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If you were to ask a 4-H’er what their project animal teaches them, the first re-

sponse would most likely be “hard work” or “responsibility”.  Of course, these are 

both true and they are very important attributes for youths to learn.   However, ani-

mals can help prepare you to handle other aspects of life of which you may have 

never have thought.  For example, owning project animals can teach you how to 

handle births and deaths—a lesson that Lydia Sacheli brilliantly depicts in her 

thoughtful article which you can read on page 7.  After reading Lydia’s article, I be-

gan reflecting on the many different lessons I have learned and continue to learn 

from my project animals.   

 

 Patience and Self-Control:  Through working with animals, I have learned that 

losing your temper is never beneficial.  If things are not going well, taking a step 

back and getting some perspective is appropriate but becoming angry is not.  

 Self Motivation:  When I am working with my project animal, the degree of suc-

cess is only dependent on how devoted I am to my animal’s care and training.  

No one is forcing me to work with my animal.  It is my responsibility to motive 

myself to rise early every morning so that I can ride my horse.     

 Perseverance:  Animals have taught me perseverance in many ways.  Whether I 

am caring for a wound, teaching a new concept or preparing for a competition, 

all of these require me to begin with a goal in mind and follow through accord-

ingly.  

 Attention to Detail:  Caring for and showing animals requires attention to detail.  

I have learned to note every clue a sick animal may exhibit  and that first impres-

sions mean a great deal to a judge. 

 Thoughtfulness:  Lastly, my animals have forced me to think “outside the box”.  

Everyone of them is different and needs a different strategy when it comes to 

their care and training. 

 

Animals have so much to teach us!  All we have to do is open our minds and grasp 

these lessons that will aid us now and in the years to come! 

 

  Sarah Bagley  

Editor’s Intro 
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 Recipe of the Issue  

    

What you need:    

Instant hot chocolate mix 

Hot water 

2 Tablespoons Maraschino cherry juice 

Milk (about 1-2 Tablespoons) 

Optional: whipped cream, and the cherry on top! 

What you do:   

Heat the water and mix in the cocoa mix in the mug.  Then add the cherry juice and stir.  Add 

enough milk to cool it just a little and to make it creamier.  You can add the whipped cream and 

cherry if you like and serve.  

**The milk makes it easier to drink quicker so you aren’t making anyone late!  

A Gentle Wake-Up Treat 
By the Hight Family 

Waking up isn’t always easy. In our family, we sometimes pamper each other with a 

special drink to help the morning start off gently.  The key is to make it easy for the 

one fixing the treat and quick for the one being treated so they can still be in bed 

when it is delivered.  Here’s our cold morning treat. 

 

Cherry Kissed Hot Chocolate 
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CloverBud Corner 

By Rebekah Bagley 

Budgie 

Canary 

Cat 

Cockatiel 

Dog 

Ferret 

Finch 

Fish 

Gerbil 

Hamster 

Iguana 

Mouse 

Parakeet 

Parrot 

Rabbit 

Rat 

Snake 

Turtle 

In 2012, 72.9 million 

U.S. households owned 

at least one pet. 

Last year, Americans 

spent a total of  $53 

billion on their pets. 

The five most popular pets: 

1.Cat 

2. Dog 

3. Fish 

4. Bird 

5. Small mammals (Guinea pigs, rabbits, 

hamsters, etc.) 



6 

   The ummingbirds are back!! 

      By Laura Bagley 

It is now the time when our little hummingbird friends are in the area! Be sure to put out some feeders filled 

with sugar water and it won’t be long before you hear the hum of their wings! 

 

Did you know that planting some shrubs in your yard will also help attract hummingbirds? They don’t just 

eat sugar water and flower nectar, they eat insects as well! They feed them to their babies (and themselves) 

as a source of protein.  

 

Hummingbirds are very friendly. If you are patient, you might be able to feed them by hand! You just have to 

stand or sit very still next to where you usually put your feeder and wait for them to come.  Try it sometime! 

 

I really enjoy when the hummingbirds come to my area.  I have a lot of fun watching them! 
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through the future and 

through adulthood. 

 It is exciting having a 

baby born! Breeding pets and 

holding this excitement will 

prepare you for the excite-

ment of having your own 

child and the excitement of 

friends having children.  It 

also teaches you to care for 

the babies in a gentle 

manner, and the re-

sponsibility of caring 

for young ones! I 

have 6 chicks and 3 

ducklings. I also have 

eggs ready to hatch 

and a pregnant al-

paca. Babies are so 

cute and fun! Breed-

ing your pets can 

teach you to be a 

good parent later on. 

