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Prior to the hustle and bustle, giggles and smiles at the 2016 4H Horse Camp held at Franklin County 
Fairgrounds, many meetings were held with youth and their families planning everything from what 
educational classes would be held to what family style meals would be prepared. On the Saturday 
before Horse Camp, 4H families arrive at the fair grounds to clean and prepare the kitchen, 4H building, 
and horse barns working together excited, knowing that another camp weekend packed with horses, 
learning, and making new friends was just a week away.  
 
With the support of Cornell Cooperative Extension Franklin County 4H, the New York Agricultural and 
Horse Breeders Development Fund, the extended family of local businesses, and the support of the local 
harness racing families, 4H Horse Camp was able to provide another great opportunity to Franklin, 
Clinton and Essex County 4H families to come together, learn and make new life-long friends. 
 
4H Horse Camp starts on a Friday afternoon with the arrival of horse trailers, campers and excited 4H 
members with their equines of all sizes. Friday evening, a home cooked spaghetti dinner followed by a 
kick ball game with parents and youth in the indoor arena ends the day. Very early Saturday morning, 
after youth feed and care for their horses, while a huge sit down, family style breakfast awaits 4H’ers 
prepared by volunteer chefs Ron St. Hilaire and Paul Gratton. Kitchen helpers are never at a shortage 
and much laughter can be heard while a total of 6 home style meals are prepared for over 100 people.  
 
On Saturday, classes begin at 9:00 am and include: Western and English Horsemanship, Intro to Riding 
Hunters and Jumpers, Showmanship, Equine Massage Therapy, Horse Hoof Care and Shoeing, 
Grooming, Banding, Braiding and Clipping, Training Miniature Horses, Bones-Painting the Skeleton on a 
Live Horse, and Trail Class. Instructors included: Melanie Douglas from Northview Quarter Horses, 
Chateaugay, NY, Kenn Knowlton, Knowlton Performance Horses, Lisbon, NY, Ann Bragg, trainer and 
instructor, Lisbon, NY, Kate Donis, DVM, Iron Valley Equine Center, Ausable, NY, Michaela Quinn, 
Morrisville College graduate in Equine Studies, Sara Flint, Malone, NY, Jenny Mott, Saranac Lake, NY, 
Rick Banker, CJF, Paul Smiths, NY, and Karen Smith, Smith Racing Stables, Malone, NY.  
 
 
 
Sunday morning was packed with more instruction for horses and riders. At 1:00 pm, the Standardbred 
harness race horses lined up for the Second Annual 4H Training Race. Karen Smith both announced the 
race and told all families present about the harness horses in the 2 races, how to become a driver, the 
differences between trotters and pacers, how horses qualify to race, equipment used, and the 
difference between a race “bike” and a jog cart. Race drivers included: Kim Barcomb driving DWS 
Folsom Blues, 17 year- old, Josh Miller from Massena driving Fox Valley Valkari owned by Brooke Russell, 
and Barb Hudson driving Towners April. Wayne Ashley drove a young stallion to demonstrate how 
harness race horses are exercised in a jog cart.  Winners of each race were presented with a blue horse 
blanket called a “cooler” by 4H youth.  Winner of the first race was Josh Miller and Barb Hudson was the 
winner of the second race. Drivers and their families served a luncheon after the races. 
 



Several of the families present were multi-generational Horse Camp attendees. 4H Horse Camp has 
been a 35- year tradition with Franklin County. 
 
Contact Cornell Cooperative Extension, 518-483-7403 for information about how to become involved 

with 4H youth programs. Or visit CCE on the web: http://franklin.cce.cornell.edu/ 
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Photo caption 
Josh Miller winner 4H Training Race 2016 
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