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Otsego County’s Diverse Agriculture 

In 2013 we met with Town Supervisors, Highway Superintendents and others knowing their own townships to identify all “commercial” 

farm enterprises we could. We didn’t stress on the definition, but when we finished each town we felt we’d captured all farm enter-

prises where residents were trying to accomplish something of economic significance on their rural properties.  The numbers below 

remain close, although we know dairy prices and many other factors continue to influence activities.   

 

We have two news items pertaining to this diversity: 

 

“Family Farm Day”:  On page 7 of this newsletter you will find a last invitation for free 

publicity promoting your business and products. On  Saturday, August 13, 10 a.m. to         

4 p.m. people will be provided a Family Farm Day Guide highlighting your farm, products, 

and location. They will be able to select their path and visit as many participating farms as 

the can, or desire that day!  You will need to register ASAP --- printing of Guides will be 

occurring soon.  

 

Ag & Farmland Protection Plan (AFPP): It’s hard to imagine that anything will ever       

replace our continuing disappearing dairy community.  Dairy’s influence on families, towns, 

and the economy was once so wide-spread and integral to our rural lives, but nationally 

the efficiency of production on large scales has so dominated the market that our           

geography, elevation, etc. has not kept pace.  Organic production and “value-added”      

products like cheeses, butter, and yogurt helps, but the transition to other land uses      

continues.  An effort has been underway to re-write the Otsego AFPP.  Otsego County   

Conservation Association stepped up to 

coordinate assembly of community 

thoughts, goals, and ideas to protect, 

stimulate and enable all farm operations 

to prosper.  Please go to: http://

occainfo.org/agricultural-farmland-

protection-plan-update/, or call       

(607) 547-4488 to access their         

questionnaire  regarding “strengths,            

weaknesses, opportunities and threats, 

and a second to capture your vision for 

preservation or shaping of our           

agriculture. 

                           
 

Continued on page 3 
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Alpacas- 8 

Apples- 3 

Beef-126 (non-dairy group) 

Bees- 7 (commercial) 

Corn grain- 23 (Soy beans- 8, 

Small grains- 20) 

Christmas trees/ nurseries- 8 

Dairy- 149 

Elk-2 (fallow deer-1) 

Fish-1 

Garlic-7 

Goats-20 

Grapes- 3 

Greenhouses- 10 

Hay- 103 (non-dairy group) 

Hogs- 10 

Hops- 5 

Maple- 14 

Poultry- 23 

Sheep- 32 

Vegetables- 30 

Total - 584 -  (counted 

without repetition even 

though many have multiple 

enterprises) 

 

http://occainfo.org/agricultural-farmland-protection-plan-update/
http://occainfo.org/agricultural-farmland-protection-plan-update/
http://occainfo.org/agricultural-farmland-protection-plan-update/


 

2     County Farm News  May 2016 

 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and  
provides equal program and employment opportunities.  Accommodations for persons with special needs may be requested by contacting Cornell  

Cooperative Extension Schoharie and Otsego Counties prior to a program. 
 

Cornell Cooperative Extension Schoharie and Otsego Counties 

             123 Lake Street, Cooperstown, NY 13326     31 Maple Street, Oneonta, NY 13820 
       (Education Center/mailing address)                     (Outreach Office) 
               Phone: 607-547-2536  Fax: 607-547-5180                                              Phone: 607-433-2521   Fax: 607-436-9682 
        Office Hours - Open Wednesday through Friday Wednesdays & Fridays 
      8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  -  Closed Mondays & Tuesdays 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Producer Group Meetings 

 Leatherstocking Shepherds’ Association - Third       
 Thursday (monthly) 7 p.m., New Lisbon Town Hall 
 Otsego Maple Producers - No meetings until the fall       
 Leatherstocking Beekeepers’ Association - Fourth  

Thursday (monthly) 7 p.m., Cooperative Extension, 
Cooperstown, except for November & December 

 Otsego County Farm Bureau - First Tuesday (monthly)    
7 p.m., Cooperative Extension, Cooperstown 

 

Save the Dates 
Sundae on the Farm  

Sunday, June 5, 2016, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Cooperstown Holstein Corporation 

188 County Hwy 33W, Cooperstown 
 

 Come visit our farm 

 See our milking system, equipment, feed, and 
animals 

 Meet the Otsego County Dairy Princess and her 
court 

 Ice cream will be served 

 Stop by Dairy Promotion Booths and other  
 agricultural displays 

 

May 25 -SUNY Cobleskill - See page 5 

June 1 - Vibbard Farm - See page 3 

Thank you to our sponsors and advertisers! 

