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Northeast Hops News is brought to you 

each month by Steve Miller, Hops Special-

ist and Sarah Ficken, Hops Program Assis-

tant, Madison County Cooperative          

Extension. Steve researches, writes, and 

finds articles that would be useful and  in-

teresting to the hops community. If you 

have questions regarding content or would 

like to contribute to this newsletter, please 

contact Sarah Ficken at sjs299@cornell.edu 
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grants from USDA Ag Markets, Specialty 

Crop Research Initiative, and the NY Farm     

Viability Institute.  
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Over the last couple of years we had a grant to scout a sampling of hop farms for pests and to de-

velop some scouting protocols for growers who want to do their own scouting.  As may you know 

Jason Townsend did the scouting in 2014 and 2015  and we published his reports of what he found. 

We have these on our website at http://madisoncountycce.org/agriculture/hops-program/hops-scout

-report 

This was a grant project that is coming to an end and we will have more educational materials to 

share with you before the end of the year.  In the mean time you can look at previous reports and if 

you obtain a copy of the Cornell Guidelines for Growing Hops you will find scouting procedures 

in there for each pest as well as materials and cultural practices that will help manage these pests.  

Here is a brief outline of what to look for  in this growing season.  We have seen Downy Mildew 

and Powdery Mildew as well as Hop Aphid. You should also be looking for 2 spotted spider mites. 
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Together these are signs of systemic infection which may require removal of plants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be aware of fall webworm caterpillars which will occasionally form tents in hops foliage.  If detected, these should be immediately 

removed from the yard.  Other Lepidoptera larvae also appear in late summer, particularly hop merchant.  However, these rarely 

cause substantial damage. 

Harvest 

Be aware that two spotted spider mites and hops aphids are often most intense at or around harvest.  Be ready to monitor for these as 

you are harvesting.  Hops aphids in particular can continue to damage hops post-harvest if processing operations are not timely 

and efficient  

Before harvest, make a summary of the pests and diseases experienced during the season:  timing, severity, control measures.  Com-

paring this with harvest records over the years can be a useful way to determine the effectiveness of your control measures. 

What's Hoppening: Musings from the UVM Hopyard! 

Important Hop BULL-etin 
Things are now in full swing at our hop yard at the Borderview Research Farm! 

Last week, we sprayed Avenger, an organic herbicide (OMRI listed), to set back the weeds in preparation for 

mulch application. We will go back through and hand weed up close to the plants before applying the mulch near 

the end of the month. 

This week, our big project is stringing the hopyard! Our planting density 

is between 622 and 872 plants per acre, and we tie 2 strings per plant. 

Our density is on the lower side because of the experimental layout for 

our hop research. Commercial yards are often closer to 1,000 plants per 

acre. 

In preparation for training, we have an important BULL-etin for you: have you ever noticed that 

the first, most aggressive shoots that come up from your plants are different from the rest? These 

are called “bull shoots,” and are generally the first shoots to emerge. They tend to be stiffer, 

more brittle and more hollow than the bendy, softer regular shoots, and can sometimes be more 

purple in color. Bull shoots produce fewer sidearms than regular shoots and, therefore, yield 

fewer cones! Therefore, we recommend that you remove them by cutting them or yanking them 

out – they should yank out pretty easily. Removing the bull shoots will allow your hop plants to 

focus their energy on the secondary shoots, which have more frequent (close together) leaf nodes 

and therefore will produce more sidearms and more cones. 

 

Bull shoots grow above the rest; don’t 
train the bull shoots, remove them. 

Stringing our hop 
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Gearpatrol.com 

http://hiconsumption.com/ 

NYSERDA launched the Agriculture Energy Audit Program in March 2016. The Program offers farms and on-

farm producers no-cost energy audits that provide recommendations for energy efficiency measures. Energy au-

dits are important tools to help farmers make the best decisions for their operations and to help them become eco-

nomically and environmentally sustainable. 

 

In addition to providing energy audits, the Program also provides assistance identifying and obtaining funding 

for implementation of the measures identified through the energy audit. NYSERDA’s program implementer, En-

Save, will offer guidance to determine the appropriate measures to install and programs available to assist with 

the implementation of those measures.  

