
Evans Mills Primary School has been chosen to have visitors from the DoDEA Grant, Indian River, Carthage, and 
Watertown School Districts to observe one of the afterschool programs. This visit will be on June 7, 2016. The visit is to 
see the science impact on our students and how families engage with their children and schools.  
 
Evans Mills is having three afterschool programs from Monday through Wednesday. During the afterschool programs, 
we use the 4-H curriculum and Project Learning Tree as well. They will be making paper and hover craft from recycled 
materials. They will learn about bridges and how the different bridges work by making them with Popsicle sticks. They 
will also compare the bridges’ strengths.  
 
The CCE Home School Liaison will be educating children during summer school. We will be using the 4-H curriculum to 
support the Science Coaches with their science classes. We are giving the support to students from K-6. The summer 
school will be at Calcium Primary this year from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. starting on July 5. 
 
During the summer we will be providing home school visits to Indian River School students to maintain the 
communication between the schools and families and also to continue the children’s learning during the summer 
vacation. Families and students will be referred by the teachers. During the home visits we will be doing STEM activities 
where all family members will be interacting. The STEM activities depend on the family needs using the 4-H curriculum 
as well. I plan to do six visits per family. 

 
During the past afterschool program the students from first, 
second and third grade had a Lego We Do challenge. Children had 
to build a simple machine and programmed it with the Lego 
WeDo program. They chose to do a catapult. 
 
The catapult did not work as they were expecting. The following 
week the children met and tried to figure out the problem. They 
changed parts and noticed the arms were too heavy and long. So 
they re-designed the catapult. This time the catapult worked! 

By Julia Milagros Nieves Soto, 4-H Educator 

Sandy Guyman’s kindergarten and first grade students 
made wooden, toy cars. The idea for this project was 
inspired by a trip Educators Rudy Salisbury and Louie 

Cook made to the Northeastern Woodworker’s Showcase in Saratoga 
Springs, NY. There were a number of projects at the show that were 
perfect for our young woodworker’s from LEAP to create and 
assemble! The goal of this project for such young students is to 
introduce them to using very basic tools and developing a sense of 
accomplishment. This also allowed the students to explore some of 
their own artistic abilities. This is a basic way of introducing these 

By Louis Cook, 4-H Educator 

 

 



young students to STEM activities by showing them that completing a 
project with tools can be fun. 
 
The main car bodies were cut by educators in our school woodshop, 
and the students took over when it was time to sand the bodies down. 
Mrs. Guyman and Mr. Cook instructed the students on how to sand 
their cars. Then it was time to paint! The students choose their own 
colors, and did the painting themselves.  
 
Last but not least, the axles and wheels were installed, making them 
fully functional toy cars! The students then had a blast showing off 

their cars, and even racing them (once the paint dried of course), and were very excited to show their hard work to 
their parents.  

Fort Drum Parks and Recreation 
educated the students on animals 

that live in the wild in the  
North Country.  

This student peddled his way to 
making a smoothie and learned how 

much energy is required to make 
that smoothie for his classmates.   

NYSERDA educator lit 
up this student’s shoes 
and informed students 

about ways to be 
energy efficient. 

The Lyme 4-H Extended School Day Program is gearing up for their last round of clubs. The students 
will be choosing from the following club themes:   

 
 
 
 
 
                                           
June 16, 2016, is the last day of program for the 2015/2016 school year. A fun family picnic is scheduled from 4:00-
6:00 p.m.  4-H Educator Cathy Chrisman will be offering “Yoga for Kids,” SNAP Nutrition Educator Maureen Larkins is 
offering “What is in the beverages we consume?” and Extended School Day Educators will be doing interactive games.  
 
A family trip is planned to Howes Cavern on June 27, 2016. Participates will experience a tour into the limestone caves 
and have the choice of zip lining, rock climbing, rope course, or gemstone mining. 
 

April Monthly Family Event was Celebrating the Earth. 

By Karen Greene, 4-H Educator 

K-4 Grade Choices 
 Science of Us- activities and games that demonstrate the 

effect of science on the body 
 Let’s get outside and enjoy some nature 

5-8 Grade Choices 
 Chess 
 Paper Mache Projects 

 



In January, the Wiley Bridges Afterschool Program began developing a Makerspace in an old, 
unused classroom at H.T. Wiley Intermediate School. Within the next few months, the space had 
developed into a fun learning environment where youth can gain access to cutting-edge 

technology and education. Students that participate in makerspace programming have access to the following 
equipment: 

 Epilog Zing16 Laser Engraver & Cutter 
 Afinia H800 3D Printer 
 Rocker Excelsior Mini-Lathe 
 Bur-Lane Keychain Punch 
 WEN Drill Press 
 Standard tools such as wrenches, hammers, screwdrivers 

 
Makerspace projects challenge youth to think like engineers, innovators, and entrepreneurs as they draw plans, design 
prototypes, and create a final product. Students are encouraged to test new ideas, explore the possibilities, and 
understand the importance of making revisions on their designs. All makerspace classes come with safety training and 
require students to respect the equipment that they use.  
 
Makerspace projects have included designing custom keychains, cutting and engraving Mother’s Day boxes with the 
laser engraver, and making LED signs.  

By Mitch McCormick, 4-H Afterschool Program Coordinator 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County, 

4-H Camp Wabasso, and  

 Jefferson County, NY 4H  

 


