
Tips – August 2012 
 
Stay Alert for Late Blight  
As of late July late blight, the dreaded disease of tomatoes and potatoes, had only gotten 
as close as Syracuse to our west and Dutchess County to our south. But this is too close 
for comfort. One big storm could blow in spores so gardeners need to be vigilant. Check 
your plants daily and please either bring in samples or email photos to our office. 
 
For pictures of late blight visit 
http://www.longislandhort.cornell.edu/vegpath/photos/index.htm  and scroll down to 
Potatoes or Tomatoes, Late Blight. Also click on Late Blight Imitators for a comparison.  
 
Once late blight arrives, if it does, you will either need to harvest what you can of your 
tomatoes and potatoes and destroy the rest or try to keep the disease at bay with regular 
sprays. Because late blight has been confirmed so close by, if you plan to spray it would 
be a good idea to have a fungicide on hand now. There are two main choices for home 
gardens: copper, which is organic (but is harsh to your skin so follow label directions 
carefully) and chlorothalonil (sold as Daconil or Fungonil). Both of these products work 
best as protectants. Once the disease takes hold they will not be able to stop it. Follow the 
label directions exactly for information on how often to apply, how to mix, and so on. 
 
PESTICIDE DISCLAIMER:  Every effort has been made to provide correct, complete and up-to-
date pesticide recommendations.  Nevertheless, changes in pesticide regulations occur 
constantly, human errors are still possible.  These recommendations are not a substitute for 
pesticide labeling. Please read the label before applying any pesticide and follow the directions 
exactly.  

 
Summer Care for Container Gardens  
A lot of people are getting into container gardening.  It makes great sense if your soil is 
lousy or if you don’t have much room or time to garden.  Container grown plants are easy 
to care for because you can locate them right by your door, weeds are almost non-existent 
and insect pests and diseases are often less of a problem. 
 
Water 
Container gardens aren’t completely care free, however. The biggest issue is providing 
enough water, especially during the last half of summer when the weather is hot and the 
plants are more crowded in the container.  Hanging baskets and many window boxes will 
need water at least once a day, maybe even twice a day if they’re in a hot, sunny location.  
The only way to know for sure is to poke your finger into the soil or to heft the pot.  All 
containers should have plenty of drainage holes so overwatering is seldom a problem.   
 
Food 
Plants grown in containers need more attention to fertilizer than do garden plants.  Liquid 
fertilizer is handy and you have control over how much and how often it’s applied. If 
you’re using liquid fertilizer, apply it every 2-3 weeks during the growing season and use 
plain water in between.  Follow the label directions and use a measuring spoon for exact 



amounts. Some products have you use them with every watering but I much prefer a spell 
of plain water between the feedings.    
 
Pruning 
This is one of the most overlooked steps to container gardening and yet one of the most 
important to keep your plants bushy and vigorous.  All annual flowers thrive with regular 
pruning and many will stop flowering if you don’t remove the faded blooms quickly. 
 
Wait until the first flush of blooms are mostly past and the plants are beginning to get a 
little straggly, but don’t wait too long.  It works best to do this ‘haircut’ while the plants 
are still vigorous instead of waiting until they look really pathetic.   Now, take a deep 
breath and have at it.  Cut as many plants as you dare back to just 6 inches tall or so.  If 
you are really hesitant about doing this, try cutting one side of the container back, or cut 
back one container but not another, so you can compare the results.  Once you see the 
lush growth the plants push out after this treatment compared to the others, you’ll be a 
believer.   
 
Not all vegetables appreciate this type of haircut, though.  Herbs such as chives, parsley 
and basil will respond well, but anything that you want to develop a fruit (such as 
peppers, beans, tomatoes, etc) will be delayed by this process.   Tomatoes do well when 
their extra suckers are removed though because it makes them focus their energy on 
forming fruit instead of on producing excess leafy growth.  This is more of a selective 
pruning than the rash ‘haircut’ I suggest you use on annuals. 
 