 

Funding for audits is available on a first-come, first-served basis. Call 800-732-1399 or email 

aeep@nyserda.ny.gov to discuss program options and obtain an application. Agriculture Energy Audit Program 

2016 Cornell Integrated Hops Production Guide Now Available 
 

The Pesticide Management Education Program (PMEP) at Cornell University is pleased to announce the availabil-

ity of the 2016 Cornell Integrated Hops Production Guide.  

 

Written by Cornell University specialists, this publication is designed to offer beginning and veteran hops produc-

ers practical information on growing and managing hops. Topics covered include site selection, nutrient manage-

ment, use of cover crops, selecting varieties, and managing 

common hopyard pests. Also included is information on 

selecting, operating, and maintaining pesticide spray equip-

ment. As an added feature, the book sports UV-resistant 

laminated covers and a spiral binding to add to its durability 

and practicality. 

 

Highlighted changes in the 2016 Hops Guide include: 

 Significantly expanded site selection guidelines. 

 New hops IPM scouting protocols. 

 Addition of fusarium canker as a disease of concern. 

 

The Cornell Guidelines are available as a print copy, online

-only access, or a package that combines print and online 

access. The print edition of the 2016 Hops Guide costs $28 

plus shipping. Online-only access is $28. A combination of 

a print copy and online access costs $39.00 plus shipping 

costs for the printed book. 

 

Cornell Guidelines can be obtained through your local Cor-

nell Cooperative Extension office or from the Cornell Store 

at Cornell University. To order from the Cornell Store, call 

(844) 688-7620 or order online at http://store.cornell.edu/c-

875-pmep-guidelines.aspx. 

mailto:aeep@nyserda.ny.gov
http://www.nyserda.ny.gov/All-Programs/Programs/Agriculture-Energy-Audit
http://store.cornell.edu/c-875-pmep-guidelines.aspx.
http://store.cornell.edu/c-875-pmep-guidelines.aspx.
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HOP GROWERS NEEDED FOR SOURCE NY  TRIAL 

Carey Institute launches online marketing platform in 

beta (trial phase) this summer 
 

The Carey Institute for Global Good is pleased to announce that Source NY will be launching in its beta form this summer. Hop growers 

interested in participating in the trial can sign up at www.source-ny.org.  

Source NY is an online platform to connect farmers, craft beverage producers, and other industry service providers across New York 

State.  It will provide users with a customized supply chain mapping and business-to-business marketing tool to facilitate farmer-craft 

beverage producer connectivity, making it easier for craft beverage producers and farmers to communicate, market, buy, and sell New 

York products.  

The idea for Source NY began alongside the implementation of the farm brewery and farm distillery laws in New York State. The in-

centives created by this legislation spurred interest and increased demand for locally-sourced ingredients almost overnight, but, there 

was no go-to source for the growing number of brewers and distillers to make connections to hops and grain producers.  

The industry has grown spectacularly – Governor Cuomo announced earlier this year that over 100 farm breweries and 75 farm distiller-

ies are now open in the state. These businesses precipitate the opening of new acreage and expansion of farming operations in the state – 

and Source NY is an important asset for these burgeoning operations to bring their product to market.  

In addition to providing a simple tool for building industry links, the Source NY platform opens up a new avenue for product marketing, 

allowing both farmers and craft beverage makers to actively demonstrate the home-grown nature of their products and the unique char-

acter of a truly local good. This ingredient-centric emphasis can help New York’s craft beverage producers to pave the way for a new 

focus on flavor – one that is completely our own. 

The farm brewery and farm distillery licenses grew out of a desire to grow New York’s agriculture sector. Businesses operating with a 

commitment to using locally-sourced ingredients have a vested interest in growing the capacity of the farmers and providers with which 

they conduct business. Source NY aims to ensure both of these goals are met and exceeded. We invite all stakeholders in the state’s craft 

beverage industry, and the farmers who supply it, to join Source NY today. Signing up is easy and free at source-ny.org. 

Source NY is made possible by a strategic partnership between the Carey Institute for Global Good and Sourcemap, with funding from 

the United States Department of Agriculture and Empire State Development. For more information, contact Greg Back at 

gback@careyinstitute.org.  

http://www.source-ny.org
http://source-ny.org
mailto:gback@careyinstitute.org
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Classifieds: 
Are you a grower looking to sell a piece of hops equipment? Do you provide harvesting or processing services 

to other growers? Are you looking for  equipment or services? Is there a unique opportunity on your farm that 

you would like to share? If so, send in your information to Sarah (sjs299@cornell.edu) for inclusion in next 

month’s newsletter. 

