
Congratulations!  

Sundaes on the Farm a Great Success! 

 
Rick LeVitre, 

Executive Director, 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Franklin County 
 

Great big CONGRATULATIONS to the CCE Franklin staff & regional CCE specialists, under leadership of 

Steve McDonald; to the Bilow Family and their fantastic employees; and to the agribusinesses and 

organizations that all made the 2nd annual "Sundaes on the Farm" a colossal success. Hundreds of people 

braved the rain and wind and colder than normal June weather to attend the event. The participants 

saw and learned about modern dairy farming from the guided tour. Great job! 

 

The Bilow family and 

their amazing employees 

did a great job of 

preparing for the day. 

They worked with 

agribusinesses who set 

up educational stations 

and brought in tractors 

and wagons for 

attendees to ride on for 

the tour. All along the 

route there were stops 

where Bilow family members, employees, CCE staff and agbiz specialists explained cow comfort, 

feeding, calving/maternity, calf raising, crop management and, of course, milking.  

 

A large tent beside the milking parlor had county Farm Bureau members with their exhibit and the 

Franklin County Dairy Princess and ambassadors dishing out ice cream sundaes for all. It may have been 

cold, but the children who attended certainly didn’t want to miss out on the ice cream! 

 



June is Dairy Month.  An important month for 

the North Country of New York because dairy 

is so very important to all of us here. Dairy is 

King, or should I say Queen, of agriculture here 

in Franklin County. The dairy industry ranks 

right up there with tourism as one of the 

largest economic drivers in the county. And 

although the numbers of dairy farms have 

decreased over the past decade, the number 

of cows on the remaining farms continues to 

increase as does the pounds of milk produced. 

 

It is not new information, but I will repeat it 

here again- the dairy farm businesses are 

crucial to our economy. The farms employ a lot 

of people across the county. And they support 

so many businesses including the farm stores; 

grain/feed companies; veterinarians; car/truck 

dealers; farm tractor and implement dealers; 

hardware, plumbing, electrical and construction businesses; crop, nutrition, and business management 

consultants. Dairy farms pay a lot of the rural landscape taxes. The milk from the farms goes to dairy 

processing plants that employ hundreds of individuals. The list goes on. And, all the other farms out 

there that are growing in numbers, the crop and vegetable growers, the beef and sheep and other 

livestock producers, they all benefit from these agribusinesses as well. 

 

So Kudos to CCE Franklin staff and the Bilow Family for all their hard work to “educate” the people who 

attended about dairy farming! 



 


