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CCCEDC Master Gardener Spring Plant Sale Summary 
 

Our plant sale last month was another great success, thanks to the many Master Gardener 
volunteers to worked very hard to prepare for the sale, and to the many loyal customers who 
supported our fundraiser.   
 
Throughout the week plants were inventoried, primped and priced, 
and prepared for the sale. The strawberry boxes collected all spring 
and stored in several MGs barns were transported onsite.  
 
At 7am Friday morning a final crew of MG volunteers and some of 
their family completed moving the nearly 9000 plants and hundreds of 
signs to the front lawn of the Farm & Home Center.  
 
Folks lined up to shop well before we opened, then armed with a strawberry box (or several) 
and a list (or not), made their selections from a wide variety of annuals, perennials, vegetables 
and herbs. 
 

 
 
 
Soon every available parking spot and available lawn area was filled with cars. Many came with 
friends and family.  
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MG volunteers were available to answer questions, make suggestions, tend to plants while 
shopping continued and help transport plants to cars. A downpour on Friday afternoon caused a 
bit of a lull on shopping but not too much. We are after all, gardeners.     
                       

 
     

Saturday’s weather was a bit nicer and brought another set of 
enthusiastic shoppers.  
 
            
Some kids 
brought 
wagons.   
 
         
               
Other 
children 
helped out 
on foot.  
 
 

At the end of the sale everyone pitched in to move signs, tents and leftover plants. Within an 
hour of the end of the sale the lawn was once again empty.  
 
The proceeds from this sale help us continue our Master Gardener volunteer and community 
educational programming. Your support is greatly appreciated. 
 
 

THROUGH THE HEDGEROW: THE GARDEN OF BETSEY ELY 
By Cathy Lane, Master Gardener Volunteer 

 
The Ely garden has lovingly evolved over thirty years to a stunning, naturalistic garden that 
complements the nineteenth century house and out buildings. Referred to by the owner as 
“managed chaos”, the beautiful sweeping garden beds host colorful trees, shrubs and 
perennials that provide color and texture through the season.  
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Alliums, Hesperis matronalis (dame’s 
rocket), Hieracium (hawkweed), Euphorbia 
and Hyacinthoides hispanica (Spanish 
bluebells) were among the plants providing 
color at the time of our visit in late May.  
 
 
Lilium asiatic and Phlox paniculata are 
among the perennials that provide summer 
color to the garden. The perennials are 
allowed to reseed and move at they see fit, 
providing a natural look to the garden. 
 
 
 
 
The beds are bordered by a pergola covered with Actinidia arguta (hardy kiwi) which bears fruit 
for the family each year and provides color and interest with its lovely leaves.  
 

 
 
Two stunning Aesculus × carnea (red horse chestnut) trees were also in bloom and provided a 
beautiful backdrop to the garden beds. A late blooming Magnolia tree had just finished 
blooming. Betsey recently has enjoyed pruning and shaping some of her trees, many of which  
are columnar in form.     
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A short walk along a mowed path leads to a five acre 
pond with a gazebo. 
 
 
Of particular interest is that these lush beds thrive on 
rain water alone. The only plants that are watered are 
new plants that are added to the garden during their first 
year. This speaks to the wisdom of plant selection and 
placement. Approximately twenty of the fifty plus acres 
are enclosed with a deer fence, which is cleverly placed 
so as not to be noticed.  

 
 

 
 
This is a truly special garden that reflects the many years of planning, care and love that have 
made it what it is today.   
 
 
        

SOMETIMES A SHRUB IS BEST REPLACED. 
By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Educator 

 
For several years CCEDC Master Gardener volunteers have designed, planted and maintained 
demonstration gardens at the Farm and Home Center in Millbrook. Photos of these beautiful 
gardens are often used on the cover page of this newsletter. Each garden area has a team of 
MG volunteers who tend to all its aspects for at least a year, often more.   
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As the years go by, as volunteers change, and as new interesting plant material is introduced  
the gardens change. Not dramatically - some annuals here, a few perennials there, herbs, bulbs 
and occasionally a vegetable which is especially ornamental.   
 
The backbones of the gardens however don’t usually change. The hemlock trees at each corner 
of the building provide shade (despite years of infestation by Hemlock woolly adelgid). Shrubs 
add structure, height and texture and are pruned as needed. But this year we decided one of 
those shrubs just had to go. 

  
It was Buxus sempervirens, boxwood, in the garden we 
call Right South, near a main entrance.  The shrub has 
been there many years, anchoring the garden design 
and also hiding a waste receptacle and some pond 
tools.  
 