 

For Sale 

 

We have a complete hop-to-pellet processing line available due to owner's age and illness. My name is Ulf 

Nordin in Swampscott MA; a "behind-the-garage" hop grower and hop/beer enthusiast! It includes a complete 

lab, Hammermill/Pelletizer combo, custom made dryer system, custom cooler system, vacuum/gas bag sealer, 

some ~500 barrier bags (foil laminate material for O₂ and UV barrier) and ancillary equipment such as con-

veyors, boxes and lifts. It includes assistance in assembling/set-up of the system, how to run it, take care of the 

hops and operate the lab. System in excellent working order.  

If any interest please email us at ulfkdn@gmail.com or call/message at 781-589-3301 

 

Services 
HOPS HARVESTING: How are you harvesting your  hops this season? It' s never  to ear ly to star t think-

ing about how you're going to process your hops. The Bineyard provides full-cycle services for hop farmers 

including harvesting, drying and even pelletizing. Contact us at hops@thebineyard.com or visit our website 

www.thebineyard.com to learn more.  

 

Need help setting your hops poles?  Let The Brut Claw Grabber  set them safely, effor tlessly, and fast-

er.  The Brut Claw Grabber quickly attaches to your skid steer machine.  With its offset claw design it lifts 

curls and places hops poles into the footing holes.  Check out this amazing must have tool 

at www.thebrutpostgrabber.com.  At $2995 you will agree it’s a cost effective answer to working smarter not 

harder!  Call or email for discounts on multiple units.   Scott 208-964-6666 

 

 

Facility Design: As the spr ing weather  settles in, you may be star ting to think about how you are going 

to expand your operations.  But, before you start digging for a foundation or buying equipment, make sure you 

have every aspect in order with a strong plan.  While in your startup phase, now is the time to create a vision 

and plan for your facility.  Define your costs, lay out your building, develop a strong growth plan – and see 

your vision become closer to reality. Contact Edge Architecture and ask how we can help plan your vision for 

your future. (585) 461-3580 | edge-architecture.com  

Do you provide harvesting or processing services to growers? Would you like 

your services included in our newsletter?  

 

We will be putting together a list of harvesters and processers to be included 

in the July, August, and September newsletters. If you would like to have 

your services included in this list, please send an email to Sarah 

(sjs299@cornell.edu) with your company name, contact person’s name, e-

mail address, phone number, county, and services offered.  

mailto:ulfkdn@gmail.com
mailto:hops@thebineyard.com
http://www.thebineyard.com
http://www.thebrutpostgrabber.com/
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Upcoming Events 
 

June 11, 2016 @ 9:00 am 

2016 Hops Production in the Lake Erie Region Conference 
Portland, New York 
Topics will include choosing the right plants, site selection, trellis layout, and nutrition. Also covered will be how to 

work with a brewery to give them the hops they are looking for, and in what form. There will be opportunities to in-

teract with speakers in the CLEREL hopyards.  

 

July 28, 2016 @ 9:00 am 

Summer Tips, Pest Issues, Producer Panel, and More  
Paul Smith’s College 
Ted Coughlin, a native son of Malone, and owner of a craft brewery in North Carolina will be on hand to host the 

event. Dr. Heather Darby of the University of Vermont Extension will be on hand to discuss summer pest problems, 

growth towards harvesting, and more. We will have a panel of growers to discuss issues being faced in the hop yard 

and lead in a roundtable of future education needs. The evening will wind up with a beer pairing dinner created by 

PSC Culinary Department along with beer donated by Coughlin’s Iron Clad Brewery.  

Register at  https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_landing.cfm?event=Hops_July28_216 

Mission 

The Cornell Cooperative educational 

system enables people to improve their 

lives and communities through partner-

ships that put experience and research 

knowledge to work 

Northeast Hop Alliance 

Madison County, New York 

1000 Eaton Street 

Morrisville, NY 13408 

(315)684-3001 ext 127 

Steve Miller, NYS Hops Educator — Newsletter Editor 

Sarah Ficken, Hops Program Assistant — Newsletter Production and Design 

 

Renew your NeHA Membership today! 

Membership is $40 per farm 

Visit www.northeasthopalliance.org  

for more information or to download our membership form  

https://pub.cce.cornell.edu/event_registration/main/events_landing.cfm?event=Hops_July28_216

