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Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) Franklin County is excited to announce two events 

celebrating June Dairy Month. Saturday, June 11th from 11am to 12pm a dairy parade will take 

place down Main Street Malone. This unique parade will include a horse drawn dairy wagon 

giving milk samples to spectators, a legislator float, antique tractors, dairy heifers being led by 

handlers, 4-H Clubs, FFA Chapters, State and Local Dairy Princess representatives, and other 

business affiliated with agriculture.  

On Sunday, June 12th from 12pm to 3pm CCE will host the second annual “Sundae on the 

Farm” Tour at Bilow Farms LLC on the Brainardsville Road in the township of Malone. This 

beautiful 1800 dairy cow operation uses modern technology to maximize production through 

cow comfort, a balanced nutrition program, and excellent calf/heifer rearing facilities. This is the 

site of the famous triplet heifer calves; Snowball, Snowflake, and Snow White born April 25th. 

We invite the public to come visit the calves and tour the farm as they learn about the dairy 

industry of today and enjoy sampling dairy products along the way.  

New York ranks third in dairy producing states behind California and Wisconsin. Locally, 

Franklin County has a diversity of dairy farms; from very large dairies with thousands of cows to 

small, grass-based organic dairies and everything in between. According to the 2012 Census of 

Agriculture there are a total of 688 farms in Franklin County. Of those, 155 are dairy operations 

with a total of 14,500 milk cows.  

All ages will enjoy seeing a bird’s eye view of a functional farm in full operation. This 

wonderful educational opportunity highlights the region’s largest contributor of our local 

economy. Farmers in general are notorious for putting revenue back into their surrounding 

communities with the purchase of new equipment, supplies, building materials, repairs, 

employment opportunities, etc. 

Just like every other industry, so has the dairy industry changed. In an effort to combat the 

fluctuating milk prices herd sizes have increased. With the help of modern research from 

institutions like Cornell University and Miner Institute, dairy farmers can maximize production, 

quality, and milk components with the implementation of “best practices”. These include but are 

not limited to the following; cow comfort, improved genetics, harvesting top quality feed, and 

maintaining quality control measures that ensure a healthy environment. Since the 1950’s the 

U.S. trend continues to show a decline in the total number of dairy cows with a steady increase in 

total milk production. Evidence that cows and farmers are becoming more efficient.  

We invite anyone wishing to participate in the dairy parade to contact Steve McDonald at 

the CCE office 483-7403.  

-30- 