Boxwood in general are good shrubs. The deer don’t eat 
them. They’re evergreen. They hold a shape nicely and 
grow slowly. But sometimes they just don’t quite work 
out anymore. 
 
Two years ago this plant suffered a good amount of 
winter burn, especially on the side seen by people 
entering the building. It became a handy example for 
residents with questions about their boxwood.  We 
figured new growth would fill in the damage. But it didn’t. 
So dead branches were pruned out, which left a large 
hole and lopsided shape.  
 

Two weeks ago, we noticed tiny orange mosquito-like 
insects flying all around the shrub. They were the wasp 
Monarthropalpus flavus, Boxwood Leafminer, one of the 
most serious pests affecting this species. The insect causes 
extensive damage to foliage, which may drop prematurely.  
 

If you look at the underside of a 
leaf you may see small orange-
brown blisters. Tear open one of 
the bubbles and look closely for small orange worms between the 
upper and lower leaf surfaces. These are the larvae of the tiny wasp-
like fly which emerges in late May, when the shrub’s new growth is still 
tender. Females deposit eggs into the new foliage. When the larvae 
hatch they grow and feed during the summer in the leaf. There is 
usually one generation a year.  
 

We turned to our research material to decide what to do. We 
learned that we could prune the new foliage once the wasps 
laid their eggs to remove that new foliage, or we could apply a 
pesticide, or let natural predators like green lacewings and 
spiders provide control. We looked carefully and sure enough, 
found those beneficial insects. But we also found spider mites. 
Everywhere. 



June 2016  Page 6 
 

At this point we stepped back, surveyed the lopsided, insect covered plant and decided it was 
time to replace it. We considered replacing it with a more resistant Boxwood cultivar but instead 
are shopping for a slow growing evergreen shrub which will attract pollinators, have winter 
interest and be tolerant of our poor soil. Stay tuned.      
 
  

Spring Insects 
By Joyce Tomaselli, CCEDC Community Horticulture Educator 

 
Last  month I wrote about the Lily Leaf Beetle (Lilioceris lilii)  which primarily feeds on true lillies 
(Lillium spp.).  
 
“If you see round holes in leaves, look carefully for the bright red beetle. 
They’re tricky to catch. If you miss them and they fall to the soil, they land 
upside down. Their underside is black, which blends in nicely. Hand pick 
and squish them or drop them in a jar of soapy water to drown. There is 
one generation a year, but they are strong fliers, so be diligent.   
  
Also scout for eggs. They are tiny, but red. Scrape them off with your 
finger.  Finally, look under the leaves for the larvae which have an 
endearing habit (kidding) of covering themselves with their own excrement, 
called a fecal shield, which deters predators. If you’re too squeamish to 
hand pick them at this stage, a hard spray of water to knock them off works 
nicely. Learn more about the pest and its control from this Lily Leaf Fact 
Sheet. “ 
 
An Update:  
I’ve been watching my lilies every day and felt quite smug that I was finding 
(and squishing) fewer and fewer beetles, and finding few eggs. Then I 
noticed new damage on several leaves, turned them over, and found the 
larvae. A strong stream of water got most of them, and large leaved weeds 
proved handy when a paper towel was not nearby.  
 

Another spring insect has been very busy in my garden. I’m not sure 
if they are bumble bees or carpenter bees. (Bumble bees are 
covered completely in hairs, the abdomen of carpenter bees is bare 
and shiny), but they are noisy and beautiful. They are happily eating 
nectar from Lamprocapnos spectabilis, Bleeding heart, and Baptisia 
australis, blue false indigo.  See the links below for more information 
on both insects. 

 

 

 
WEBSITES TO VISIT 

 Dandelions — Love Them or Leave Them, but Don’t Spray Them 

 Dandelions? Wasps? Mice? For Every Season There Is a Purpose (But It’s Not Always 
Obvious) 

 Bumble Bees. Pollinators That Sting. 

