
When I think agriculture I imagine an older white male on a tractor – what are the real demographics 
for farming and agriculture in America today? 
 
While white males are still the majority of America’s farmers, the field has made some strides towards 
diversifying. I grew up on a dairy farm that has been in my family for over one hundred years. I know the 
stereotypical small town, white farmers. However, I spent the last year studying Agricultural Sciences at 
Cornell University and am currently working as an intern at Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson 
County. These experiences have broadened the spectrum of what I consider agriculture and who works 
in this field.  
 
At Cornell, the number of females in the Agricultural Sciences and Animal Sciences majors is growing 
steadily. Males still have the females outnumbered, but the females are quickly catching up. Along with 
the agriculture fraternity, there has been a professional women’s sorority created for women with a 
passion for agriculture. This is a big change from when my father attended the University thirty years 
ago.  

 
Another interesting demographic is the amount of students who come from non-farming backgrounds. 
While many students grew up on a farm and have plans to go back, many simply rode horses, 
participated in FFA or grew an urban garden. There are many students who had no connection to 
agriculture at all, but found an interest in providing the world’s food supply.  
 
Through my time at Cooperative Extension, I have been exposed to multiple different farmers and 
programs to assist farmers. One specific program is even trying to assist veterans in starting their own 
agricultural business or obtaining a job in the agriculture field that they already have the skills for.  
 
The field of agriculture is no longer older, white males who operate family farms. Women, “city kids”, 
veterans and many others are bringing diversity and their own unique perspective and impact to this 
rapidly changing world of agriculture. 
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