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January 1: New Year's Day                         

January 18: Martin Luther King Day     

February 15:  Presidents' Day         

May 30: Memorial Day                                 

July 4: Independence Day                          

September 5: Labor Day                              

October 10: Columbus Day                       

November 11: Veterans Day                       

November 24: Thanksgiving Day              

December 25: Christmas Day                     

December 26: Christmas Day (obs.)

January 1: New Year's Day                           

January 2: New Year's Day (obs.)                 

January 16: Martin Luther King Day          

February 20: Presidents' Day                       

May 29: Memorial Day                                   

July 4: Independence Day                            

September 4: Labor Day                                 

October 9: Columbus Day                             

November 10: Veterans Day (obs.)               

November 11: Veterans Day                         

November 23: Thanksgiving Day                  

December 25: Christmas Day  









Name  Title  Term Start  Term End  Term Duration  

Skip Jensen  President  1/14 12/16 2nd Term 

Lew Ann Giles  Vice President  1/11 12/16 2nd Term  

Jill Henderson Secretary 1/14 12/16 1st Term 

Robert C. Corcoran Treasurer  1/11 12/16 2nd Term  

Leslie Church Legislative Representative     

Charles Fausold State Extension Specialist     

John McGregor Member  1/15 12/17 1st Term 

Tim Christiansen Member  1/15 12/17 1st Term 

Wendy Disbrow Member  1/15 12/17 1st Term 

Jerry Horning  Member  1/15 12/17 1st Term 

Keith Toaspern  Member 1/13 12/15 1st Term 

Malcolm McKenzie  Member 1/13 12/15 1st Term 

Carol Oswald  Member  1/13 12/15 1st Term 





First Name E-mail Title 

Sharrey Calvetti slc284@cornell.edu Accounts Rep II 

Vallie Castner  vgc8@cornell.edu Life Skills Educator 

Jen Clancey jja26@cornell.edu 4-H and Human Ecology Team Leader 

Barb Elias  bje6@cornell.edu FLSBN Finance Administrator 

Cheryl Flynn cj348@cornell.edu Sr. Admin. Assistant 

Nancy Glazier  nig3@cornell.edu Small Farm Support Specialist 

Brittany Griffin bg393@cornell.edu Administrative Assistant 

Maggie Mahr  mam752@cornell.edu Promotions & Marking Coordinator 

Barb McGuffie  bjm21@cornell.edu 4-H and Nutrition Educator 

Jim Monahan  jbm329@cornell.edu Videographer 

Elizabeth Newbold  ejn22@cornell.edu Land Protection & Ag Economic      

Development  

Judson Reid  jer11@cornell.edu Vegetable Specialist 

Emily Staychock ecs268@cornell.edu Invasive Species/Watershed Educator 

Gillian Trimber  gmt47@cornell.edu Viticulture Assistant  

Hans Walter-Peterson  hcw5@cornell.edu Viticulture Specialist 

Arlene Wilson  aaww66@cornell.edu  Executive Director  





CCE of Yates County continues to serve all residents, businesses, and communities. CCE’s programs touch the lives of many 

in our community. We would like to thank the individuals, families, and businesses listed below that support us through the 

Friend of Cornell Cooperative Extension fundraising efforts. We have raised $2, 445.97 through this campaign.  Our gratitude 

goes out to the following contributors*: 

Bert & Donna Alexander  

Veronica & David Blum                                                 

WM Burley                                                                      

Clearview Farms                                                             

Rob Corcoran                                                                 

Dr. & Mrs. Tim Dennis                                                     

George & Wendy Disbrow                                            

Robert W. Evans                                                                      

Fox Run Vineyards, Inc.                                                 

Jim & Nate Henderson                                                     

Henderson Farms                                                   

Skip & Jennifer Jensen                                             

Bill & Mary-Ellen Laffin                                                 

J. Robert & Madeleine Lawrence                                 

Lilyea Farms, LLC                                                           

Long’s Cards and Books                                                      

Malcolm & Doug Mackenzie                                               

John McGregor  

McGregor Vineyard                                                       

Laurie Mitchell                                                                    

Richard & Janet Osgood                                                 

Doug & Joan Paddock                                                 

Peterson Farms                                                               

Seneca Shore Wine Cellars 

James Stewart                                                                    

Tabora Vineyards                                                           

Susan & David Vaugh– in memory of Charlie Page  

      

* As of 11/30/15 

Many thanks as well to those contributors not wishing to have their names published.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out these simple savings tip to assist you with achieving your financial goals:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome to the New Year!  The time is NOW to make a fresh start and take note of your finances. 