DON MARSH AD 

Cooperstown Office 
OFFICE HOURS  

Open Wednesday through Friday,  
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  

Closed on Mondays and Tuesdays 

The Otsego County Dairy Pagent 

East Springfield on April 3,2016, outgoing Princess  
Shannon Sears crowned Rileigh Mumbulo of  
Edmeston as the 2016 Otsego County Dairy Princess 
and Sandra Mravlja of Springfield as the first  
alternate.  The girls and their court will be busy  
promoting the dairy industry in the year ahead.  
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Continued from cover 

Beef Initiative Report 
 

All producers interested in beef production are invited to attend our meetings.  Our beef activities continue to focus on        
assisting our regional beef community to come together and discuss best management practices to improve efficiency and 
profitability.  A major desire of buyers is uniformity of supply. Synchronized 
heats, careful bull selection, improved nutrition and minimized diseases  all 
work toward that goal. 
 

We have had five different meetings so far this year.  
January 4 - our committee met to assess 2015 and consider adjust-

ments for 2016. 
 March 16  - 47 people met in Richfield to discuss bull selection, heat 

synchronization and artificial insemination. 
 March 25  - we met with three buyers of naturally raised beef calves. 
 April 6 - 30 producers were hosted at Oak Stone Farm, by Fly Creek to 

complete our chute-side subcutaneous injections for vaccination 
purposes and certification for the Beef Quality Assurance               
credentials. And, on  

April 21 - potential feeder calf pool participants met by conference call 
or in person to formulate plans for pooling activities for this year’s calf crop.  

 

Next Meeting:   
On June 1, at  the Vibbard Farm at 1655 Cnty Hwy 19, Burlington Flats  we will be having a “pasture walk” hosted by  
Jeff Vibbard, but with input from Bob Weaver, grazing technician from Otsego’s Soil & Water Conservation District, nutrition 
needs and guidelines for beef cattle from Dr. Mike Baker, and crop management discussion led by our Central NY Dairy & Field 
Crop  Team Crop Specialist, Kevin Ganoe.  Pre-registration is appreciated by calling 607-547-2536 Ext. 0 or email 
otsego@cornell.edu. 

  By Bill Gibson, Agricultural Community Educator 
wrg56@cornell.edu, 607-547-2536 Ext. 226 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Farm & Dairy Supplies 

New & Used Equipment 

Service & Installation 

607-538-9464 
www.donsdairysupply.com 

 

 Elizabeth A. Tomlin Photography 

mailto:otsego@cornell.edu?subject=Beef%20Meeting
mailto:wrg56@cornell.edu?subject=Ag
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News from FSA                                                                                                    

Kristin L. Rumovicz 
Otsego County Program Technician  
607-547-8131 Ext. 2 

 

This year the USDA has not waived late reporting fees so it is important to stay in compliance in order to avoid a costly 
late fee.  
 
So what happens if you plan to plant a field to grass mixed with alfalfa but cannot get on the field to plant it until  
May 20?  The rule is crops must be reported by May 15 or within 15 days of planting.  This becomes tricky because 
you will need to report any fields you did plant before the 15th before the deadline AND THEN report the fields that you 
planted after the deadline within the 15 days.   This same rule 
applies to summer row crops due on July 15th.  You must report 
before July 15 and then report any crops that are planted after 
July 15, within 15 days.  

 
What if you want to plow up a hay field?  If you have a determi-
nation from NRCS already and are within your conservation plan, 
plow away! If not, you need to come to the office immediately 
and fill out an AD-1026 form to get a determination from NRCS 
and a rotation plan if your soon to be corn field is highly erodible.  