 In the time 

that you own a pet, it 

is very possible that 

it could die. Deaths 

are sad and upsetting 

and knowing how to 

handle them is im-

portant.  When a pet 

dies it’s ok to cry a 

little.  Mostly, you 

 Being a 4-H pet owner has 

taught me lifelong lessons that will 

help me in the future. If you have a 

pet you should understand the life 

cycle of all living animals.  It is ex-

citing to have a birth in your back-

yard but if you want to experience 

this excitement you must also know 

how to handle death. Learning how 

to handle the lifecycle will help you 

should think it had a happy life 

and figure out how it died so 

you can protect your other ani-

mals. Know you did all in your 

power to keep it healthy and 

happy. Try to cheer yourself up 

because your pet would not 

want you to feel down. My al-

paca recently died.  I had some 

friends over that were sad too, 

but we cheered each other up 

because my alpaca would not 

have wanted us to cry for hours. 

Deaths of pets prepare you for 

the future by preparing you for 

deaths of friends and family. I’m 

lucky because none of my close 

friends or family have died yet. 

Deaths of pets teach important 

lessons. 

 Deaths and births pre-

pare you for your future by 

teaching you how to handle im-

portant things, like handling 

births of humans and deaths of 

friends and family. You can 

learn a lot in your back yard. 

  Handling Births and Deaths 

      By Lydia Sacheli age 10 
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pick on some people at lunch.  This 

remark caused Rebekah and me to 

exchange worried glances.  Jeannie 

eventually yielded the floor to the first 

speaker – a Cornell graduate who 

spoke to us on equine genetics.  This 

speaker quickly captured her audi-

ence’s attention and proceeded to lead 

them across the complex subject filled 

with genotypes and phenotypes, SNP 

chips and genomes, as well as chro-

mosomes, mutations and much more.  

The second speaker touched a 

heartrending but necessary topic of 

what to do with your horse after it has 

died.  Finally, Jeannie introduced the 

special guest speaker – the famous 

Julie Goodnight!  Julie talked to us 

briefly on the Certified Horsemen’s 

Association and then we broke for 

lunch.  Jeannie kept her promise and 

immediately started calling on people 

to stand up and give testimonies about 

the 4-H horse program throughout 

lunch.  She made Beka and I stand up 

and talk about the Kentucky and 

AYHC trips.  Once Jeannie was satis-

fied, we made our way down to the 

livestock pavilion to watch Julie 

Goodnight give arena demonstrations.  

 Jeannie Griffiths, the Horse 

Specialist at Cornell, greeted me as I 

walked into Morrison Hall.  “Hey girl, 

haven’t see you in a long time!” she 

remarked sarcastically.  I had just seen 

her four days before at the 4-H State 

Horse Communications contest.  In 

fact, I had even seen her a couple 

weeks before that at the AYHC Sym-

posium but that is another story 

which Beka will be sharing with you.  

“You’re in for a treat today!” Jeannie 

continued, squeezing my shoulders.  

Wow, was she right!    I knew that this 

was going to be a good day (what 

could be better than sitting around 

listening to people talking about hors-

es for hours on end?), but little did I 

know just how amazing it was going 

to be! 

 I grabbed a folder from the 

front desk, clipped my name tag onto 

my shirt, and popped a scone in my 

mouth before descending into the 

lecture hall.  I was accompanied by 

four other individuals from my county 

– my mother, my sister Rebekah, Ellie 

Schwarz, and Ellie’s mother Barb.  

Jeannie opened the day with some 

general horse program information 

and promised that she was going to 

Now, I have watched some of Julie’s 

TV shows but they are nothing like 

seeing her in person!   Julie is enter-

taining, practical and insightful.  She 

helps you  truly grasp basic concepts 

and makes complex ones easy to un-

derstand.  She is funny and shares 

many stories to help keep the clinic 

light and fun.  During one of the 

breaks, we were even able to go down 

to the arena and ask her more specific 

questions about our own horses.   

