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Good turnout at Spreader Efficiency Twilight-Maire Ullrich 

Almost 50 farmers attended the Sprayer Efficiency Twilight on June 16th.  

Dr. Andrew Landers, Cornell Engineer who specializes in spray 

technologies, addressed farmers to reduce spray costs while increasing 

efficacy.  He covered new technologies in GPS, nozzle design and 

computer-aided application rate controllers.  Pesticide applications can 

cost hundreds of dollars per acre per chemical per application.  Farmers 

are very interested in increasing precision to reduce costs.  Several of 

the farmers left the meeting looking to make small and large 

improvements to their equipment in an effort to apply what they had 

learned that night. 

Dr. Landers, using spray metering table, how lack of suspension in 

the spray boom will cause jarring that creates uneven application. 

Career Days & Ag Education-Rachel Moody 

On May 16th several of us from CCE accompanied Pennings Orchard at Warwick High School for a 

few hours in the morning for their Career Day to represent Agriculture and Farming.  They brought 

the smash hit of cider and doughnuts and we brought the informational sheets and played video 

clips geared towards teens interested in Ag related career possibilities.  We did get a few inquiries 

on our jobs and Cornell University.  On May 24th, Rachel represented CCE at Port Jervis Elementary 

School with a Holstein calf provided by Indian Acres Farm and a table set up with Orange County Ag 

Activity booklets, word searches and other goodies.  The children had to ask a question to get a 



“stamp” in their booklets and were of course more interested in the calf than the careers, but it was 

overall a great learning experience.   

On the Ag Education side, Rachel and Maire recently attended a meeting at Orange-Ulster BOCES 

along with local farmers that were invited.  BOCES is adding back Animal Science to their 

curriculum and Rachel will be assisting them with getting started, especially with the farm location 

and outreach.  In addition, SUNY Orange County Community College is looking to build a 

horticulture program and we are working with them on this as well.  

 

Onion Thrips project 

under way-Erik 

Schellenberg 

As onion development 

progresses, spells of warm 

weather have increased 

thrips populations in 

recent weeks. As part of a 

project with Dr. Brian 

Nault from Cornell’s 

Entomology department, 

we have been sampling for 

onion thrips and making spray recommendations. The overall goal of the project is to refine the 

pest threshold levels and sequence of spray materials that should be used to maintain quality while 

minimizing economic cost and environmental impact of pesticides. Weekly thrips and botrytis 

counts are being taken at four locations in black dirt onion fields. The data and the spray 

recommendations are provided to the growers involved according to the Cornell thrips control 

program. So far, half of the fields sampled have thrips levels that do not warrant any control 

measures, and the other half of the fields sampled have high enough levels to recommend beginning 

the spray program. At the end of the season, data taken from this sample program and three other 

sampling locations throughout the state will be combined and analyzed, adding to the pool of data 

that ultimately drives the thrips management program statewide. 

 



“Getting the Most out of GI” –Rose Baglia 
 

 A full house of Engineers and Landscape Architects attending Getting the Most out of GI 

(green Infrastructure)! 

On May 26, thirty two stormwater professionals attended the "Getting the Most out of GI (Green 
Infrastructure) program held at CCEOC. The topics covered included Foundation of Plants, Soils, 
and water; Bio-filtration Design; Pond and Wetland Design; Green Roof Design; a Swales, Buffers, 
Filter Strips, and Re-Vegetation.   

 

 