 The America Saves website (http:/ www.americasaves.org)  

has a variety of helpful information such as  Make a Plan: 

How to Save Money and much more. 

 Getting a refund?  What can you put into 

savings? Just saving $ .50 a day is $15.00/ 

month and $180.00/ a year.  What will you 

do with that money? If you are going to 

make a big purchase, price compare and 

then check to see if there is price matching. 

 Do you know what the most expensive 

food in your refrigerator is? It is the food 

you throw away! With that in mind, here 

are some ways to conserve what might be 

wasted; try a left over dinner night, freeze 

foods to use in a tasty soup, and pack 

your lunch.  

 Unit pricing: Compare prices of a product by 

weight or volume instead of by the package to 

help decide which package is most economical.  

 Local libraries are a great community resource; 

check them out for books, newspapers, free 

WiFi, CDs, and other additional resources.   

http://www.americasaves.org


January 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

New Year’s Day  

2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16  

17 18 

Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day 

19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Notes 

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________ 

_____________

_____________

_ 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Yates County provides a 1:1 Life Skills program to 20 income- eligible families. Eligible families are provided with education, 

tools, tips, and available community resources to help them gain greater financial independence, knowledge, skills, and confidence. Cornell Cooperative           

Extension of Yates County also partners with several agencies to provide Life Skills Workshops to adults and partners with the Yates County Workforce         

Development summer youth employment program to provide basic budget skills information and education to area teens. 



 4-H Public Presentations is a program in which youth learn to create a presentation and develop the skills needed 

to present it before an audience. They learn about the research process and the steps needed to organize information 

into an interesting and creative presentation. 

 Beginners are encouraged to select simple topics with which 

they are extremely comfortable.  

 As youth progress and grow each year, they are challenged to 

try one of the more difficult types of presentations where       

appropriate, and to venture into presentation styles such as a 

talk, a speech. PowerPoint, impromptu, or recitation.  

 College and job interviews provide older youth practice in 

building skills by doing a real interview (with a real employer 

or college admissions officer) in a safe environment.  

 Youth learn about the varied purposes of presentations and 

how to tailor their presentations appropriately to fit their     

intentions, be it educational, persuasive, or entertaining.  

“Gave me confidence and communication skills I use every day! “ 

“By starting presentations young and in the supportive 4-H   

environment, I have never had to deal with the fear of speaking 

in front of groups that plagues so many adults.” 

“Taught me the benefits of constructive criticism .” 

“Extremely comfortable working in groups, providing 

feedback to classmates and colleagues, and using 

feedback to improve future presentations.”  

“These experiences also benefit my professional career as I am 

confident during interviews and interacting with patients and 

clients throughout my work days.”  



February 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9  

Public   

Presentations 

Make-up Day  

10 11 12 

 

13 

14 

 

15 

President’s 

Day  

16 

Public  

Presentations  

17 18 19 20 

Public  

Presentations  

21 22 23 24 25 

4-H Spaghetti 

Supper   

26 27 

28 29      

Notes 

 

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________ 

_____________

_____________

_ 

See more at http://yates.cce.cornell.edu/4-h-youth/4-h-public-presentations 



Projects and functions carried out by Master Gardeners are based on the educational priorities of individual 

counties, differing from county to county. Some of the ways Master Gardeners have been involved in New 

York State are:  

What are some of the Master Gardener activities in Yates County?  