 This year’s In-Service was an 

experience I will never forget!   A 

whole day rubbing shoulders with 

horsemanship masters was like a day 

in paradise to me.   I can’t believe that 

I have never taken advantage of this 

opportunity before but I can assure 

you that I am going to take advantage 

of it from now on!  Anyone who loves 

horses would benefit greatly from this 

fun, educational experience.   Don’t 

miss next year’s NYS 4-H Horse In-

Service!  It is a day you will never for-

get! 

 2013 NYS 4-H Horse In-Service 

      By Sarah Bagley age 17 
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from California to Maine and 
almost everything in between—
there were even a few people 
that came from Alaska!  
  
 The next morning, we 
got up and were down to break-
fast by 7:15.  Door prizes were 
given during breakfast for 
"whoever had the shortest first 
name" or "whoevers last name 
had the most vowels in it"  and 
so on.  After breakfast, they gave 
us a quick overview of what was 
happening that day and then it 
was off to our lectures.  The 
lectures were divided into three 
groups: youth, adult, and profes-
sional.  You could attend any of 
the three, but I went to the 
youth presentations all week-
end.  More door prizes were 
given to those who correctly 
answered questions during the 
youth presentation. 
  
 After the morning lec-
ture, all of the youth headed off 
on buses to the University of 
Connecticut (UConn).  On the 
way to UConn the youth leaders 
kept us occupied by asking horse 
and Connecticut trivia question 
and awarded correct answers 
with, no, more door priz-
es?  Once at UConn, we got the 
chance to learn about body con-
dition scoring of horses, play 
some barnyard Olympics, and 
compete in a horse knowledge 
test called HorseSmarts.  The 
barnyard Olympics consisted of 
a three-legged race through a 
barrel-racing pattern, assembling 
an English bridle, spelling out 
AYHC with hay bales, and per-
forming a trail class blindfold-
ed.  HorseSmarts was a lot like 

 This April, I spent a 
weekend in Hartford, Con-
necticut with my mother and 
sister Sarah for the annual 
American Youth Horse 
Council (AYHC) Symposi-
um.  The AYHC symposium 
is a national event that brings 
together youth and youth 
leaders for three days of 
presentations, discussions, 
exhibits, and lots of fun. 
  
 We arrived at the 
hotel where the event was 
being held on Friday, April 
13th.  We had a few hours to 
kill before the activities for 
the night started, so we spent 
our time wandering around 
the conference section of the 
hotel looking at all of the 
exhibits that were set 
up.  There were exhibits for 
Nutrena horse feed, Dover 
Saddlery, the National Rein-
ing Horse Association, as 
well as stands selling jewelry, 
hats, and books. 
  
 At 6:30, we had din-
ner and an opening ceremony 
was given.  Then we separat-
ed into our groups for the 
events that evening. Youth 
participated icebreaker activi-
ties while the adults listened 
to round table discussions 
about different horse related 
topics.  The icebreakers were 
fun, leader building games 
such as: working together as a 
team to engineer a horse barn 
out of marshmallows and 
toothpicks.  It was a great to 
meet new people and make 
friends with horse-crazy teens 
from all across the coun-
try.  There were people there 

The 2013 American Youth Horse Council Symposium 

       By Rebekah Bagley age 15 
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positively and negatively.  We learned 
that each government had it's pros 
and cons and discussed how in differ-
ent situations you would need a differ-
ent type of leadership.  Then we went 
over parliamentary procedure and 
practiced using it by making trail 
mix.  We had to decide how much of 
each ingredient we wanted until every-
one agreed.  After about 15 minutes 
of: "I move to put in the whole bag of 
peanuts"; "No, I don't like peanuts.  I 
move we amend the motion of put-
ting in the whole bag of peanuts by 
not putting in any."; we came to the 
conclusion of dumping everything 
into a bowl and everyone can just eat 

the 4-H hippology competition.  We 
would go through a series of ten sta-
tions that would test our knowledge 
of horses.  At each table, there would 
be pictures of horse feed, shoes, anat-
omy, breeds, etc. that we would have 
to identify.  (Later that day, we found 
out that my sister Sarah, our brilliant 
Strive editor, had won this competi-
tion!) 
 