 
A great opportunity that we can process in our local FSA office is 
the Farm Storage Facility Loans. This program continues to  
expand, recently we even added some portable equipment for 
processing to our list of eligible purchases. For more information visit www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.  These are very 
low interest and can have a quicker turn around than some of the other loans.  We are always willing to discuss our 
other programs, especially CREP, the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program that has a longer timeline but 
many benefits for our producers and environment.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

800-637-6774 

Offering Quality Livestock Feed & Service Since 1958 

-Family Owned and Operated- 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/pricesupportThese


 

5     County Farm News  May 2016 

Harvest NY Notes – MacKenzie Waro  
mlw55@cornell.edu  

 
Harvest NY is working closely with Northern NY and Central NY extension specialists, 

businesses, and producers regarding meat processing and marketing. The meat industry is 

experiencing growth and added interest in the production and availability of locally sourced 

meats and meat products. The prospect of new processing capacity in many parts of New 

York as well as the development of enhanced educational programs in meat processing at 

SUNY Cobleskill presents an opportunity for enhanced capacity to support this growth. MacKenzie, Harvest 

NY’s Livestock Processing and Marketing Specialist has been working with processors and producers to under-

stand the strengths and weaknesses in the processing process; from slaughter to fabrication. This past quarter, 

MacKenzie has been involved in producer meetings. These meetings ranged from beef genetic talks and sheep 

wool pooling; to Beef Quality Assurance training and farm business summary training. SUNY Cobleskill and 

Harvest NY is working on a Beef Cutting class, set for a tentative date of May 25. This all-day class is designed 

for producers who are selling to markets, would like to learn to cut their own meats, or are interested in learning 

the cuts of beef. The morning classroom session will comprise of the cuts of beef, quality of meat, and market-

ing your cuts. Participants will spend the afternoon learning the correct way to cut a beef carcass to get the 

most value for your beef. This is the initial step in a positive partnership to add additional classes for producers 

raising and marketing other meats and meat products (lamb, pork, shelf stable, and charcuterie). On March 17, 

Bill Gibson and MacKenzie met with the Leatherstocking Shepherds group to discuss strengths and opportuni-

ties within the local lamb and wool markets. It was an informative meeting, and we are all looking forward to 

working together in the future.  New York is home to many diverse meat markets; from farmer’s markets and 

freezer trade to large city markets. New York has an opportunity to fulfil many markets while allowing for our 

livestock producers to expand their operations or become more specialized and Harvest NY is there to help see 

our livestock meat industry grow.  

 

SUNY Cobleskill, Harvest New York to Host Beef Cutting Seminar  

Cobleskill, NY — SUNY Cobleskill and Harvest New York invite beef producers to hone their skills in a one-day 
Beef Cutting Seminar on May 25, the first in a new series of meat production classes to be offered throughout 
the year. The course will be taught by SUNY Cobleskill faculty, and specialists from the Harvest New York    
program of Cornell Cooperative Extension. 
 

The all-day class is designed for producers who are selling to markets, would like to learn to cut their own 

meats, or are interested in learning about cuts of beef. It will cover which cuts are most profitable, quality of 

meat, what products consumers want, and marketing strategies. Participants will learn about the cuts of beef 

and marketing in a morning classroom session before applying that knowledge in the afternoon to cut a cattle 

carcass. 

The seminar will be held Wednesday, May 25 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at SUNY Cobleskill’s new Meat Laboratory, in the College’s Center 
for Agriculture and Natural Resources. The cost is $50 per person, 
which includes lunch and classroom materials.  
Space is limited to 15 participants. 
 
To register or for more information, call Linda Serdy,  
Office of Professional and Continuing Education (PACE),  
518-255-5528 or SerdyML@cobleskill.edu 

mailto:SerdyML@cobleskill.edu
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Free Recycling for Farm Plastic, Wood Pellet Bags 

Film plastic such as bale wrap, silage bags, bunker silo cover, and greenhouse covers can 
be recycled through the Recycling Agricultural Plastics Project (RAPP), a program of  
Cornell University.  Plastic needs to be sorted according to type, and kept relatively clean 
and dry to be accepted.  Otsego County Conservation Association (OCCA), the local out-
reach coordinator for RAPP, is organizing two days this spring for farmers to drop off their 
plastic, May 7 in Oneonta, and May 12 in Cooperstown. Participation is free, but  
pre-registration is required.  Call Jeff O’Handley at OCCA, (607) 282-4087 or  
e-mail programdirector@occainfo.org for information. 