 Answering horticultural inquiries 
on the phone 

 Writing articles about gardening 

 Setting up demonstration projects 
in public places 

 School gardens 

 Community improvement projects 

 Historic garden restoration 

 Horticultural therapy  

 

 Organizing plant sales 

 Organizing public events 

 County Fair informational 
booths 

 Providing advice at garden   
centers 

 Increasing Awareness of         
integrated pest management, 
water quality conservation, and 
other environmental issues  

 Answering gardening, lawn, shrub, and tree 
questions phoned into the Cornell               
Cooperative Extension 

 Identifying disease and causes of damage to 
plants, and providing suggestions for control 

 Testing for soil pH on samples brought into 
the Cornell Cooperative Extension office 

 Maintaining current gardening information 
files 

 Sponsoring the annual Yard N’      
Garden Day 

 Supporting the Penn Yan Community  
Garden 

 Working with youth to build an     
understanding of gardening, wildlife, 
and the environment 

 Providing advice and guidance for 
development  and maintenance of 
public and community gardens 



March 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 

 

12 

13           
Daylight Savings  

Time begins  

14 

 

15 16 

 

17 18 19 

Master Gardener’s 

Yard ‘N Garden 

Day 

20        

Spring begins  

21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

Notes 

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________ 

_____________

_____________

_ 

Every year in March the Yates County Master Gardeners host Yard ‘N Garden Day in the County Building Auditorium.  This year Yard ‘N Garden Day will be on March 19th.  

Registration starts 8:30am, Program 9:00am – 12:30pm.  Registration fee is $15, which includes free vegetable seed packet, refreshments, and tickets for door prizes.   

Pre- registration with payment is required.   



Rating the Level of Soil Function on Vegetable farms in the Cornell Vegetable Area 

 Variable and extreme weather make good soil function and good soil health 

more important than ever to maintain profitable vegetable production.  

 Soil needs to function optimally, for rapid rainfall infiltration vs. run-off, deep 

crop rooting, rapid nutrient cycling, etc. 

 The Cornell Vegetable Program recently received a USDA-NRCS Conservation 

Innovation grant (CIG) to sample growers’ fields for the Cornell Soil Health     

Assessment to pinpoint constraints to soil function and crop production.  

 Twenty-six fields were sampled, and soil compaction was tested on 13 farms in 

Niagra, Monroe, Genesee, Wayne, Ontario, and Yates Counties.  

 Cropping, cover cropping, tillage, and manure application data were collected 

for 2013-2016 (planned) for all fields.  

 One measure of soil health stood out: the average number of earthworms per 

hole in the ten soil sampling holes dug per field.  

 In six fields with good soil management, there was an average of 8 to 20         

earthworms per hole! 

 Earthworms create channels for root growth and water percolation, and are a 

good indication of soil health and crop yield potential. Earthworms can’t       

survive, however, if they don’t have food.  

 Regular use of cover crops, soil-building crops, manure , and reducing tillage to 

avoid “burning up” organic matter too quickly, can ensure that earthworms will 

be fed and ready to “till” the soil.  

 Analysis and individual interpretation of the results will be done with growers 

over the next six months. This project is supported by an NRCS Conservation 

Innovation Grant on soil health.  

Photo Credit: Carol MacNeil, Cornell Vegetable  

Program 

Photo Credit: Cordelia Hall, Cornell Vegetable  

Program 



April 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Notes 

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________ 

_____________

_____________

_ 



1 

2 

3 
4 

5 



May 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8           
Mother’s Day 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21  

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 

Memorial Day 

31     

Notes 

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________ 

_____________

_____________

_ 

1.  Hydrilla (Robert Videki, Doronicum Kft., Bugwood.com)                          2. Water Chestnut  (Leslie J. Mherhoff, University of Connecticut, Bugwood.org)     

3. Zebra Mussel  (Amy Benson, U.S. Geological Survey, Bugwood.org)       4. Round Goby (Eric Engbretson, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Bugwood.org)          

5. Boat Launch Sign: In 2014, ,Legislation passed a law that required universal signage at all NYS boat launches. These signs are present at Keuka Lake 

public launches.  