 After all of the youth stuff 
was over the adults joined us at 
UConn.  We then had the chance to 
watch the UConn riding team in ac-
tion.  Next, we had a lesson about 
dressage riding and how it is essential 
for any discipline.  We learned about 
endurance riding, and finally, we were 
thrilled by a polo chukker perfor-
mance.  I have to say that of all the 
things at UConn this was my favor-
ite.  After the polo chukker, it was 
back to the hotel where we got to chill 
for a few hours and eat some pizza 
before the youth dance at nine.  There 
I danced to "Cotton-eyed Joe" and 
"YMCA" until my mother and sister 
dragged me off the dance floor.  I had 
just enough time to shower, brush my 
teeth, and collapse into bed before the 
clock struck midnight. 
  
 We were up the next morning 
for our final day at the symposi-
um.  During breakfast, a speech was 
given about the changes of the horse 
industry throughout the past 40 or so 
years.  It was very interesting to see 
the changes in farrier fees, brand 
trends, gear styles, and more.  It made 
me wonder how things will probably 
have changed when I get older.  After 
this presentation we had three more 
lecture sessions before the end of the 
symposium.  I kept my pencil scrib-
bling furiously all morning, learning 
about horse judging and first aid. 
  
 The last youth lecture of the 
symposium was about leader-
ship.  The speaker talked with us 
about different types of leadership, 
then we broke up into groups and 
were each given a different type of 
government to study.  We then had to 
act out how that government worked 

what they wanted.  However, we did 
learn valuable information about how 
our government decides matters and 
how to keep everything organized. 
  
 After that they handed out, 
let me guess, the rest of the door priz-
es, and then we were free to go.  All in 
all it was a great trip, I learned a lot of 
valuable information about horses, I 
got to visit the UConn riding center, 
and had a chance to meet people from 
all across the nation.  It was an experi-
ence I will never forget and I hope to 
attend again in the future! 

  

The New York State 4-H Members 
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main groups: megachiroptera and 
microchiroptera.  Megachiroptera are 
medium to large-sized bats.  Species 
of these bats eat small land animals 
or fish, or they are fruit-eating bats, 
which help to pollinate plants.  This 
group also contain the vampire bats, 
which feed on the blood of livestock- 
not humans.  Microchiroptera are 
smaller nocturnal bats that mostly 
feed on insects. 
  
 All of the species of bats in 
New York are microchiroptera 
bats.  There are nine different bat 
species in New York: hoary bat, red 
bat, big brown bat, little brown bat, 
Indiana bat, silver-haired bat, small-
footed bat, Northern long-eared bat, 
and the Eastern pipistrelle.  Many of 
these bats weigh as little as two quar-
ters (14 grams); however, each bat 
can eat thousands of insects every 
night, making bats one of the major 
predators of insects.  Bats hunt  in-
sects by using echolocation.  Echolo-
cation is when the bat emits a series 
of very fast, high pitched chirps and 
then listens to the echoes of the 
chirps that bounce off the objects 
near them.  These chirps are ex-
tremely high pitched, ranging from 
14,000 to 100,00 Hertz (humans can 
hear frequencies of 20 to 20,000 
Hertz).  Using echolocation, bats can 
detect insects up to 100 feet away 

 On a clear summer's night, 
many of you have probably seen bats 
flying around your backyard—
perhaps while you are sitting around 
a campfire.  Many myths have labeled 
bats as ferocious, horrible monsters 
that will attack you and suck your 
blood.  But really, bats are extremely 
interesting and useful creatures that 
you would actually want to see 
around your home. 
  
 Bats are nocturnal, hunting 
and feeding at night and sleeping 
during the day.  Although some peo-
ple think of bats as "flying rodents" 
bats are actually mammals; they are 
warm-blooded, they have fur or hair, 
they give birth to babies, and they 
nurse their babies with milk.  Every 
year in the spring, a female bat will 
give birth to only one baby, very oc-
casional will a bat have twins.  Bats 
don't make nests for their young but 
instead form nursery roosts with oth-
er female bats in the area.  The ba-
bies are born in June and early July, 
and about a month to six weeks after 
birth a young bat will begin to fly and 
hunt for food.  Bats have relatively 
long lives compared to mammals of 
similar sizes, living to be between 15-
20 years of age.  The oldest recorded 
bat was 41 years old. 
  
 Bats are divided into two 

and can also determine the insects 
size, direction, and speed.  
  
 One misunderstood fact 
about bats is that they cannot see 
well, thus the saying "blind as a 
bat".  However, most bats can see 
very well, although they do not need 
to rely on their eyesight very much 
because they can hunt and maneuver 
better using echolocation. 
  