 

Calling Schoharie & Otsego County Farms!! 

Sign-Up to Participate in the  
4th Annual Family Farm Day 

Saturday, August 13, 2016, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

Family Farm Day (FFD) is a signature event in Schoharie County during the peak of the growing and tourist     
season ~ now open to Otsego County farms. Participation is free for farms and visitors. Farms experience wide-
spread publicity, excellent farm product sales, and an expanded customer base while visitors build awareness 
about local farming. 
 

To register your farm, please visit www.familyfarmday.org; complete the on-line registration form or download the 
printable version and mail to CCE Schoharie and Otsego Counties, 173 South Grand St., Suite 1, Cobleskill, NY 
12043. Please register as soon as possible.  For more information   contact David Cox at  
518-234-4303/296-8310, or email schoharie@cornell.edu. 
 

To participate, farm owners and/or those knowledgeable about the farm must be available between 10 a.m. and  
4 p.m. on Saturday, August 13 to welcome visitors, showcase and sell farm products, provide samples, give tours, 
answer questions, and host farm activities and/or demonstrations.   
 

Each participating farm will have its information printed in the official FFD Farm Guide (~40K copies for 2016),  
distributed in targeted channels throughout the region. Plus the entire Farm Guide will be available on-line,  
especially effective for travel planning and smart phone users. 
 

Through our marketing strategy, readers, viewers, and listeners will be aware of FFD and the variety of farms, 
farm products, and farm activities available in both counties. Our media strategy includes print articles, display 
ads, radio interviews, Facebook and Twitter, and posts on respective websites, all leading up to Family Farm Day.   
 

FFD is a collaborative event produced by Cornell Cooperative Extension Schoharie and Otsego Counties,  
Schoharie County Chamber of Commerce, Otsego County Chamber of Commerce, Schoharie County Tourism, 
Otsego County Tourism, Schoharie and Otsego County Farm Bureaus, SUNY Cobleskill, and, of course,  
Schoharie and Otsego County farms. 
 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

David Cox 
CCE Ag Program Leader 
Co-Coordinator, Family Farm Day 

mailto:programdirector@occainfo.org
http://www.familyfarmday.org
mailto:schoharie@cornell.edu
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THE BEEKEEPER’S SPRING 
By Dave Edwards,  
Middlefield Beekeeper 
 
 

The beekeeper’s Spring comes some-
times early, sometimes late.  It is not 
determined by the calendar, but by the 
weather.  The bees, however, deter-
mine it is Spring by the availability of 
pollen and nectar and/or recognition of 
the lengthening of days.  
 
For both the bees and the beekeeper, 
Spring activity is directed toward one 
goal—increasing the number of bees, 
what is called Spring buildup.  Spring 
buildup is necessary for the bees in 
order that the colony survives, and that 
requires food, both carbohydrates 
(honey) and protein (pollen). For the 
beekeeper, Spring buildup is neces-
sary if she wants to harvest a Spring 
honey crop or wants to expand the api-
ary by splitting colonies. It is usually 
one or the other, for if a colony is split 
in Spring it will generally not have ade-
quate size or time to produce an rea-
sonable crop of Spring honey. 
 
While beekeepers around here are 
repairing equipment and catching up 
on their reading in February, the bees 
have already begun the process of 
Spring buildup.  With the lengthening 
daylight, the queen is motivated to 
begin laying eggs. The bees that 
emerged last October, after egg laying 
shut down for the season, have about 
a six month life span.  If they have not 
succumbed to the cold or wet winter 
conditions, possible disease, maybe a 
battle with an invading mouse, they will 
die of natural causes about mid-March 
to mid-April.  Mother Nature makes 
sure that the queen is aware of not 
only die off, but recognizes that it takes 
21 days for an egg to develop and 
emerge as a new bee,  So by starting 
her egg laying in February, she as-
sures that there is an adequate num-
ber of bees available to keep her brood 
warm (brood needs a constant temper-
ature of about 92 degrees F during 
development, quite a feat in February 
in New York).  Those emerging bees 
will replace the brood-tending bees 
who will shortly begin to die off. 
 