Photo Credits  



 The Master Forest Owners (MFO) program provides forest 

owners in NYS with the information and encouragement necessary to 

manage their forest lands. These experienced volunteers are graduates 

of a 4-day training program, where they learn about saw-timber and 

wildlife management, forest economics and ecology. In Yates County, 

there are currently seven active MFO members.  

 In 2015, the MFO program held a landowner liability workshop which featured presentations on: current landowner  

liability case law; proper posting of property; liability when providing permissions to people to hike, hunt, or ride ATV’s on 

your land; liability toward trespassers versus people who are allowed to be there; and right-of-ways. MFO’s also held a woods 

walk focused on preparing your woods for a commercial timber harvest and conducted one-on-one site visits with landowners to 

discuss goals for woodland management and to provide guidance and follow-up information.   

Over the lifetime of this program in Yates County, we have been fortunate to work 

closely with collaborator, Jim Bagley, DEC Region 8 Private woodlands forester. 

This partnership has been very successful. 41% of the land in Yates County is    

forested and of that, 92% is privately owned. After  a peer-to-peer site visit with an 

MFO, landowners were referred to DEC Forester, Jim Bagley for a follow-up and 

forest management plan preparation. In late 2015, Jim retired. He was presented 

with the Friend of Extension Award in 2014.  

Jim Bagley accepting Friend of Extension Award at 

2014 Annual Meeting  



June 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19           

Father’s Day  

20 21           
Summer begins 

22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

Notes 

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________ 

_____________

_____________

_ 



In 2015 there were… 

 47 4-H’ers showcasing 185 projects in the exhibit hall 

 21 4-H’ers exhibiting 55 animals 

 13 youth learning job readiness skills by working in Scooper’s Dairy Bar 

 12 plus youth increasing leadership skills by serving as Junior Superintendents and 
Teen Assistants in the animal barns or exhibit hall  

 The county fair is a time for 4-H youth to come together with 4-H’ers across the county and showcase 
what they’ve worked on throughout the year.  While the fair is a lot of fun, it’s also a lot of work and 4-H’ers 
can be seen throughout the week demonstrating their talents, learning new skills, and helping others. 



July 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 

Independence 

Day 

5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Notes 

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

____________ 

_____________

_____________

_____________ 

Yates County Fair July 12-16, 2016 



Finger Lakes Grape Program (FLGP) is staffed by Viticulture Educators 

Hans Walter-Peterson and Gillian Trimber. The program provides         

unbiased, research-based information to the region’s grape growers in  

areas including : 

 Vineyard and Pest Management 

 New Vineyard Establishment 

 Marketing and Business Development 

 Plus more as a means of supporting the industry’s growth and   

long-term sustainability.  

In 2012, the Finger Lakes Grape Program entered into a partnership with  

Finger Lakes Community College's Viticulture & Wine Technology Program 

to develop and operate a 2.5-acre Teaching & Demonstration Vineyard (TDV) 

at Anthony Road Wine Company. The TDV contains 15 different varieties of 

grapes. FLCC students get hands-on experience with important vineyard 

practices like pruning, training, shoot and leaf thinning, crop control,         

pre-harvest sampling and more. The TDV provided all of the grapes used by 

FLCC students this year (a value  of more than $2,500)  in their winemaking 

classes at the college’s new Viticulture & Wine Technology Center in         

Geneva, which opened this year.  

Hans Walter-Peterson 

Gillian Trimber  



August 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31    

Notes 

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________ 

_____________

_____________ 

The Finger Lakes Grape Program serves the grape and wine industry in Ontario, Schuyler, Seneca, Steuben, Wayne, and Yates Counties.  



 

EMT 

Rabies Education  

Emergency   

Preparedness  

Ground Water  

Fire Control  

DEC                          
Law Enforcement  

Fishing  

Energy  

Forestry  



September  2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 

Labor Day 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22           

Fall begins 

23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  

Notes 

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________ 

_____________

_____________

_ 

This year, we will celebrate our fiftieth year of Conservation Field Day! This is a one-day environmental education program designed to introduce 

Yates County 6th grade students to topics in ecology, water, natural resource management, conservation careers, and safety. The program is           

coordinated by Yates County’s Cornell Cooperative Extension, and Soil and Water Conservation District. 



