
Becoming a  
Master Gardener 
Volunteer:  

Your Guide to the Program 
and the Process in Putnam 
County 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of 

Putnam County 

1 Geneva Road,  

Brewster, NY 10509 

Phone: 845-278-6738 

Fax: 845-278-6738 

Website: putnam.cce.cornell.edu 

Interested?  

The process is simple. 
 

 If you are over 18, complete the 

application and interest survey.   

       Send both to: 

 Cornell Cooperative Extension

 Attn: Kate Everitt 

 1 Geneva Road 

 Brewster, NY 10509 

 Application due August 1, 2016 

 Interviews will be held starting June 

and continue through August.  

 Two references and a criminal 

background check is required of all 

candidates.  

 Preference is given to Putnam County 

residents. 

 We will send you a letter notifying you 

of your acceptance into the program.   

 Once you’ve received your acceptance 

letter, please send your agreement 

forms and your check for $375.00 to: 

 Cornell Cooperative Extension 

 Attn: Kate Everitt 

 1 Geneva Road 

 Brewster, NY 10509 

As a Master Gardener Volunteer in Putnam 

County, you’ll learn how to address critical 

issues like invasive plants, pollinator support 

and responsible pesticide use. The Master 

Gardener Plant Sale each May is an excellent 

teaching opportunity, and the many adult 

classes we host help home gardeners  adopt 

sustainable landscape practices, grow healthy 

vegetables, use water wisely, and choose 

integrated pest management strategies.  

Who are the Master Gardener 

Volunteers? 

The Master Gardener Program is a 

national program of trained volunteers 

who work in partnership with their 

county Cooperative Extension office to 

expand educational outreach throughout 

the community by providing home 

gardeners with evidence-based 

information. 

 

 The first Master Gardener program was 

started in Washington State in 1972. 

Forty-six states now have Master 

Gardener programs.  

 

Master Gardener Volunteers come from 

all walks of life, and experience levels, 

but share an enthusiasm for gardening 

and a willingness to share what they have 

learned. 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator  recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and  
Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and  employment opportunities 
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What kind of training do Master Gardener Volunteers get? 
 
Master Gardener Volunteer trainees attend a twelve week training that begins with a 

framework of plant science: botany, soil science, entomology, & plant pathology. 

Don’t worry, we’ll make it fun and engaging and we’ll give you a great training 

manual. We also include a class on local environmental concerns to help you answer 

questions you might get from neighbors and community members.  The training then 

rounds out with classes on growing vegetables and fruits, classes on favorite garden 

topics like annuals, perennials, and herbs, and sustainability concepts like invasive 

species, climate change, and composting.  

 

The classes are taught by visiting Cornell University faculty, industry professionals, 

Cornell Cooperative Extension educators and advanced Master Gardener Volunteers.  

 

But the learning doesn’t stop there; Master Gardener volunteers attend ongoing 

advanced education sessions, and continue to learn by volunteering in the diagnostic 

lab and teaching classes to the community. 

 

After the initial training, an annual commitment of 30 hours of volunteer activity is 

required of all Master Gardener Volunteers.  You may participate in a wide variety 

of activities many of which are listed in this pamphlet under the “What do Putnam 

County Master Gardener Volunteers do?”  Our program is dynamic and evolves as 

issues develop in our communities and our landscapes. We hope you will share your 

passion and energy with us as we provide evidence-based solutions for  beautiful, 

sustainable landscapes and  a safe and biodiverse environment. 

Welcome to the world of the 
Master Gardener Volunteer 

What do Putnam County Master Gardener Volunteers do? 
 Master Gardener volunteers provide university-tested, evidence

-based education to home gardeners through  Cornell 

Cooperative Extension programs in Putnam County.  

 Each year, Master Gardener volunteers help thousands of 

homeowners grow healthier plants, learn about the county’s 

ecosystems and natural resources and help protect the 

environment.   

 They teach people how to adopt integrated pest management 

strategies that reduces the use of pesticides in our landscapes.  

 Master Gardeners, through our horticulture hotline, answer 

question from the public nine to noon weekdays.  

 The many farmers markets we attend offer a great opportunity 

to teach homeowners not only about gardening techniques, but 

also about supporting pollinators in the landscape, making 

sustainable plant choices, even discouraging woodpeckers from 

foraging on our home’s siding.   

Particular activities that Putnam County Master Gardener 

Volunteers are involved with: 
 Teaching public workshops on beginner vegetable gardening, 

gardening with native plants, pollinators and other topics 

 Attending monthly meetings 

 Organizing the annual Plant Sales 

 Writing articles for publication 

 Designing the educational garden spaces at the Cooperative 

Extension office and demonstration gardens 

 Testing soil samples brought into the Cooperative Extension 

office  

 Answering questions on the Horticultural Hotline and 

diagnostic lab from 9 am to 12 pm       . . . And much more! 

What is the fee for the training?  
Tuition for the training is $375. Each 

Master Gardener volunteer trainee 

receives a Training Manual and extensive 

course material from Cornell University. 

The tuition fee covers instruction, guest 

speakers, the Training Manual and all 

additional books and materials.  


