
2012 MANAGEMENT EFFORTS  

Background 

External aquatic plant experts were consulted over the winter preceding the 2012 growing season to develop a 

treatment plan. The experts represented researchers and resource managers from across the country with 

extensive knowledge on hydrilla. Two of the larger aquatic herbicide companies were also invited to submit 

proposals and information for consideration. Local input regarding site conditions (flow, temperatures, light, 

water quality, etc.) was distributed to assist in plan development. A dual herbicide approach was the final 

recommendation.   

 

Herbicide Treatments 

Herbicides were applied to approximately 166 

acres of the Inlet. Aquathol-K was applied on 

June 26th. The application date was 

determined by emergence of hydrilla shoots. 

Sonar Genesis (liquid) and Sonar One (pellet) 

application began on July 12th. The dual 

herbicide application provided treatment 

across asynchronous hydrilla tuber growth 

patterns. Using two different chemicals also 

reduced the likelihood of the hydrilla plants 

developing chemical resistance. The Sonar 

liquid formulation was applied in staged drip 

applications to maintain steady fluridone 

exposure of 3-5 parts per billion (ppb) 

throughout the infestation zone, while 

minimizing dosage and transport to 

uninfected areas, including the south end of 

Cayuga Lake.  

 

Sonar pellet formulations were applied to 

areas within the infestation zone where 

sufficient liquid Sonar contact could not be 

assured, included shallow and backwater 

areas and within the Allan H. Treman State 

Park marina. Chemical concentration 

monitoring determined the timing for bump 

treatments of Sonar pellets. A total of four (4) Sonar One treatments occurred. The areas that were treated 

multiple times included the Allan H. Treman Marina, the upper portion of the Inlet and "donut" area, the flood 

relief channel behind Wegmans, and downstream portions of Cascadilla Creek. Figure 2 shows the 2012 

fluridone pellet treatment areas.  

 

There were some regulatory concerns regarding the use of the chemicals- the use of fluridone pellets in shallow 

water, potential swimming restrictions associated with continuous fluridone drip treatments- that the Hydrilla 

Task Force addressed with NYSDEC. The resolution of these issues included the issuance of an emergency rule 

allowing shallow water fluridone pellets due to rapid breakdown of the pellets and lack of public access to the 

treatment zone, local determinations about the lack of any swimming within the treatment area, and state DOH 

clarification of the differences between water contact and swimming.    

 

Water quality monitoring was conducted both pre- and post-herbicide treatment. Monitoring during herbicide 

treatment determined chemical concentrations within the treatment area. The Task Force, Allied Biological, and 

SePRO used this data and to ensure proper chemical concentrations and to alter dosing as needed. Post-

Figure 1: Map of Cayuga Inlet Treatment Areas in 2012 

(Aquathol-K and Sonar). 
 



treatment monitoring was used to determine 

spread of the chemical outside the treatment 

area, degradation of the chemical, and 

compliance with public notification 

requirements. Minimal movement of any of 

the chemicals outside of the treatment area 

was observed.   

 

Detailed water quality monitoring 

information and the annual Plant 

Community and Tuber Monitoring Reports 

(produced by Racine-Johnson Aquatic 

Ecologists) are posted at StopHydrilla.org. 

 

Prevention and Outreach 

Contingency plans and funding were in place 

for the use of benthic mats at boat docks if 

accelerated plant growth in the spring 

resulted in the potential to spread hydrilla. 

Inlet users were told to anticipate the 

possibility of a closure that could last up to 4 

days to give the chemical applicators ample 

time in case of equipment failure, weather 

delays or other unexpected events. In the 

end, treatment of the Inlet began shortly after 

plant emergence, eliminating the need for 

extended Inlet closure or disruption of 

boating activities. 

 

 

Public Outreach (Continuous): Initial efforts were continued and expanded upon in 2012.  

 Cornell Cooperative Extension of Tompkins County (CCE): Led education/outreach efforts. This 

included maintenance of the StopHydrilla.org website, leading public outreach meetings, and serving 

as the point of contact for public questions. CCE also worked with two Cornell University 

Communications classes to develop an Outreach and Communication Plan. 

 Cayuga Lake Watershed Network (CLWN): The CLWN expanded the number of public 

workshops around Cayuga Lake in 2012. Three 3-hour training events for the public and 

professionals were held in May, reaching well over 100 people. The CLWN Steward also gave six 

presentations reaching another 100 people directly. Most attendees of the training events were 

community members from Tompkins County municipalities, including Caroline, Dryden, Ithaca, 

Ulysses, and Lansing; Cayuga County municipalities, including Union Springs, Aurora, and Auburn; 

and in Seneca County, Fayette and Seneca Falls. CLWN also worked directly with the Cayuga 

Lake’s West Shore Homeowners Association, which has several hundred members. Several 

members from this organization attended the training events as well. As in 2011, the CLWN 

conducted additional publicity, outreach and education work as needed, in cooperation with the Task 

Force and Tompkins County CCE. The CLWN also took the lead in coordinating volunteers to staff 

an information booth at the Ithaca Farmer’s Market every weekend from June through October. 

 Floating Classroom (FC): Cruises were offered to the public to assist in plant monitoring in the 

lake. The FC also printed and distributed educational materials to the public. The FC and other 

volunteers created a float for the Ithaca Festival Parade depicting the eradication effort and the 

importance of clean boating practices.    

Figure 2: Map of Sonar One (pellet)  

Treatment Areas in 2012. 
 



 Other: Funding for the Finger Lakes Institute Watercraft Steward Program was awarded through the 

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative from the US Fish and Wildlife Service, and was coordinated by 

the NY Department of Environmental Conservation, Cayuga County, and the Finger Lakes-Lake 

Ontario Watershed Protection Alliance to provide Boat Launch Stewards on the seven easternmost 

Finger Lakes. NYSDEC, NYS Parks, and various municipalities authorized this Steward program at 

the launches under their authority. One Steward was stationed at Allan Treman Marina (Ithaca, NY) 

throughout the height of the boating season. Stewards provided guidance to boaters on clean boating 

practices. By season end, the Stewards were noticing a clear change in behavior of regular boaters 

who now sought out stewards before and after boating for assistance in checking for invasives. As in 

2011, the HTF sponsored public education through plant identification and training workshops, in 

cooperation with CCE, CLWN and FC. The HTF also continued to give interviews (print, radio and 

TV), prepared press releases, responded to individual stakeholders concerns and prepared both 

position statements for regulatory/agency staff and articles for news outlets. The crews conducting 
mechanical harvesting in both Seneca and Cayuga counties in the northern part of Cayuga Lake attended 

ID workshops. They have committed to ceasing their operations to limit spread of hydrilla if it is found 

during a harvesting run. 

 

Description of Public Involvement in 2012  

Providing public access to the eradication effort remains a priority for the Hydrilla Task Force. Public support 

for the eradication effort is high. Public awareness of the danger posed by hydrilla translated into support for 

local legislation in Tompkins and Schuyler counties on clean boating practices, a positive response to boat 

stewards at launches and at least one home owners association began their own training workshops enlisting 

volunteer plant ‘spotters’.   

 

Public access was provided in the same manner as 2011, with the addition of ‘Hydrilla Happy Hours’ in 2012– 

informal presentations made by various HTF members at local restaurants/bars on the Inlet. Project efforts 

remained successful, but were taxing on HTF members. The Outreach Committee reviewed 2011-2012 efforts 

to determine if there were opportunities for increased efficiency. The Outreach Committee also used the newly 

developed Communication Plan to guide future efforts. 
 