Injuries and deaths have occurred  in surrounding states and “close calls” regionally from hydrogen sulfide gas being released 
during manure storage agitation. The immediate risk is within a relatively small radius of the storage, generally 50 feet or less. 

 Yates County Soil & Water Conservation (YC SWCD) and the NWNY Team 

were awarded one of 11 farm safety grants from Agricultural Safety and Health 

Council of America (ASHCA). 

 The purpose of the program was to educate farmers, manure haulers, and local 

fire departments about the hazardous gases that form in the storages, specifically 

hydrogen sulfide.  

 This gas is a by-product of the anaerobic digestion process and is exacerbated 

with the addition of gypsum, a material high in sulfur.  

 This project also provided education and 

cost share for  24 personal monitors for 

farmers and three multiple gas meters for 

fire departments.  

 Several educational meetings were held 

for farmers, custom manure haulers and 

volunteer firefighters.  

 202 participants learned manure gas    

safety.  

Topics covered were:  

 Manure Gas Basics 

 How Gases Form 

 Why gypsum bedding usage increases gas production 



October 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

 

3 4 

 

5 

 

6 7 

 

8 

 

9 10 

Columbus 
Day 

11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31 

  

     

Notes 

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________ 

_____________

_____________

_ 

 

National 4-H Week! 

YC SWCD and NWNY Team presented on how to identify manure gas hot-spots around the farmstead. Feedback from one meeting led to scheduling around 

manure lagoon agitation and gases and silo gas safety. Through this project, a total of 202 participants have learned the hazards of manure gases. One farmer 

said, “Keep up the good work. You’re saving lives!” 



Venison Donation Program (VDC) 

Extra Deer?  Consider donating! 

Deer meat donated locally in Yates County 
stays in Yates County to feed local families 
via the Keuka Food Pantry.  

 

 
 
The Venison Donation Coalition: 

 Accepts legally tagged, properly field-
dressed deer 

 Covers the processors’ costs 

 Is a 501 c3 organization & accepts tax 
deductible donations to help cover cost 
of processing 

How to donate a deer or partial deer: 

 Find nearest processor accepting deer at 
http://www.venisondonation.com/
processorlist.htm  

 Call processors ahead & confirm they 
are taking donations 

 Deliver deer to processor who takes it 
from there 

For more information visit: 
www.VenisonDonation.org  

Or call 1-866-862-DEER (3337) 

 

Food Preservation 

For research-based, current processing guidelines 
CCE recommends the most recent editions of these 
resources:  

 So Easy to Preserve, sixth edition 

 The Ball Blue Book 

 http://nchfp.uga.edu/index.html 

 

 

 

Freezing: 

 Easy, convenient and quick  

 Blanch most vegetables to avoid loss of color, 
flavor, or nutrients  

 Freeze fruits plain or with sugar or syrup,      
depending on personal preference.   

Drying: 

 Simple, safe, and easy 

 Modern dehydrators: follow manufacturer’s  
instructions for a safe final product.   

Canning: 

 Pressure canner: for vegetables, some tomato 
products with added ingredients, meats, poultry 
and seafood 

 Boiling water bath canner: for fruits, tomatoes, 
pickles, jams, jellies and other fruit preserves so 
long as the research-based recipe is followed 
exactly. 

Food Safety: Turkey Tips 

DO NOT – Defrost a turkey at room temperature 
– this could be very dangerous. 

DO – Plan on one day of refrigerator defrost time 
for every 5 lbs. of turkey (or thaw in cold water - 
30 minutes per pound for whole birds -  changing 
water every half hour.) 

 
DO NOT – Pre-stuff a turkey the night before. 

DO – Prepare dry ingredients the night before.  
Mix perishables (butter, oysters, onions & broth) 
the day you cook.  Stuff turkey immediately     
before putting in the oven. 

