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Funding received from Empire State 
Development and New York Farm   
Viability Institute to build Hop  
Growing Capacity in New York State 
 
By Sarah Ficken 
 
We are excited to announce that we have received three separate 
grants to help build the capacity of the hop industry in New York 
State and to promote the use of New York state grown hops.   
 
We have received a grant from Empire State Develoment’s Craft Bev-
erage Program to build the capacity of the Northeast Hop Alliance 
through organizing as a 501 (c) 6 organization. This type of business 
structure has many important implications for the Northeast Hop Alli-
ance. We will also be using this grant to streamline the membership 
process and grow the website as a place to promote local hops. In ad-
dition, New York State Farm Viability has given us a  Focus Grant 
that will allow us to better tailor the Northeast Hop Alliance website 
to the educational needs of hop growers throughout the state.  If you 
would like to be involved in our efforts, please send me an e-mail
(sjs299@cornell.edu). I will be pulling together a group of growers 
interested in testing and providing feedback on changes make to the 
website. 
 
Empire State Development’s Craft Beverage Grant Program also 
awarded us a grant to promote New York State grown hops. Our pro-
motion efforts will be focus on creating educational materials on New 
York State hop for beer consumers and brewers and hosting three Hop 
Evaluation events at which brewers can sample to quality and variety 
of New York Grown Hops. The Hop Evaluations will be held this fall 
in three locations across New York State. If you would like to partici-
pate in the hop evaluation, please be sure to set aside three samples of 
whole leaf hops for the evaluations and to have your brewers values 
completed in a timely fashion. Keep an eye on the August newsletter 
for details on how to participate. 
 
We are grateful to both Empire State Development and New York 
Farm Viability as we believe that these grants will facilitate the con-
tinued growth of hops in New York State.  

mailto:sjs299@cornell.edu
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Hop Farm Survey Results are in! 
 
Thank you to everyone who completed our Hop Farm Profiles. We are finishing pulling together 
the results from the survey and hope to share a comprehensive report by the end of the summer, 
but we can share some of our preliminary findings with you. 
 

 Hop acreage in New York now exceeds 400 acres, with at least 30 farms exceeding 5 
acres.  

 The majority of hop acreage has been planted  in the last three years, which positions the 
industry well to meet the needs of the increase in the Farm Brewery Law requirements 
that will go into effect in 2018.  

 Many of you identified pest management as one of the biggest challenges to a successful 
hopyard. If you do not already have a copy of the Cornell Integrated Hops Production 
Guide and are struggling with your Integrated Pest Management program please consider 
ordering one.  

 At least 20 Wolf Harvesters and 22 mobile harvesting units are in use in New York State.  
 Most of you indicated that you are selling  at least some dried whole leaf or pelleted hops 

to breweries. 
 Almost 100% of you indicated that you are optimistic about this year’s harvest and ex-

pect the same or a better yield than last year.  

 

The hop industry has grown at a fantastic pace these past few years and we are happy to help con-
tinue to support your success. 
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Photo Source: UMN extension 

Hops Evaluations – Upcoming Events 

Watch for Dates and Locations 

Three hop evaluation events will be held 
statewide in mid to late October, with locations to 
be announced in the Lower Hudson Valley/Long  
Island area, Western New York, and Central New 
York.    
 

 
The events will be an opportunity 
for brewers and breweries (farm 
and craft) to link with New York 
State hop growers.  The brewers 
will be able to learn more about 

the variety and characteristics of hops available 
from New York growers, and the growers will be 
able to learn about what brewers are looking for 
in their hops (quality, target brewer values, and 
aromas).    

 
The evaluations will provide opportunities for 
brewers to experience freshly picked and pro-
cessed New York grown hops, and to provide feed-
back to the growers on hop quality, and to help 
build relationships with hop growers to create a 
strong supply chain.  
Hop growers will be 

able to promote their product to the brew-
eries at these events.   
 
KEEP AN EYE ON THE AUGUST               
NEWSLETTER FOR MORE DETAILS    
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Gearpatrol.com 

http://hiconsumption.com/ 

What's Hoppening: Musings from the UVM Hopyard! 

Important Hop BULL-etin 

 
Remember:  The 2016 Cornell Inte-
grated Hops Production Guide can 
be obtained through your local Cor-
nell Cooperative Extension office or 
from the Cornell Store at Cornell 
University. To order from the Cor-
nell Store, call (844) 688-7620 or 
order online at http://
store.cornell.edu/c-875-pmep-
guidelines.aspx. 
 

Minor Pests = Minor Problems!  
Posted: June 22nd, 2016 by hoppenin 

The three major pests of Northeastern hopyards—potato leafhoppers, two-spotted 
spider mites and hop aphids—can cause significant economic losses. For that reason, 
we keep a close eye on their populations in our research yard by scouting weekly. 
 
