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Above: 4-H’ers prepare creative smoothie recipies for 
judging. (Photo by Teen Press Corps. correspondent Emily 

Vandenbosch)

Groovy Smoothie Contest
By Emily Vandenbosch, Wyoming County 4-H Teen Member

Thanks to the generous donations of Logwell 
Acres, Inc., Dueppengisser Dairy, Upstate Niagara 
Cooperative, Inc., and Wegmans - Geneseo, the 
Wyoming County 4-H was able to host another 
successful Groovy Smoothie Contest. The 4-H youth 
building was bursting with participants of all ages as 
20 teams assembled to make the grooviest smoothie 
possible and impress the judges to capture first place.

The teams are given three main ingredients – ice, 
yogurt, milk - and a selection of various other fruits 
and sweets, including: Oreo cookies, honey, bananas, 
and pineapples. They must record their concoction on 
recipe cards to present, along with smoothie samples, 
to the “Smoothie Panel.” Jessie Nickerson, Debbie 
Nickerson, Lisa Byers, and Jodi Smith tasted each of 
the twenty homemade smoothies to determine first, 
second, and third place winners. The drinks are not 
always the most visually appealing, but the judges 
are often surprised by the various flavors developed 
by the 4-H’ers, despite the odd colors and smells. 

This year, three distinct flavors won the contest. 
Makenzi Dienner, Kelsey Milligan, Angela Graham, 
and Lydia Milligan created “#NO” and took first place. 
The “Barnyard Blender” made by Kelsey Broughton, 

Jocelyn Brick, Katelynn Shearing, Greg Shearing, Evan 
Shearing, Evan Broughton, and Kaitlyn Broughton 
came in with a close second, and Steven Kopp, Lian 
Simmons, Ethan Flint, Branden Kopp, Kristi Kopp, and 
Jacob Kopp placed third with their “PeachMango”.

As in previous years, the Groovy Smoothie contest 
has been a great success and promoted the education 
of Wyoming County dairy and support of local farms 
while having fun and making delicious, refreshing 
smoothies. 

Show Ring Chronicles
By Rebekah Spicer, Wyoming County 4-H Teen Member

The second annual meat goat show was held on the 
evening of August 9, 2014. Seven goats were exhibited 
by Preston Skillman, Andrew Paddock, Rebekah Spicer, 
Joshua Spicer, Hannah Spicer, and Caleb Spicer. 
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In the Junior Showmanship class, Hannah Spicer took 
first place, followed by Caleb Spicer. 

In the Senior Showmanship class, Andrew Paddock 
took first, Rebekah Spicer placed second, Preston 
Skillman came in third, concluding with Joshua Spicer 
in fourth.  The rankings in the showmanship classes 
were based on the exhibitors’ ability to maneuver
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exhibitors did a super job and should be very proud. 

they received in the sale of their 
market animal.

These records also help each 
youth to pinpoint where they can 
improve their project in the next 
year and make adjustments as 
needed. Points can also be earned 
by placing a poster at a local 
business, promoting the Wyoming 
County 4-H Meat Animal Program.

Arguably the most complex 
portion of the program is the 
scanning process. Each market 
hog is scanned on its loin with an 
ultrasound machine. This allows us 
to assess the quality of each pig’s 
carcass prior to slaughter. Points 
are awarded to each participant 
based on the quality of the scan 
results. When all of these points 
are added up, many children may 
have been awarded all of the 200 
points.

This is where the scanning comes 

into the picture again. In order to 
determine the Champion Market 
Hog and the placing of all other 
pigs, the scan results are used to 
break any ties in scoring between 
pigs by the percent of lean 
product in each hog. For instance, 
if two participants have earned 
200 points and one participant’s 
pig is 54% lean and the other 
participant’s pig is 56% lean, the 
56% lean pig would place higher 
than the one that is 54% lean.

Although this seems like a very 
complicated process, it is always 
very fun and exciting to see your 
final placing at the end of the 
contest. This is a great program to 
be a part of as it teaches lessons 
and values that could never be 
learned in a classroom or any 
other situation in life. 4-H is truly 
a very special program and any 
child who participates in 4-H is 
truly privileged, especially here in 
Wyoming County.

All About Hogs - A Closer Look
By Andrew Bontrager, Wyoming County 4-H Teen Member

 ...Show Ring Chronicles continued from page 1
their goats around the show ring, and the exhibitors 
knowledge of meat goat cuts and meat goat physique. 

In the light-weight division, Andrew Paddock won 
first place – Preston Skillman came in second. In the 
medium-weight division, Rebekah Spicer placed first, 
Joshua Spicer took second, and Preston Skillman 
placed third. In the heavy-weight class, Caleb Spicer 
placed first, and Hannah Spicer took second.