 
DO NOT – Cook overnight at a low temperature. 

DO – Cook turkey at an oven temperature of at 
least 325 degrees. 

 
DO NOT – Partially cook the turkey the day     
before and put whole in refrigerator. 

DO – cook turkey completely all at once.  If 
cooked the day before, carve and refrigerate.       
A whole turkey should not be put in the              
refrigerator uncut. 

For more information: 

Visit online www.fsis.usda.gov 

Call 1-888-674-6854 (USDA Meat and Poultry 
Hotline ) M-F, 10am to 4pm, ET; Thanksgiving 
Day, 8am to 2pm, ET. Hear recorded messages 
24/7.   

Email MPHotline.fsis@usda.gov  

Visit http://askkaren.custhelp.com/  24/7, (live 
chat during Hotline hours.)   

http://www.venisondonation.com/processorlist.htm
http://www.venisondonation.com/processorlist.htm
http://www.VenisonDonation.org
http://nchfp.uga.edu/index.html
http://www.fsis.usda.gov
mailto:MPHotline.fsis@usda.gov
http://askkaren.custhelp.com/


November 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6            

Daylight     

Savings Time 

ends 

7 8 

Election Day 

 

9 

 

10 11 

Veteran’s  

Day  

12 

 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 

Thanksgiving  

25 26 

27 28 29 30    

Notes 

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________ 

_____________

_____________

_ 



Harvest NY partnered with the National GAPs Program to 
conduct a long-term evaluation of the training program by 
surveying past training participants after they had completed 
the multi-day course to see what progress they had made, 
what costs they had incurred, which markets they had     
maintained, and to assess other indicators to determine the 
long-term impacts of attending the GAPs training.  

 Training is a key part to successful understanding and   
implementation of GAPs.  

In the Spring of 2014, 80 past participants (each representing 
a different farm) were asked to complete a 20 question survey. 
Preliminary findings from the long-term survey with growers 
show that the top three reasons growers report implementing 
GAPs are: 

 Their personal commitment to food safety (24%) 

 Maintaining market access (20%) 

 Reducing Liability (17%)  

To meet GAPs requirements, growers often need a farm food 

safety (FFS) plan. The second day of training helps growers 

write their plan. Prior to training, only 13% of growers have a 

completed FFS plan. After learning and taking home           

information, 63% of growers reported completing their FFS 

plan.  

Cornell Cooperative Extension, along with the National Good Agricultural Practices (GAPs) Program and the New York 

State Department of Agriculture  and Markets, has developed and implemented a nationally-recognized multi-day course 

in GAPs to prepare New York Growers for the marketplace’s increased vigilance in food safety.  



December 2016 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 

 

5 6 

 

7 

 

8 9 10 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21          

Winter begins  

22 

 

23 24 

25 

Christmas Day 

26 

Christmas Day 

(Observed ) 

27 28 29 30 31 

Notes 

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________

_____________ 

_____________

_____________

_ 

Though these are very broad values, they indicate that implementing GAPs can help preserve and expand market access. There are many reasons why produce safety 

should be important to growers. Based on the evaluations, we feel the multi-day GAPs training programs are helping growers increase their understanding of produce 

safety issues, develop a written farm food safety plan, and implement practices to reduce microbial risks.  



Cornell Cooperative Extension                                                               

of Yates County 

417 Liberty Street                                                       

Yates County Office Building                                    

Penn Yan, NY 14527                                                       

315-536-5123                                                               

http://yates.cce.cornell.edu/ 

 

“… No person shall be denied admission to any educational program or activity or be denied employment on the basis of any legally prohibited discrimination 

involving, but not limited to, such factors as race, color, religion, political beliefs, national or ethnic origin, sex, gender/gender identity, transgender status, sexual 

orientation, age, marital or family status, protected veterans and individuals with disabilities. Cornell Cooperative Extension is committed to the maintenance of 

affirmative action programs that will assure the continuation of such equality of opportunity." 