 All Buzz. No Sting. Carpenter Bees Do Just What Their Name Suggests 

 

https://extension.umaine.edu/publications/2450e/
https://extension.umaine.edu/publications/2450e/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2014/05/20/dandelions-love-them-or-leave-them-but-dont-spray-them/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2016/05/18/for-every-season-there-is-a-purpose-but-its-not-always-obvious/
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2016/05/18/for-every-season-there-is-a-purpose-but-its-not-always-obvious/
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/handle/1813/43826/bumble-bees-FS-NYSIPM.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://blogs.cornell.edu/nysipm/2016/05/27/all-buzz-no-sting-carpenter-bees-do-just-what-their-name-suggests/
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.weknowplants.com/image/?action%3Dresize%26m_w%3D800%26m_h%3D600%26path%3D/files/images/Sally_Says/lily-leaf-beetle-big-crpd.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.weknowplants.com/in-the-garden/sally-says/article:trouble-with-bulbs-and-lily-leaf-beetle/&docid=U9Yn8ZZgA_bgsM&tbnid=Ae3DUNaQNsIj7M:&w=767&h=305&bih=673&biw=1366&ved=0ahUKEwjg-4WQhbzMAhXDWD4KHXmhDf4QMwguKBEwEQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
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 Get Rid of Carpenter Bees? Yes, Please! 

 Cedar Apple Rust 

 Apple Rust Diseases 

 
.  
 

Master Gardener Volunteer Training 2016 
 
DO YOU….. Love gardening? Enjoy sharing what you know with others? Want to learn even 
more about gardening? Love to get your hands ‘dirty’? Have some extra time to volunteer? Like 
visiting new and exciting places? Then we have just what you are looking for… 
 
Master Gardener volunteer training is held in EVEN numbered years, September through 
December. The next scheduled training will take place beginning September 7, 2016. Classes 
are each Wednesday. Applicants must be able to attend all of the training sessions. Click here 
for a preliminary schedule.  

Applications are being accepted at this time. Application deadline is June 15, 2016. Click here 
for more information or call Nancy at 677-82223 Ext 115. 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Saturday, June 4th, 11:00 am, Ulster County Plant Swap and Sale,  Forsyth Park Pavilion, 
157 Lucas Ave, Kingston, NY, hosted by Cornell Cooperative 
Extension of Ulster County Master Gardener volunteers.  Here’s 
how the swap works: Pot up your plants on or before May 21st. 
Drop off your plants to be swapped on Saturday morning between 
9:00am and 10:00am. Swappers will receive vouchers for the 
number of plants they drop off. Swappers return at 11:00am to 
swap vouchers for plants! At 11:30am the swap will be open to 
the public for the plant sale. No early birds please. For more 
information: http://tinyurl.com/2016-Plant- Swap or contact Dona 
at (845) 340-4990x335 or email: dm282@cornell.edu 
 
Sunday, June 5, 2:00 pm, the 10th Annual Bellefield Design Lecture at Henry A. Wallace 
Visitor Center, 4079 Albany Post Road, Hyde Park, NY, by Paula Deitz “A Garden Writer’s 
Journey”.  Reception and Heirloom Plant Sale to follow in the Garden at Bellefield. Tickets are 
$45 per person, $35 for Beatrix Farrand Garden Association members.  Seating is limited and 
registration in advance is required. For more information call 845-229-9115 ext. 2023 or go to to 
BeatrixFarrandGardenHydePark.org or email  info@BeatrixFarrandGardenHydePark.org;  

Wednesday, June 8, 6:30 pm, LaGrange Library, 488 Freedom Plains Rd, “Sensory 
Gardens” by MG volunteer Donna Croshier. For more information visit www.laglib.org 

Wednesday, June 8 at 7:00 pm, Rhinebeck  Garden Club Monthly Meeting at the 
Rhinebeck Town Hall, 76 E. Market St, with Amy Goldman, gardener, author, artist and 
philanthropist who will talk about her new book, "Heirloom Harvest: Modern Daguerreotypes 

https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/handle/1813/43827/carpenter-bees-FS-NYSIPM.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/factsheets/cedarapplerust.pdf
http://www.fruit.cornell.edu/orchard-ipm/chapter8.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/13308/MGV_TRAINING_SCHEDULE_2016.pdf?1455052636
https://s3.amazonaws.com/assets.cce.cornell.edu/attachments/13586/Web_page_How_to_Apply.pdf?1456347504
mailto:dm282@cornell.edu
http://www.laglib.org/
x-apple-data-detectors://0/
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of Historic Garden Treasures".  She is considered one of the foremost plant conservationists 
in the United States.  Books will be available for sale and signing. Refreshments served. 
Perspective new members welcome. Call Steven Mann for more info at 876-6892.   