A grand champion and Reserve champion were 
selected from the first place winners in each division. 
Caleb Spicer and his goat won Grand Champion, and 
Rebekah Spicer and her goat won Reserve Champion. 
The competition for these titles was very close. 
Both animals had fantastic build, but the tie breaker 
was the extra muscle on the Grand Champion’s hind 
legs. According to the judge, Daphinie Lyness, both 

The Wyoming County 4-H Market 
Hog Program is among the largest 
market hog programs in New York, 
and is very different from other 
Market Hog Programs throughout 
the state.

Similar to other counties, there are 
weight limits for each hog. Our hog 
weight limit is 220lbs on the low 
end and 300lbs on the high end. 
Unlike other programs in the state, 
the Wyoming County 4-H Market 
Hog Program is based on a point 
system. Each participant can earn 
a maximum of 200 points. These 
points are determined by each 
youth’s placing in a showmanship 
class, a class judged on how well 
the youth is able to show their 
animal. Points are also earned by 
handing in project records from 
the previous year’s market animal 
on time. These records are a way 
to see, on paper, how much money 
each youth has put into their pig 
in comparison with the money 

Above: (l to r) Andrew Paddock, Preston Skillman, 
Joshua Spicer, and Rebekah Spicer present their meat 

goats to the judge. (Photo by Gabby Barber)
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Upcoming Events
Monday, August 11

Little Britches Showmanship
4:00 P.M. Dairy Barn

Parade
7:00 P.M. Horse Arena

Tuesday, August 12

Western Horse Show
8:00 A.M. Horse Arena

Dairy Showmanship Competition
9:30 A.M. Dairy Barn

Goat Show
9:30 A.M. Goat Barn

Build a Rocket Contest
4:00 P.M. Youth Building

4-H Costume Show
7:30 P.M. Dairy Barn Arena

Fair Files
Capturing the Fair In Pictures

4-H’ers line up to have woodworking exhibits judged on
Firday, August 8 (Photo by Emily Vandenbosch)

Tucker True and Alton Rudgers take first place in the Dairy Clipping 
& Fitting Contest held Sunday, August 10. The calf that the boys 
presented is also being raffled to help raise funds for the Junior  
Holstein Club - tickets for this raffle can be purchased from 

members of the Junior Holstein Club. (Photo by Gabby Barber)
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Above right: 4-H’ers at the washrack 
prepare their dairy cows for the fair!

(Photo by Carla Fontaine)

Left: Danielle Herrick shows her chocolate 
lab, Rocky, in the Dog Obedience Show held 

on Saturday. (Photo by Gabby Barber)

Right: Cora and Julia Hartung model their 
handmade garments in the 4-H Youth 
Building. (Photo by Emily Vandenbosch)



The people who show at this fair are the real reason 
that this fair is so great. The 4H’ers that show 
are the most helpful people; even though this is a 
competition, there are no hard feelings at the end of 
the day.

Wyoming County is home to the largest 4-H community 
in the state of New York. The success of this program 
truly comes from the 4-H staff that keeps the 
competitions going and organizes all the great trips 
and events. The work they do for both the youth and 
county is incredible.

Before I go, I would like to say thank you to all the 
leaders and parents who have helped make Wyoming 
County 4-H what it is today. Thanks for all the 
memories, they will never be forgotten.I am sad to say that this is my last year of 4-H, yet I am 

very happy to say that 4-H for me over the last eleven 
years has been filled with unforgettable memories 
and friends that will last a lifetime. Wyoming County 
4-H has created experiences for me and given me 
knowledge that I find myself referencing every day.

For many 4-H’ers, the Wyoming County Fair is the 
best week of the year. 4-H’ers have been preparing 
for their competitions for a very long time - some 
competitions require years of training. That’s why so 
many love this week;  4-H’ers finally get to see all 
their hard work and dedication to their respective 
project areas come to life and see how they compare 
to others in a fun competition.
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The Wyoming County 4-H Youth Development 
Program is pleased to present “The Show 
Times,” a publication developed by 4-H’ers 
with the goal of informing the public about the 
4-H Program inWyoming County.

In your hands is the very first issue of “The Show 
Times” and we could not be more proud of the 
effort that our teens have put into making this 
publication a reality. We hope that you have 
enjoyed reading with us and invite you to visit 

ccewyoming.com/showtimes to see even more 
articles written by youth about 4-H right here 
in Wyoming County. You can also find Wyoming 
County 4-H on Facebook to see more pictures 
from the 2014 Wyoming County Fair!

We hope that you enjoy the rest of your time at 
the fair and invite you to keep an eye out for 
our next issue of “The Show Times”, which will 
be released on Wednesday, August 13.

Reflections on the Fair
By Nathan DeMario, Wyoming County 4-H Teen Member

Read and discover more about 
the 4-H Youth Development 
program online at ccewyoming.
com or find Wyoming County 
4-H on facebook!

Read online at ccewyoming.com/showtimes