The number of eggs the queen lays is 
determined by the conditions—the size 
of the overwintering cluster, the availa-
bility of nectar, honey and pollen, both 
stored in the hive or extraneous, avail-
able from either nature or the beekeep-
er.  Adequate honeycomb cells for egg 
laying  are usually available since the 
bees emptied the honey and pollen for 
sustenance during the winter. 
 
The queen recognizes the availability 
of stored food and will limit her egg 
laying so that the brood will have ade-
quate food.  When she recognizes that 
there is an incoming flow of first, pol-
len, and then nectar (Spring is here !!), 
she will increase her egg laying in turn. 
 
Some beekeepers will  try to help the 
queen bee.  Starting in February, the 
beekeeper will check to see that there 

is 

enough stored honey in the hive.  If not 
he will add some frames of honey to 
the hive or begin to feed sugar—as 
candy, fondant, granulated or, as it 
warms up, liquid.  In addition some 
beekeepers place a pollen patty inside 
the hive.  As the bees move these nu-
trients to the area around the brood, 
the queen is fooled into think that 
Spring has arrived and natural nectar 
and pollen is now available, so she 
increases her egg laying, getting an 
early start on Spring buildup. 
 
March is the cruelest month for bees.  
If their stored food did not last; if there 
was a lot of die-off, (natural or dis-
ease); if there was a lot of moisture 
built up in the hive and it froze and 

then thawed and dripped down on the 
cluster; if the maple tree pollen was 
late; if there was no early nectar flow 
from crocus or willows; then the colony 
is doomed.  Unless.  Unless the bee-
keeper intervenes.  That’s why we call 
them “managed hives”. 
 
Up in Burlington, Paul makes sugar 
and pollen patties that he places on 
the top bars close to the cluster so that 
the nutrients are easily available. Over 
in Westford, Walt tends to use patties 
in February but starts liquid sugar 
feedings in March. In Middlefield we 
generally add a few frames of honey in 
mid-February, along with a pollen patty 
in each hive.  In March we all start 
thinking of the need to re-energize the 
electric bee fence—the black bears are 
starting to come out of hibernation !! 
 
Once April arrives the beekeeper can 
comfortably open her hives and con-
duct a “Spring Inspection” on a day of 
comfortable 60 degree temperatures.  
There should be several frames of 
bees and brood, along with stored hon-
ey and pollen, especially around the 
brood area.  The pattern of the brood 
area can indicate the health of the 
queen, and if there is an erratic pattern 
the beekeeper needs to consider re-
placing the queen.  The bees at this 
point are usually in the upper box of a 
two box hive.  Since the queen tends 
to expand the brood area in an upward 
direction, some beekeepers will add a 
third box while others will simply re-
verse the boxes so the brood is now in 
the bottom box.  
 
If the bees and beekeeper are suc-
cessful, there is robust Spring buildup, 
a Spring honey crop, and, fortunately 
or unfortunately, the possibility of 
swarming. Swarming prior to storing a 
Spring honey crop eliminates that op-
portunity and reduces the size of the 
colony by about half. If the swarm is 
caught, it is a great opportunity to ex-
pand ones apiary. If the swarm gets 
away……. 
 
So by mid-June Spring has come and 
gone and the beekeeper has a whole 
new set of issues to deal with.  
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The Cancer Services Program of Delaware, Otsego and Schoharie Counties offer free Breast, Cervical and 
Colorectal Cancer screenings.  Average risk breast and cervical screenings are done for women 40 and older 
and include a clinical breast exam, mammogram and a pap test.  Average risk colorectal cancer screening 
are done for men and women age 50 and older and includes a take home colorectal screening kit.  These 
screenings are provided to the uninsured or underinsured.  There are no income guidelines.  

