
Teens are in a potentially unique position of influence in society. Research shows us that youth learn well from teens as 
demonstrated by the teens as teachers model. This model utilizes teens as leaders in youth afterschool programs with 
positive results. The youth in the programs develop positive relationships with the teens and the teens get very 
engaged and really become passionate about the topic they are helping to facilitate.  
 
Recognizing that teens are a valuable resource and have much to contribute to the overall success of the community, 
the Fort Drum Garrison Council is recruiting teens from the greater Fort Drum community. It is the goal of the Youth 
Center to create a council that represents all the teens in the community both on and off the installation. 
 
The Teen Council provides an opportunity for young people on or near Fort Drum to express their views and needs 
while contributing to the development and execution of teen programming and activities at the Youth Center. This teen 
council will also be the go-to teens when the youth center is looking for feedback on equipment purchases and center 
rules and regulations. Twice a year the Council will brief the Garrison Commander and other community leaders on 
issues that impact their quality of life as teen residents of the community. Other eligibility requirements include: 

 13-18 years old  
 Registered with Youth Services 
 Will be active participants in meetings    
 Will demonstrate and role model good character and behavior at all times 

 
Participation in the Garrison Teen Council will strengthen leadership skills, strengthen adult-youth partnerships, 
improve belonging, and develop independence, mastery, and generosity as the youth define and implement the goals 
of the youth they represent. 4-H programming has been preparing them for these leadership roles. Participating in the 
Teen Council will reinforce and engage the teens with real life experience as they impact their personal center, 
community, country, and world. To obtain an application for the teen council or for more information please contact 
Cathy Chrisman, 4-H Military Partnership representative, at 315-788-8450, ext. 321, or the Youth Center staff at 315-
772-6719. 
 
Many other programs are being offered at the youth center during the summer hiatus from school.  Some worth taking 
a look at are:   

 R2@ Teens Club: R2 Ready and Resilient Teens program for youth in 
the 7th-12th grade meets on the last Thursday of every month. Each 
session will include fun and interactive activities to help teens strengthen 
resilience and build optimism. Upcoming meeting dates are 26 May, 28 
July, 11 August, 29 September, 27 October, and 22 November at the Fort 
Drum Youth Center. To RSVP or for more information contact the 
Comprehensive Soldier and Family Center at 315-772-2321. 

 Beginner Robotics: This program cycle will run from 27 June-08 August 
at 1630 on Monday afternoons.  The program utilizes software-based 
training to teach members to think and process in a linear cause and 
effect manner. The motivational effects of robotics teaches STEM 
concepts while learning to build, program, and trouble shoot their units. 
The next robotics challenge will be held 18 June from 4-7 pm at the 
Youth Center.   

By Cathy Chrisman, 4-H Educator 

Student at Fort Drum testing the robot’s 
ability to “see” and follow color. 

 

 

 

 



The Fine Arts programs are also busying themselves by preparing their project for entry in the Jefferson County Fair, 
which runs from 12 July-17 July. Projects entered at the local level that achieve a 1st place ribbon go on to the State Fair 
in Syracuse, NY. Judging at the county level usually takes place on the Sunday preceding fair week. Youth are 
encouraged to attend judging and to be a part of the evaluation process. Participating in this manner improves mastery 
of the skill that the project represents as well as helps participants practice public presentation and communication 
skills. For more information about entering projects for judging talk to the program director at the Youth Center or call 
CCE of Jefferson County at 788-8450 and talk to Karen Soule,  4-H Educator. 
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Contact us for more information at 315-788-8450  

or jefferson@cornell.edu. 
 

Visit our website at www.ccejefferson.org. 
 

Find us on Facebook at: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Jefferson County, 

4-H Camp Wabasso, and  

 Jefferson County, NY 4H  