Saturday, June 11, 10:00 am, Stanfordville Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, 
NY, “Garden Design’ by MG volunteer Philomena Kiernan. For more information visit 
www.stanfordlibrary.org 

Wednesday, June 15, 2:00 pm, Howland Library, 313 Main Street, Beacon ‘12 Easy Herbs 
to Add to Your Garden or Patio” by MG volunteer Chris Ferrero. For more information visit 
www.beaconlibrary.org 

Sunday, June 19, 1-4 pm, weather permitting, Vanderbilt Garden Association interpreters 
will offer FREE tours of the formal gardens at the Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site on 
Route 9 in Hyde Park. Tours begin at the entrance to the gardens. The volunteer interpreters 
will discuss the history of the gardens, with a focus on the Vanderbilt ownership and the mission 
of the not-for-profit Vanderbilt Garden Association to rehabilitate and maintain the plants, 
shrubs, trees, and statuary in the gardens as they were in the 1930’s just prior to Mr. 
Vanderbilt’s death. They will also provide information about three major projects the gardens are 
currently undergoing: the renovation of the Cherry Walk, the replanting of the Rose Garden 
terraces, and the rehabilitation of the Rose Garden fountain. Visitors can also visit the 1875 
Toolhouse to look at photographs of the gardens taken during and since the Vanderbilt era. For 
further information, e-mail info@vanderbiltgarden.org or visit our website at 
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org or call 845-229-6432. 
 
Wednesday, June 22, at 6:00 pm, Millbrook Free Library, 3 Friendly Lane, Millbrook, NY “12 
Easy Herbs" by Master Gardener volunteer Chris Ferrero. For more information visit 
http://millbrooklibrary.org 

Wednesday, June 22 at 7:00 pm, Rhinebeck  Garden Club Monthly Meeting at the Morton 
Library, Morton Hall in Rhinecliff, with Ruth Tourjee, Master Gardener, who will talk about 
"Composting from an Experienced Composter”.  She describes her process as biodynamic; 
she uses no chemicals or machinery. Refreshments served. Perspective new members 
welcome. Call Steven Mann for more info at 876-6892.   

Saturday, July 9, 10:00 am, Stanfordville Free Library, 14 Creamery Road, Stanfordville, NY, 
“Home Composing’ by MG volunteers Linda LoGiurato and Kathy Smith. For more information 
visit www.stanfordlibrary.org 

 

SUBMIT UPCOMING EVENTS 
Would you like to submit information on an upcoming gardening event to be shared in this 
newsletter?  Please send an email to Nancy Halas at nh26@cornell.edu or Joyce Tomaselli 
jdt225@cornell.edu by the 25th of each month to be included in the next month’s newsletter.  
Please include the date, time, location, a short description, cost and contact information for  
more details.   
 
 
 
 

file://///CCEDCSVR/H/DataJdT/Documents/Dutchess%20Dirt/2015%20Dutchess%20Dirt/www.stanfordlibrary.org
http://www.beaconlibrary.org/
mailto:info@vanderbiltgarden.org
http://www.vanderbiltgarden.org/
http://millbrooklibrary.org/
x-apple-data-detectors://0/
file://///CCEDCSVR/H/DataJdT/Documents/Dutchess%20Dirt/2015%20Dutchess%20Dirt/www.stanfordlibrary.org
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
mailto:jdt225@cornell.edu
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MONTHLY ID QUIZ 
 

                          
These are the larvae of Boxwood 
Leafminer.  

This shrub is blooming now in the front of our 
building. Do you know what it is?    

 
 

Need Soil pH Testing? Need Lawn or Plant Diagnosis? 
Have any gardening questions? 

 
The Horticulture Hotline, (845) 677-5067 is now open for the season on each Wednesday 
morning 9am to noon. Questions can also be submitted through our website at 
www.CCEDutchess.org/gardening   
 
Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted any day 8:30 am to 4:00 pm. There is a 
$15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab website for reliable resources and 
information on our services. Samples for identification or diagnosis can be submitted all year 
long.  There is a $15 fee for samples. Visit our Horticulture Diagnostic Lab page for more 
resources and information on our services. 
 
HELP SPREAD THE DIRT! Please forward a copy to anyone you think might be interested. To 
be added or removed from our e-mail list, or submit upcoming gardening events, contact Nancy 
Halas at nh26@cornell.edu, www.ccedutchess.org.  

 
 
Websites mentioned in Dutchess Dirt are provided as a courtesy to our readers. Mention of these websites does not imply 
endorsement by Cornell University, Cornell Cooperative Extension or by the author.  

  

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and 
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities. 

The programs provided by this agency are partially funded by monies received from the County of Dutchess. 

http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening
http://www.ccedutchess.org/gardening/community-horticulture/horticulture-diagnostic-lab-hotline.php
http://ccedutchess.org/gardening/horticulture-diagnostic-lab
mailto:nh26@cornell.edu
http://www.ccedutchess.org/