Managing grasses isn’t difficult, but there 

are no shortcuts if you want to produce 

“cow quality” forage. Following are three 

keys to good yields and high quality:  

Apply N fertilizer at green-up — Fertilizer 

production is an energy-intensive process, 

and with much lower oil prices the prices of 

N fertilizer have been on a decline since 

last fall. Recent prices of UAN and urea 

were 12 and 18% lower respectively vs. a 

year ago. Even with low milk prices don’t 

skimp on nitrogen: Apply 70-90 lbs of UAN 

or 200 lbs of urea per acre. Ammonium 

sulfate is another good option and can be 

blended with either UAN or urea. My pref-

erence is for UAN or a urea-ammonium 

sulfate blend because these products sup-

ply N in both ammonium and nitrate forms. 

Whichever you use, the key is to apply ni-

trogen at green-up: This means at the first 

signs of spring growth, not when your 

spouse starts to nag you about mowing the 

lawn. With a good stand of grass—not a 

worn-out alfalfa-grass stand—timely N ap-

plication can double yields and increase % 

crude protein by half. Mow at the mid to 

late boot stage — “When you see the head 

the quality is dead.” Headed grasses are OK 

for some non-lactating animals but you 

need to be aggressive with harvest man-

agement if you want high quality forage. 

This is the case regardless of the grass spe-

cies. Depending on the acreage to be har-

vested, you may need to start in the mid-

boot stage to be able to harvest all the 

grass intended for lactating cows. While 

this will modestly decrease yield, some-

times you need to trade quantity for quali-

ty. You’ll also discover that the grass re-

grows faster when it’s harvested when the 

soil is still cool and moist. (That’s why 

they’re called “cool season” grasses!) Mow 

at 4” stubble height and spread windrows 

— Grasses need plenty of stubble for re-

growth because unlike alfalfa the nutrients 

for the next crop are in the bottom of the 

stems. Stretch those windrows out as far as 

your mower will allow, and if possible chop 

the same day you mow. 35% DM is ideal for 

most silos but I’d rather see grass chopped 

at 30% DM the day it’s mowed vs. leaving it 

overnight and then chopping the next day 

at 35% DM. If you chop at 30% DM, slightly 

shortening chop length can reduce silage 

effluent. I get really nervous when chopped 

grass forage approaches 40% DM, especial-

ly for bunker silos and drive-over piles. Try-

ing to pack 40% DM grass is like packing a 

stack of mattresses. 

 ─ Ev Thomas  
ethomas@oakpointny.com 

MANAGING GRASSES: IT AIN’T ROCKET SCIENCE  

 
Miner Institute  

Spring Forage Quality Monitoring --- 
 
Alfalfa and grass seems to be ahead of last year, in  spite of April's cold blast 
and snow 
 
For the past 13 years the Central New York Dairy and Field Crops team has 
monitored the growth of first cutting hay.  This published to provide guidance on 
when quality would maximize and when harvest should begin.  Producers are 
emailed the results within the day of measuring so they can make important 
management decisions.  Each year more requests to see the results of this 
monitoring are received.  Last year 67 fields were tracked in the team’s region. 
To be included in the e-mail notification or for more information contact Kevin Ganoe, Specialist, Central New 
York Dairy & Field Crops, khg2@cornell.edu, 315/866-7920 x230. 

April 30, 2016 

mailto:ethomas@oakpointny.com
mailto:khg2@cornell.edu
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By Jeanine Harter, 
Soil Conservation Technician, USDA, NRCS 

 

The USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has been fever-
ishly completing the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) con-
servation planning and contracting for the 2016 program year.  Spring is 
here and the implementation of conservation practices on prior year con-
tracts has already started. The purpose of these best management practices is 
to improve surface water and/or ground water quality, reduce soil erosion 
and sedimentation, or improve wildlife habitat. 

NRCS announces May 20, 2016 as the application cutoff date for second 
batching period of the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) Ri-
parian Forest Buffer Initiative (RFBI) for Fiscal Year (FY) 2016. Applications 
accepted after May 20, 2016 will be considered for funding in the FY2017 
signup for general EQIP. All applications are competitive and are ranked 
based on national, state and locally identified resource priorities and the 
overall benefit to the environment. The funding targeted to the Upper Sus-
quehanna watershed, has allowed NRCS and our partners to do our part to 
improve the local water quality and the quality of the water in the Chesa-
peake Bay.  

