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       Spring Fever–Rose Baglia 

Spring is finally here! Consumers have been 
waiting for warm weather to set in. Many of our 
ornamental growers are gearing up in 
preparation for a busy weekend of sales. 
Pansies, lettuce, and other hardy plants are 
disappearing off the shelves!  Local ornamental 
growers are well-stocked with hanging baskets, 
mixed plant containers, and a wide variety of 
plants to choose from. Soon there will also be 
vegetable transplants for sale in a few weeks. 
Growers are expecting to see sales increase as 
we get closer to Mother’s Day. 
                                    
                

Career Day–Maire Ullrich 

 As part of the Agricultural Industry display and as a guest of Pennings Orchard and Warwick 
Valley Winery, CCE staff participated in Warwick Valley High School’s Career Day.  CCE staff 
(Rachel Moody, Vanessa Merrill & Maire Ullrich) focused on the wide range of careers in 
agriculture that span a 
wide range of sciences.  
They also talked about 
how many new 
(~60,000) jobs were 
available in agricultural-
based fields each year in 
the US.  Students were 
drawn in by Pennings 
cider donuts but stayed 
to learn more about their 
options.  
 

  



 

 
Garden Trellis Workshop- Debbie Lester 

On April 14, 2016 the Master Gardeners held a 
build your own Garden Trellis work shop.  
Participants built both a 3’ and 5’ tee pee trellis to 
decorate with vines or twine and take home to use 
in their yard or garden.  
This workshop was a new community horticulture 
offering this year. The class sold out in a matter of 
hours. Due to the popularity of the topic a second 
session will be offered in May.  

 

 

Increase Profits Through Milk Quality 

-Rachel Moody  

Premium, high quality milk has always been the goal in the dairy industry for both the producer 
and the cooperatives, but as milk prices are at a steady low, milk quality premiums are that much 
more important. Quality milk and lower somatic cell counts will also be a standard in the near 
future.   This is why we held a two part program called Increase Profits through Milk Quality.  Part 
one, held on March 31st, we focused on the equipment on the farm and the vacuum line.  Two 
specialists from QPMS came and presented about the importance of testing and maintaining 
equipment and what can result from improper vacuum.  Then we went to Hosking’s Farm in 
Middletown for the hands on demonstration part of the program.  The second part was held on 
April 7th at the office and it focused on somatic cell counts and the impact of mastitis.  Dr. 
Zurakowski from QMPS came to deliver these talks and we also had 2 people from Dairy One to talk 
about DHIA testing and its value.  Overall good discussion was had.  We had a total of nine attendees 
for the whole program.  Even though the attendance was low, this is a topic that will continue to be 
pushed and hopefully in the future we will see an increased interest. 

 
Food Safety Course-Erik Schellenberg 

In January 2016, I was asked by Alana Brandon to teach a food safety course for two 4-H programs. 
Their program involved kids and their parents growing produce at home to sell to their local Price 
Chopper. Price Chopper normally requires their suppliers to be GAPS certified, but they were 
willing to make an exception for the 4H program. However, they did require that the kids get some 
type of food safety training. I made a customized talk to deliver a one and a half hour talk to a group 
of kids aged 8-15, never having taught children before. Two such classes were given, one in Albany 
County and a second in Schoharie County. The classes were well attended by 38 and 50 individuals, 
including the young growers and their parents. It was surprising that the children were not only 
able to pay attention for over an hour and a half, but asked surprisingly detailed and intelligent 
questions. We covered all the basics of food safety, and problem-solved specific issues that each of 
the kid’s might have in their gardens and growing systems. The presentations were met with very 
positive feedback from the kids, parents, and the executive directors and educators of the County 
associations.  


