
Master Gardener Corner 

Mosquito-Repelling Plants 

 

By *Rosey Taylor, Master Gardener Volunteer 

If you enjoy sitting on your deck having morning coffee or a cold lemonade in the evening without being bothered and 
bitten, you may want to try mosquito-repelling plants. Incorporate them in your landscape or pot them up to beautify 
your deck and yard. Besides causing wicked itching, allergic reactions, and frustration, mosquitoes can carry diseases.   
Many herbs and plants repel insects naturally. Some of these herbs have other uses too. You can harvest them for food 
or fragrance as well as other purposes. Using herbs is a welcome alternative to using chemical sprays. It is better for 
you, your garden pollinators, and it is less expensive! Here is a short list of insect-repelling herbs.   
 
LEMON BALM – A member of the mint family, it has a pleasant lemony scent and flavor. It is excellent in teas. It does 
not get as tall as catnip, is less invasive than catnip, and is used as a groundcover.  
 
CATNIP - Also in the mint family, it can grow up to four feet tall. It is loved by cats and bees, but can be invasive. Catnip 
repels many garden pests including flea beetles and squash bugs.   
 
MARIGOLDS - Bugs hate the smell.  Marigold oil is used in bug 
spray for horses. 
 
LIME BASIL - An annual culinary herb, it is used in plant-based 
insect repellents.  
 
LAVANDULA - Lavender - Most varieties are not hardy here. 
‘Munstead,’ ‘SuperBlue,’ or ‘Hidcote’ are more cold tolerant.  
If you have a protected spot near a building lavender will 
survive for years. It is lovely in small arrangements and can 
be dried to use in closets and drawers. It is also used in 
recipes!   
 
GARLIC - Repels all bugs and other creatures.  Also great in 
recipes.  
 
ROSEMARY - Treat as an annual in the North Country.  
Beautiful for potted plant. 
 
LEMON THYME - A perennial with abundant amount of 
repellent properties.   
 
GERANIUM - Some varieties (Johnson's Blue or Gentiana True Blue) will winter over in the North Country. If you select 
any zone 5 varieties, plant in pots. 
 
 

*Rosey gardens in Rodman with her dogs, cats, horses, chickens, and a burro.  

Pelargonium citrosa—Better known as the  
Mosquito Plant, the citronella-like scented  
leaves of this geranium can be rubbed on  
the skin to deter mosquitos. Potted plants  

can be overwintered indoors. 

 



Master Gardeners took a field trip to the Finger Lakes Region and visited the  
Lockwood Lavender Farm in Skaneateles. After lunch at The Sherwood Inn  
they went shopping at the impressive Dickman Farms Nursery in Auburn.  
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County, 

4-H Camp Wabasso, and  

 Jefferson County, NY 4H  

A new class of Master Gardener Volunteers 

graduated in July after six months of 

training. New graduates include Claude 

Davis, Dennis Crowley, Sam Munna, Nancy 

Girard, Mary Charney, Donny Hanson, Jody 

Roberts, Anna DeSousa, Day Hills, Kaitlyn 

Lawrence, and Bobbie Meyers.   

NOT PICTURED- Gina Mallette, Tina 

Marshall, Becky Nowak, Emma Nowak, 

Katherine Thesier, and JoAnne VanBrocklin. 