This program is part of a larger effort by the U.S. Forest Service to protect 
waterways by adding 900 miles of riparian forested buffer in the Chesapeake 
Bay watershed annually. NRCS-NY will help achieve this goal by providing 
funds from the Environmental Quality Incentives Program to participants to 
install riparian forest buffers and related conservation practices within the 
waterway corridor.  

Riparian forest buffers (RFB) function in a variety of different ways.  They improve water quality by filtering nutrients from runoff, trap sedi-
ment, stabilize stream banks, and sequester carbon.  RFB’s also provide vital habitat for wildlife because the tree and shrub varieties that 
are planted provide food and cover.  The buffers improve fish habitat by cooling the water temperatures with the increased tree canopy 
over time.   

Please contact the USDA, NRCS, Cooperstown field office at 607-547-8337 if you are interested in applying for the 2016 EQIP RFB Round 2 
or the general 2017 Farm Bill programs. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Exposed streambank. Protected streambank. 
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Farm Bureau has a strong record of positive legislative accomplishments for 
family farms, resulting in laws that are designed to make it easier to keep  
farmers on their land, producing local food for local people. Farm Bureau’s poli-
cy arm works to keep the business climate of New York a good one for family 
farmers, through sound measures that protect land ownership, conservation 
and family farm  
businesses. 
  

We are running a $99 membership special from March 1st through June 30th.   

When you join at the $99 rate between these dates you will get a full  

membership that is good for the rest of 2016 and all of 2017.  Our regular  

yearly membership rate is $75 per year for new members.  That’s 21 months of  

membership for only an extra $25 above the regular membership price.   

 

For more information you can either contact Otsego County Office Manager,  

Sue Schaffer at sueocfb@hotmail.com or 607-264-8042, or you can apply at 
www.NYFB.org. 

  

Facebook.com/NYFarmBureau 

Twitter: @NYFarmBureau 

 

 

 

Farm Bureau Working To Serve And Strengthen Agriculture 
 

 Sundae on the Farm,  
 June 5, 11 - 3 p.m.   
 Cooperstown Holstein 
 Corp.  - See page 2 for 
 details. 

 
Hickling Appointed to 

State Soil and Water 

Conservation Committee 
 

Otsego County Farm Bureau 

President, District 9 NYFB 

State Director and fish farmer 

Darin Hickling has been  

appointed to the New York 

State Soil and Water  

Conservation Committee.  His 

position on the committee  

succeeds John Dickinson’s seat, 

and his term will expire on 

March 31, 2018. 

 

Hickling is a long-time Farm 

Bureau member and agricultural 

advocate. 

mailto:sueocfb@hotmail.com
http://www.nyfb.org/
Facebook.com/NYFarmBureau
Twitter:%20@NYFarmBureau
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
123 Lake Street 

Cooperstown, NY 13326 

Tel: 607/547-2536  

Fax: 607-547-5180 

To learn more about Cornell Cooperative Extension visit us at http://cceschoharie-otsego.org OR   

https://www.facebook.com/CCESchoharieandOtsego 

DISCLAIMER CLAUSE:  The information provided in this publication is for educational purposes only.  Any reference to commercial products or trade names is 
made with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Cooperative Extension is implied. 

We Invite You to Support Us……. 

Welcome to the changing world of Cornell Cooperative Extension.  You can become a part of this  
exciting world of knowledge by getting involved with our many programs.  Your donation will help keep 
Cooperative Extension in a position that will address and help solve the critical issues facing our residents 
in the future.  You will benefit by becoming a part of our Extension partnership.   
 

Enrollment Form    New Enrollee               Renewal            Amount Enclosed $________ 

Name       

Business Name        

Address               

Email          Phone       

When making a donation of $15 or more, you become a part of our Cornell Cooperative Extension  
community.  Your donation is tax deductible in accordance with the IRS.  Please let us know how you will 
like to receive our newsletter.  Prefer to receive (check one). 

                                Email            Printed version 

 
Make checks payable to: Cooperative Extension Schoharie & Otsego  

123 Lake Street, Cooperstown, NY 13326.   

                                

  

http://cceschoharie-otsego.org
https://www.facebook.com/CCESchoharieandOtsego

