
By Sabrina Dreythaler, 4-H Educator 

Summer school has been in full swing at Indian River. All of the primary schools’ students meet for summer school at 
Calcium Primary. For one of the four weeks each grade level (from kindergarten to sixth grade) has a science unit 
where they are introduced to science concepts they will be learning in the upcoming school year. During this science 
enrichment the students also take part in 4-H hands-on science activities to supplement what they are learning. On the 
last day of summer school all summer school students will participate in a STEM (science, technology, engineering, and 
math) day where they will rotate through multiple hands-on 4-H STEM stations.  
 
In September, school will be starting up again and I have many fun clubs planned for the students in Antwerp, 
Philadelphia, and Theresa Primary schools. We will start the school year off with a hands-on science club in each 
school. Students will be introduced to the scientific method and will be doing many hands-on science experiments that 
have to do with the states of matter. There will also be a green team style club for each school called the “Eco-Heroes” 
that will go through the entire year. In this club students will learn about recycling, composting, the water cycle, and 
how everyone can have a positive impact on our environment.  

 

By Julia Nieves Soto, 4-H Educator 

In a team-teaching environment for K-3 summer science enrichment, we 
structured the class time to include a hands-on theme; as we all know, we 
best learn by doing. The students explored the solar system for 

kindergarten, phases of matter for first grade, forces and interaction for second grade, and 
engineering for third grade. These activities were based on the 4-H curriculum. Through 
discussion the students were very involved and able to discuss openly the concepts learned. It 
is so nice to see children wanting to learn year round. Summer school was a great experience 
to see that excitement for learning science. 
 
For the fall, Evans Mills Primary will have opportunities for some outstanding afterschool science programing. The 
programs will continue to support the 4-H initiatives and LEGO Robotics. I look forward in seeing old and new faces in 
the clubs. With continued support from our parents, these clubs continue to grow in attendance and enthusiasm with 
our children. Clubs will be held from 3:30-4:30 PM, Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays. 

By Mitch McCormick, 4-H Educator 

 

The Wiley Bridges Program completed many successful 
projects in the 2015-16 school year. One of the highlights was 
the NestWatch Program with the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. 
In this program, 15 students signed up to take classes, which 
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were taught by ornithologists from Cornell University. There were three workshops in total, starting in late March and 
ending in June.  
 
The first workshop covered some basics, 
bird identification, and a nature walk 
where 12 nest boxes were installed 
throughout the nature trails behind 
Wiley. Students learned that not all bird 
houses that can be purchased in stores 
are actually usable by birds, and that 
each bird species requires a specific sized 
box and entry hole to be able to call it 
home for the season. Throughout April 
and May, students monitored the nest 
boxes and were able to find eight out of 
12 boxes were occupied! Wrens, black 
capped chickadees, and swallows had 
built nests and some even laid eggs! For 
the final workshop in June, the students learned how to build their own nest boxes, which they were able to take back 
to their neighborhoods to support the local bird population.  
 
Overall, this was a very exciting project and a great way to experience nature up close. For more information about 
which bird species are close to you, how to build the correct nest box, and how you can help the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology, visit: http://nestwatch.org/. 

 

http://nestwatch.org/