 Insect-eating bats are either 
cave bats or tree bats.  New York has 
six species of cave bats: big brown 
bat, little brown bat, northern bat, 
small-footed bat, eastern pipistrelle, 
and Indiana bat.  Cave bats spend the 
winter months hibernating in caves 
or mines, surviving on fat storag-
es.  They spend the summer, living in 
buildings, rock crevices, or 
trees.  The three species of tree bats 
(red bat, hoary bat, and silver-haired 
bat) live year-round in trees.  In the 
winter, these bats migrate to the 
southern United States in order to 
obtain insects to eat.  In the spring 
they follow the insects back up north 
again. 
  
 Sadly, bat populations have 
seen drastic declines over the past 
few years, due to White Nose Syn-
drome.  White Nose Syndrome is a 
skin fungus that grows around the 
noses of bats, making their noses 

Beneficial Bats 

By Rebekah Bagley age 15 
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fungus irritates the bats, causing 
them to wake up and fly around dur-
ing hibernation (something they 
would not normally do).  This causes 
them to burn up all of their fat stor-
ages that they need to survive the rest 
of the winter, resulting in death.  
  
 So, is there any way that we 
can stop bats from getting White 
Nose Syndrome?  Unfortunately, 
there is no known way to cure bats 
with White Nose Syndrome.  Even 
trying to stop the transmission of the 
fungus has posed a problem for con-
servationists, because of the nature 
of the fungus and the way it is so 
easily transferred from bat to bat.  
   
 However, there is one small 
way that we could help bats’ dwin-
dling populations.  In some areas, 
such as towns or cities, bats are often 
short on places to live.  One way to 
give bats a place to live where habi-
tats are limited is by using bat hous-
es.  Bat houses are a great way to at-
tract bats to your backyard, which 
can help keep pesky bugs away!  If 
you would like information about 
how to build a bat house and about 
bats in general, visit the Bat Conser-
vation International website 
at www.batcon.com.  This site has 

look white, hence the name.  It was 
first seen in 2007 in an area of bat 
hibernacula that included a tourist 
cave.  Researchers are guessing that 
this fungus was brought over from 
Europe by one of the tourists visiting 
the cave.  
  
 The fungus spread extremely 
quickly and now is found in caves 
and mines throughout much of 
Northeastern America and Cana-
da.  One of the reasons that this fun-
gus has spread so quickly is because 
bats congregate together with up to 
300 bats per square foot.  This makes 
it very easy for the fungus to spread 
from bat to bat.  Also, the majority 
of bats in New York state hibernate 
in just five caves and mines; meaning 
that if one bat with White Nose Syn-
drome flew into just one of these 
caves, one fifth of the entire bat pop-
ulation of New York could become 
infected with the fungus.  An esti-
mated 5.7 to 6.7 million bats have 
already been lost to this fungus in 
just the six years since it has been 
discovered. 
  
 Although the exact processes 
by which White Nose Syndrome 
leads to death is uncertain, people 
studying bats are guessing that the 

great information about everything bat 
related. 
 
The information and pictures for this article 
were provided by a presentation by Jim Eck-
ler from the DEC Montezuma National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

Bats with White-Nose Syndrome 

Bats in Bat House 

http://www.batcon.com/
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    You will need to recognize some 
terminology before I continue with 
this article.  Please see the box in the 
lower left corner. 
   
    Mules have very interesting charac-
teristics.  They may have long ears but 
they are not as big as the donkeys’ and 
are shaped like a horses.  They have 
relatively flat backs and require a sad-
dle that is made just for mules. A mule 
will never get an arched neck. They 
usually have coarse manes but the tails 
can be like the horse. Some mule’s 
manes are roached, which means 
shaved, and their tails are either belled, 
left full, or shaved. 
 

     Mules can come in any 
equine colors except true pin-
to. If breeders wanted a mule 
with four white feet they 
should breed a jack to an 
Overo mare. The mule 
should come out with four 
white socks or stockings.  
Breeders used to call a mule 
with a darker muzzle a Blue-
nosed mule.  
      
        Mules are very versatile 
and can do anything that a 
horse can do – jumping, bar-
rel racing, dressage, cutting, 
driving and even mule racing! 
However, you should still 
breed the donkey to a horse 
that does the discipline that 
you want the mule to do. For 
example, if you want a mule 
that would be good at barrel 
racing, breeding or buying a 
mule that has a quarter horse 
parent would be a good idea. 
 