From time to time, other pests pop up in our hopyard, but because they don’t seem to 
affect yields, we consider them to be minor pests. We have been seeing greater-than-normal numbers of 
hop loopers chewing their way through hopyards in Vermont this season. These lime green caterpillars 
with characteristic “racing stripes” appear to only inch along, but they can defoliate bines at pretty good 
clip. However, because they don’t cause economic injury, nobody should be losing any sleep. 
 
Another minor pest that we usually find in Northeastern hopyards is, fellow defoliator, the eastern com-
ma caterpillar. Covered with ominous looking spikes, these caterpillars are harmless to the touch and are 
seemingly harmless to hop grower’s bottom line. In some years, they can easily be found chewing up our 
bines, but this year it seems they have taken a back seat to the loopers . 
 
An additional minor pest poking tiny holes in our hop leaves is the hop flea beetle. The characteristic shot
-hole damage of these jumpy little fellas is never found above knee height, and doesn’t seem to affect ma-
ture plants. 
 
We have also spotted a variety of other pests that are present at very low numbers in our yards—other cat-
erpillars, thrips, froghoppers, etc.—but like all minor pests, they are of relatively minor concern. 
In case you were wondering, there is one pest commonly found in Northeastern hopyards that is conspic-
uously absent from this blog post–the Japanese beetle! Depending on where you are located and who you 
talk to, these little ninjas may strike fear into the hearts of growers of many crops (including hops) or 
merely evoke a passing thought. Regardless, expect to see the skeletonized leaves in the wake of their 
feeding in your hopyard over the course of the next few weeks. 
 

And of course always remember, keep calm and hop on… 

Hop looper  

Eastern comma caterpillar  

http://store.cornell.edu/c-875-pmep-guidelines.aspx.
http://store.cornell.edu/c-875-pmep-guidelines.aspx.
http://store.cornell.edu/c-875-pmep-guidelines.aspx.
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/UvmExtensionAgricultureCropsAndSoilsProgramWhatsHoppening/~3/7-3OeHbaNsY/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
http://www.uvm.edu/extension/cropsoil/wp-content/uploads/PLH-2014-Factsheet.pdf
http://www.uvm.edu/extension/cropsoil/wp-content/uploads/Millerspidermite11.pdf
http://www.uvm.edu/extension/cropsoil/wp-content/uploads/Millerspidermite11.pdf
http://www.uvm.edu/extension/cropsoil/wp-content/uploads/Hop-Aphid1.pdf
http://www.uvm.edu/extension/cropsoil/hop-pest-eastern-comma
http://www.uvm.edu/extension/cropsoil/hop-pest-eastern-comma
http://www.uvm.edu/extension/cropsoil/wp-content/uploads/Japanese_beetle_in_hops.pdf
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What's Hoppening: Musings from the UVM Hopyard! 

Important Hop BULL-etin 

 
Potato Leafhoppers Have Arrived! 
Posted: June 7th, 2016 by hoppenin 

It is leafhopper season again and those pesky insects have been spotted at our research 
hopyard at Borderview Research Farm, in Alburgh, Vermont.  This is a great time to start 
scouting for insects as well as for disease to ensure proper management of all hop pests. 
So far, this season has not been conducive for the hop pests that thrive in wet conditions, 
such as downy mildew and aphids, but the potato leafhoppers have arrived right on 
schedule.  Potato leafhoppers are migratory insects transported via wind currents from 
the southern United States, generally appearing in the Northeast between late-May and 
mid-June.  Our first sighting was on June 2, 2016. 
 
To scout for potato leafhoppers, examine the back of a hop leaf for little torpedo shaped 
insects with distinctive green coloration.  Young potato leaphoppers, or nymphs, are 
flightless insects and can be seen scuttling around the leaves in a side-to-side fashion. Adults can also be 
scouted by checking the backs of the leaves, or for a easier approach, you can just give your plants a lit-
tle shake and watched the adult potato leafhoppers fly off the plant or jump from leaf to leaf.  At our 
hopyard, we have only observed adults so far, but that means the nymphs aren’t far behind. Within one 
season, there are usually two or three generations of leaphoppers present in northern hop yards. 
 

Potato leafhoppers are an economically damaging pest that can cause hopper burn, 
which is a distinctive yellowing of the leaves in a V-shaped pattern, eventually leading 
to leaf tip necrosis.  Hopper burn decreases leaf photosynthetic activity and can cause 
plant production to suffer. 
 
