent in the formal gardens of the Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic 
Site on Route 9 in Hyde Park. The Tea is meant to be reminiscent of those held by Louise 
Vanderbilt during the Gilded Age, so guests are encouraged to wear period costumes, or a 
fancy garden party hat. Refreshments will include a selection of teas, scones, tea sandwiches, 
cookies and cakes. There will be a speaker, live music, and a runway show presented by 
Toucan Hats. Tickets are $45 for members and $50 for non-members and must be purchased in 
advance at http://gardentea2016.brownpapertickets.com for more information contact  
www.vanderbiltgarden.org or call 845-229-6432. 
 
 

SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 
Would you like to submit information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this 
newsletter?  Please send an email to Nancy Halas at nh26@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli 
jdt225@cornell.edu by the 25th of each month to be included in the next month’s newsletter.  
Please include the date, time, location, a short description, cost and contact information for  
more details.   

 
MONTHLY ID QUIZ 

 

          

mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://ccedutchess.org/events/2016/07/19/lets-talk-trash
http://www.laglib.org/
file://///CCEDCSVR/H/DataJdT/Documents/Dutchess%20Dirt/2015%20Dutchess%20Dirt/www.stanfordlibrary.org
http://gardentea2016.brownpapertickets.com/
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org/
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu


July 2016  Page 10 
 

This shrub is Sambucus nigra 'Eva'. The 
flowers have a lemon scent and are truly 
striking against the dark foliage.  

This sample from an Azalea displays an 
unusual disease. Do you know what it is?  

 
Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 

Have any gardening questions? 
 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is now open for the season on each Wednesday 
morning 9am to noon. Questions can also be submitted through our website at 
www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening   
 
NOTE: starting in September, the Horticulture Hotline will be moved to THURSDAY morning 
9am to noon, to accommodate the Master Gardener Training schedule for the class of 2016 
which will be held on Wednesdays. 
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted any day 8:30 am to 4:00 pm. There is a 
$15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab website for reliable resources and 
information on our services. Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted all year 
long.  There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab page for more 
resources and information on our services. 
 
 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