Most people have heard of mules.  
But what can mules do? How did they 
come to America?  What is the differ-
ence between a mule and a hinny?  
These are some of the questions I will 
answer in my article today.  

  
The mule is a cross between a female 
horse and a male donkey.   Because 
they are a cross between two different 
kinds of equines, mules are mostly 
sterile and cannot normally reproduce. 
One in one million mules will have a 
foal.  Even though they are sterile, the 
males should still be castrated because 
they might become hard to handle 
around mares. 
   

      Mule racing is becoming popular 
in the western states, especially North-
ern California. Mules race 400 yards 
and are faster than Appaloosas and 
Arabians.  Mule races are not the 
money making races that Thorough-
bred races are.  Mules are raced after 
the regular horse races are finished for 
the day and the jockeys jump on the 
mules and race them.  Mules can have 
longer racing lives - they can be race 
until they are 16 years old.  Thorough-
breds are usually only raced for 2-5 
years.  Mules can also have more starts 
per year than horses. 
         
    Mules have a reputation for being 
stubborn but this is usually not the 
case. Mules are smart and would not 
put themselves or their riders in dan-
ger. When mules refuse to comply to a 
command, they are probably being 
smarter than the person that is on 
them.  However, some mules may 
have a stubborn streak in them. 

Loveable Long Ears 

  By Laura Bagley age 11 

        Mule Terminology  
 A stallion is a non-gelded male horse                  
 A mare is a female horse 
 A jack is a non-gelded male donkey 
 A jenny or jennet is a female donkey 
 A hinny is a cross between a stallion 

and a jenny 
 A mule is a cross between a mare 

and a jack 
 A molly mule is a female mule 
 A john is a male mule 
 Miniature mules are 50 inches or 

less  
 Saddle mules have to be over 50 

inches in height  
 Gaited mules are a cross between a 

gaited mare and a jack 
 Draft mules are a cross between a 

male donkey and a draft horse mare 
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areas which makes it difficult to get 
necessary supplies to troops.  Also, 
the American forces will be leaving 
Afghanistan soon.   When they do, 
they will take their motorized vehicles 
with them leaving the Afghanistan 
troops with no way to move their sup-
plies.  It is for these reasons that the 
U.S. Army is using mules in the Mid-
dle East.  They use the mules to get 
aid to our troops and they are training 
the Afghan troops to use the mules 
when we leave.  Mules are much more 
abundant in Afghanistan than trucks 
and much more useful. 
  
     Like Quarter horses, Appaloosas, 
Arabians and other breeds of horses, 

  
    Now, you may have heard of a hin-
ny.  A hinny is a cross between a jenny 
and a stallion therefore, they are the 
opposite of a mule.  Mules and hinnys 
look similar in appearance, but there 
are some ways to tell them apart.  
Hinnys normally have a smaller body 
and a more full mane and tail than a 
mule.  Hinnys have a head shaped like 
a horse and smaller ears.  Hinny's are 
mostly sterile - just like  the mule. 
 
     Now here are the differences be-
tween the mule and the horse. The 
horse has a smaller head than the 
mule normally has.  The mule also has 
a flat back while the horse has a bit of 
a curve in it. The mule has very large 
ears and the horse does not.  Most 
mules are a lot calmer than the horse 
in tight spaces and difficult situations, 
and have more strength and stamina.  
Therefore, the mule has been used to 
do many things for this country. Such 
as pulling boats down the Erie canal, 
serving in the military, giving people 
rides down the Grand Canyon.  
 
     Mules are now being used in the 
military because it is hard for the 
American troops to use the helicop-
ters and trucks in Afghanistan.  The 
mountains are high with very narrow 
roads and the air is thin.  It is difficult 
to get trucks and helicopters to certain 

mules and donkeys have their own 
registration organization.  Their web-
site is www.lovelongears.com and 
their member magazine is The Brayer.  
This organization can give mule own-
ers great information and is a great 
way to network with other owners and 
breeders. 
  
    Every April in Columbia, Tennes-
see, a mule day celebration is held. In 
1840, it began as the Breeders  Day. 
Breeders would show and sell their 
stock. But eventually, tractors replaced 
the mule and this made less demand 
for them. In 1934, a parade was added 
to the celebration. Soon they held 
more events such as, square dances, 
craft festivals, and lumberjack compe-
titions. 
  