One of the best ways to combat potato leafhopper damage is by planting an alfalfa or 
red clover trap crop. Potato leafhoppers prefer to feed on these legumes and can be 
redirected from your hop yard with strategic plantings on the outskirts of the yard or 
in the drive row. 
 
Stay vigilant and keep scouting! 

First, second, and 
third instar potato 
leafhopper nymphs  

Hopperburn: visual 
V-shaped chlorosis 
injury caused by 
potato leafhopper 

NYSERDA launched the Agriculture Energy Audit Program in March 2016.  The Program offers farms and on-farm 
producers no-cost energy audits that provide recommendations for energy efficiency measures.  Energy audits are 
important tools to help farmers make the best decisions for their operations and to help them become economically 
and environmentally sustainable. 
 
In addition to providing energy audits, the Program also provides assistance identifying and obtaining funding for 
implementation of the measures identified through the energy audit.  NYSERDA’s program implementer, En-Save, 
will offer guidance to determine the appropriate measures to install and programs available to assist with the imple-
mentation of those measures. 
 
Funding for audits is available on a first-come, first-served basis.  Call 800-732-1399 or email aeep@nyserda.ny.gov  
to discuss program options and obtain an application.  Agriculture Energy Audit Program 

http://blog.uvm.edu/hoppenin/2016/06/07/potato-leafhoppers-have-arrived-2/
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HOPS PROCESSING SERVICES 

 

  
Name 

  
County 

  
Machine 

Services 
Offered 

Phone 
Number 

  
E-Mail 

Pat Comeford Steuben Wolverine Harvesting 
(Portable) 

607-661-7473 puckster5@juno.com 

Appleton Farms 
(Charles Stodolka) 

Niagara Wolf 170 Harvesting 
(at Facility) 

716-778-8155 ctruskey@verizon.net 

Schmidt Farm 
(Stephan Schmidt) 

Ontario Wolverine 
Buskirk Pellet 
Mill 

Harvesting 
(Portable) 

585-859-9641   

Dietrich Gehring Albany Wolf 170 Harvesting 
(at Facility) 

518-577-1484 dcgehring@gmail.com 

Josh Grazul Tompkins Hop Harvester 
1000 

Harvesting 
(Portable) 

    

Lynn Tucker Steuben Wolverine Harvesting 
(Portable) 

  Ltucker1703@hotmail.com 

Northeast Hop Alliance Madison Wolf Harvesting 
(at Facility) 

Larry Fisher 
315-495-2451 

  

Foothill Hops 
(Larry Fisher) 

Madison   Drying, Baling 
Pelletizing 

315-495-2451   

Crooked Creek Farms 
(Christopher Holden) 
  

Steuben Buskirk Engi-
neering Pellet 
Mill 

Pelletizing 
Packaging 

607-377-0393 cpholden2@yahoo.com 

Willet Hop and Grain 
LLC (Chuck Rhoades) 

Cortland Wolf 170 
20 x 8 Dryer 
RB60 Baler 

Harvesting 
(at Facility) 
Drying, Baling 

607-761-6244 chuck@willethop.com 

Whipple Brothers 
(Justin Whipple) 

Orleans   Pelletizing 
Packaging 

585-350-9707 justin.whipple@gmail.com 

The Bineyard 
(Chad Meigs) 

Madison Wolf 170 
Oast Pelletizer 

Harvesting 
Drying 
Pelletizing 

617-515-1011 hops@thebineyard.com 

Keuka Hopper Hut 
(Mike Mullins) 

Yates Wolf 140 Harvesting 
(at Facility) 
Drying 
Pelletizing 
Packaging 

315-521-7201 mike@keukahopperhut.com 

 

Mosher Farms 
(Terry & Corey Mosher) 

Madison Wolf 140 
(converted to 
170) 

Harvesting 
Drying, Baling 
Trucking 

315-893-7173 
315-723-9763 

tsmosher@frontiernet.com 

Northern Eagle Hop Pro-
cessing (Ian Porto) 

Otsego   Harvesting 
Drying 
Pelletizing 
Packaging 
Hop Broker 

607-434-9306 
607-432-4000 

logistics@coopbrew.com 

Hudson Valley Hops 
(Justin Riccobono) 

Dutchess   Harvesting 
Pelletizing 
Packaging 
Hop Broker 

845-202-2398 jr@hvhops.com 

Pedersen Farm 
(Rick Pedersen) 

Ontario Wolf Harvesting 
Drying, Baling 

315-781-0482 pedersenfarms@gmail.com 

mailto:ctruskey@verizon.net
mailto:dcgehring@gmail.com
mailto:chuck@willethop.com
mailto:justin.whipple@gmail.com
mailto:hops@thebineyard.com
mailto:mike@keukahopperhut.com
mailto:tsmosher@frontiernet.com
mailto:logistics@coopbrew.com
mailto:jr@hvhops.com
mailto:pedersenfarms@gmail.com
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Classifieds: 
Are you a grower looking to sell a piece of hops equipment? Do you provide harvesting or pro-
cessing services to other growers? Are you looking for  equipment or services? Is there a 
unique opportunity on your farm that you would like to share? If so, send in your information 
to Jackie (jjd44@cornell.edu) for inclusion in next month’s newsletter. 
 
For Sale 
 
We have a complete hop-to-pellet processing line available due to owner's age and illness. My 
name is Ulf Nordin in Swampscott MA; a "behind-the-garage" hop grower and hop/beer enthu-
siast! It includes a complete lab, Hammermill/Pelletizer combo, custom made dryer system, 
custom cooler system, vacuum/gas bag sealer, some ~500 barrier bags (foil laminate material 
for O₂ and UV barrier) and ancillary equipment such as conveyors, boxes and lifts. It includes 
assistance in assembling/set-up of the system, how to run it, take care of the hops and operate 
the lab. System in excellent working order.   If any interest please email us at 
ulfkdn@gmail.com or call/message at 781-589-3301 
 
2 Acre Hop Yard in its second year for sale in Erie County. Varieties include Cascade, Centen-
nial, Crystal, Columbus, Zeus, and Hallentauer. Sandy Loam soils, pond for irrigation, profes-
sionally installed trellis, space for 8 additional acres. Additional land available. Contact shep-
herdhillhops@yahoo.com 
 
Zerriillo’s Greenhouses has the following hop plants available: 80 trays Cascade, 16 trays 
Cashmere, 5 trays Centennial, 10 trays Crystal, 17 trays Horizon, 7 trays Newport, 15 trays 
Nugget, 6 trays Saaz, 3 trays Styrian Gold, 12 trays Tahoma, 14 Triple Perle, 7 trays Serebri-
anka, 9 trays Sorachi Ace, 13 trays Yakima Gold, and 14 trays Zatecki Cerveni 
 
Services 
 
2016 Hopyard Tour and Tasting is being held from 12-5 at BlueBell Hopyard, 319 Cline Road,  
Victor, NY.  Contact Kurt Charland at 585-781-0614 with any questions. 
 
Custom hop pelleting and packaging service—Whipple Brothers Farms; contact Justin Whip-
ple by email at Justin.whipple@gmail.com or by phone at 585-350-9707. 

Do you provide harvesting or processing services to growers? Would you like 
your services included in our newsletter?  

 
We will be putting together a list of harvesters and processers to be included 
in the August and September newsletters. If you would like to have your ser-
vices included in this list, please send an email to Jackie (jjd44@cornell.edu) 

with your company name, contact person’s name, e-mail address, phone 
number, county, and services offered.  

mailto:ulfkdn@gmail.com
mailto:shepherdhillhops@yahoo.com
mailto:shepherdhillhops@yahoo.com
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Upcoming Events 
 

 

July 28, 2016 @ 9:00 am 

Summer Tips, Pest Issues, Producer Panel, and More  
Paul Smith’s College 
Ted Coughlin, a native son of Malone, and owner of a craft brewery in North Carolina will be on hand to host the 
event. Dr. Heather Darby of the University of Vermont Extension will be on hand to discuss summer pest problems, 
growth towards harvesting, and more. We will have a panel of growers to discuss issues being faced in the hop yard 
and lead in a roundtable of future education needs. The evening will wind up with a beer pairing dinner created by 
PSC Culinary Department along with beer donated by Coughlin’s Iron Clad Brewery.  
Register at  https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_landing.cfm?event=Hops_July28_216 
 

August 9 - 11, 2016  
Empire Farm Days 
Rodman Lott and Son Farm, 2973 State Route 414, Seneca Falls, NY 
See the latest innovations, new technologies and techniques for farming operations (daily, livestock, crops), 
including farm equipment and machinery. 

Mission 
The Cornell Cooperative educational 
system enables people to improve their 
lives and communities through partner-
ships that put experience and research 
knowledge to work. 

Northeast Hop Alliance 

Madison County, New York 

1000 Eaton Street 

Morrisville, NY 13408 

(315)684-3001 ext 127 

Steve Miller, NYS Hops Educator — Newsletter Editor 

Sarah Ficken, Hops Program Assistant — Newsletter Production and Design 

Jackie Dickerson, Hops Program Assistant—Newsletter Production and Design 

 

Renew your NeHA Membership today! 
Membership is $40 per farm 

Visit www.northeasthopalliance.org  
for more information or to download our membership form  

https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_landing.cfm?event=Hops_July28_216