    The mule is certainly an amazing 

equine and has helped this country in 

many ways.   

 

       Fun Facts 
 Mules are 99.9% sterile  
 Mules have a very long life span – they can live to be 30 

to 40 years of  age 
 Many famous people have ridden mules including: 

Ronald Regan, Harry Truman, Buffalo Bill Cody, Mark 
Twain, and Ken Curtis (who played Festus in Gunsmoke)   

 A mule that was 52 inches tall was known to clear a 72 
inch jump.  

 Famous racing mule Taz, was the first equine to be 
cloned. He had three clones, Idaho Gem, Utah Pioneer, 
and Idaho Star.   

http://www.lovelongears.com
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Welcome to the newest Strive section.   This is a place where 4-H’ers can let each other know about 

things they are willing to sell, trade, or give away. 

 White polo shirt: I've sent along 

a photo.  The size is a boy's 

10/12, though it runs slightly 

small.  It's free to someone who 

needs it!   Email  beccajen-

sen@empacc.net 

We have lots of horse tack for sale.  Western sad-

dles, synthetic saddles, English saddle, rope halters, 

nylon halter, brand new showmanship halters, 

grooming supplies, saddle pads, bits, girths, cinches, 

bareback pad, and longe lines.  Email 

horsegirl3m@ymail.com or call 315-536-4457.   

~Bagley Family 
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Survey Results 
We asked our reader’s to tell us something interesting, cute 

or funny that their pet does.  See their answers below. 

We adopted (were adopted by) a dog a year ago and she 

loves to hunt bees.  She sits on our front porch while we're 

grilling and quickly jumps up if she hears any buzzing.  She 

then stalks her pray, pounces, and eats whatever she catch-

es.  We usually have horrible carpenter bees in the spring 

and summer, but haven't had a problem since we've had 

her!    

 ~Jen Clancey 

The cutest thing that my bunnies 

do is yawn.  

 ~Melanie Lyons 

Our cat and rabbit love to play with each oth-

er; they chase each other all around the house 

and wrestle! 

 ~Laura Bagley 

My horse Mac loves to have his 

tummy scratched!  When I 

scratch his favorite spot, he 

makes hilarious faces at me! 

 ~Rebekah Bagley 

I used to have a dog that would 

stop and sit at each street corner.  

I trained her to do this so that she 

could run ahead of me on our 

walks but would not cross the 

road with out my help. 

 ~Patricia Bagley 
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With Strive, you not only have the pleasure of  reading a magazine, but you have the op-
portunity to submit your own articles and ideas.  We will be looking for material for the 
magazine each quarter and you get to help supply it!  Please see the list of  magazine cate-
gories below. 
  

Front Cover:  We will be looking for someone to submit a picture for the front cov-
er of  the magazine.  You may submit more than one picture.   

  
Reader's Write:  This is the area for readers to voice their opinion of  the magazine 
or anything 4-H related.   

  
Survey:  Each issue there will be a survey in which you may participate.   
  
Cloverbud Corner:  If  you have any jokes, puzzles or pictures you can submit them 
to the Cloverbud Corner.  Each installment of  the Cloverbud Corner will have a 
theme.  The theme and other details will be sent out to those who join Strive’s email 
list. 
 
Quick Tip:  Submit a quick tip, craft, or activity to Strive. 

  
Recipe of  the Issue:  Submit your favorite recipe to Strive.   
 
4-H Story: Send a story of  an experience you have had through 4-H.   
 

 Swap Spot:  This is where 4-H’ers can let each other know about things they are willing to sell, 

 trade, or give away.  Please send a description and picture of  your item(s). 

 
Leader's Letter:  This is a section of  the magazine for the ideas and/or experiences 
of  4-H leaders or parents. 

  
Articles:  Of  course, the bulk of  our magazine will be the articles. We ask that you 
please include your name, age, and number of  years in 4-H. 

  
If  you have any material that you would like to submit to Strive or if  you would like to join 
the email list, please email striveyc@ymail.com.  Material can be sent at any time but there 
are deadlines for material that will be included in the very next issue.  The deadline for the 
next Strive issue is August 1st, 2013.  You are encouraged to send pictures with any materi-
al you submit.  If  you have any questions, feel free to email striveyc@ymail.com.  

 How to Submit Material to Strive 

mailto:striveyc@ymail.com
mailto:striveyc@ymail.com

